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at Miami. 




‘ * - , , Reference is mads to; the ’ihterviewr with Thomas Lao - 

Johnsoniof Titusville, Florida, particularly to that portion of 

..the iht^view a^t .’forth , oh Page 2$ in which Johnsoh atated that, 
txfo, .^r®on$ .had. seen two .automobiles in the grove in' front of ■.:. 
Vic t&a Moore’s house- on Christmas evening prior to the essplosion _ 
but, when two Agents had. interviatred these persons, they- said they 
tnoi'j nothing about this incident,* Johnson should be reintervlewei 
concerning the identity of these two possible witnesses in-order 
that the witnesses may he interyiewed. . - If ‘'necessary^ you .may be" 
hole to arrange, f or/ the. Interviews through Johnson* 
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—la. .made to. Page^'h^-ahi ii.6 reflecting: a n- Int er-* 

| Mims j Flor ida . Jt would- appear that | | did 

3 tion . concerning his whereabouts- on 12/25731 
background, investigation should ha conducted 

y establish his whereabouts on that date. 

■> •- 


Reference . ia made,: to the interview with Simon Smith’ 

H^lo 3 ^ associate of Suspect Earl, Brooklyn? .particularly. \... 
.Which -indicates - the. whOreabe#fc& of;' llann.ihgVon 12/25/51 * - 

"/%0cfel^ation "should be ,Oohddct0d in: ah-, effort: to definitely 

- on that .data* : .ln;this ^Ogard, all of • 
^h^'plpplO^^c scut , including, the relatives of . pat Hall in, Georgia, 

.-Further reference is made to. Page 100. .. • 

irefi^^^i^prinatiOn to the effect . that. Manning, may have possibly 
s.viol-atid ^Section. 80, Title: 10, tf. S. Code,; by making false statements 
-in his Application for Federal Employabnt ,when‘ he f aila d to list 5 - 
his .prior*' arrest; record andf'his. Hu Hluk.-Klan Membership... ' You ■ - ' 

c^bhia;dbtermin#.the ,$xaefc : Elan-.grb^ to- which he belonged. A. - >/. 
signed statement .'phould be obtained and other, investigation in this 
g.ragard should be conducted; and incorporated into a subsequent report 
Ife; this case*.: Thereafter, the question Of prosecutioh a® tS ' - ' 
Iffhnihgwillbe takennp with the , department * 

^ jni vfew -of ^Manning’ 0 background.'. and assoc^a^Lidh^ ^ w^th ./ . . 
^uspect 'firtolrlya,' you t^S:;l'd©ntity' ,!, q£ toning^ a . >! 

close associates and determine Whathar thov mav uofl'a^ibitp -bS* -inv 
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A review of rerep and other reports from auxiliary : ' 
Offices concerning the whereabouts of the two main* suspects* Earl 
Brooklyn and Hillman H* Balvin* bii 12/ 25/ 51 ? reflects that the 
persons interviewed, are at very wide variances in several' instances 
as to what these suspects were doing on the pertinent evening. , 

It is very important that the exact whereabouts of these, two ' : 

suspects on 12 / 25/51 he established as closely as possible and it 
is desired that you press this particular investigation of these 
two suspects very vigorously,. It is ‘ suggested that all pertinent ; : 
persons be reinterviewod .and questioned , vory thoroughly and 1 \ - s 
minutely >s to their e^act whOreahouts ^nd actions on' 12/25 and /■ V 
that such information be set forth in signed statements. In >; - 
regard to. the . whayeahoiita of Be Ivin on 12/25* it is also -desired 

that ^ I be inte rviewed. >as well; as people in the 1 ; 

apartment house whore f | lived , on that date* to. determine ^ 

whether those people will nave any.. inform at ion of value*. - /• : ' 
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* * * 


*'• 1 • _ 1 Bofarence is made to. the interview witij | • 

p pf the Orea&e tt;© 3 on slide ? which whs- bombed on y/hj 

cent should' be> thoroughly investigated In an effort to determ: 

^-whether the persons responsible for this bombing, were in any, way*, 
^.doniiectod with the death of the victims in instant case* inf ; 
^v,|:Q6ard to this investigation*: It is s uggested that photographs .'of : 
ic ^dspected KL&n members be exhibited to] Lhe._WaS, contacted -t- 
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* 1 Of n the foregoing suggested lines of inquiry may be 1 - 

sub^dot^ of investigation by your officej however* the Bureau 
: ho:.'aure of this because of . the -absence of any spec if io , 

•^,i v ';ll.ads. . boingr sret ■ forth' 'fop your off ice * in the future it, is desired 

' investigative leads -for youf office -.xfhleh arise from inf orma- 


t^on. contained in subsequent reports, be set forth in- order /that the 

_*-l 1 ^ N ? ^ ^ -V- ^ ^ * '* * ♦ ^ . % ' - - O ‘ . jt ^ ' . ’I j. 
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On 1-9-52, explosive tests conducted at 
; AF Guided Missile Test Center, Cape 
anaveral, Fla®, through cooperation U#S. 
Army Ordnance Officers to determine (1) tyi 
of explosive used in instant booting, (2) ’ 
knowledge or skill required in detonation 
of explosive and (3) equipment necessary 
to effect explosion® . Conclusions drawn 
to date: (1) no great amount of sld.ll or 

e ojmprant .required, in detonation * (zT 
pos sibility, that dynamite used in explo - 
siorTvery like ly, iiiter^'ews of "associate; 
of victim. M00KE in NAACP and Progressive 
Voters League as well as residents of Mins 
Indian River and Cocoa, Fla® produced lit*- 
tie of value® Additional interviev/s of 
associates of s uspect 

re flects he took his7^olitacSr^.efe^ ver y 
hard : however, no 
any anir 

organa ereat* two i'oruer as 

expressed opinion 
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sociates of 

rt^/he would not have had anything 

boobing® Neither heard him mention NOG 
before or after election® Neighbors. of 




augpe.p.t. a BROOKLS'I advised 
group or robed IQan snen nho approsdnately 
5 years ago came to Fesiaence and 
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ropgrty., Associates of suspect 
iy -any lmowledge of KKK activ- 
ity on his part* Immediate supervisor at 
place of ^ employment advised B ROOKLYN ha s 
oa de anti-negro statements and attempted 
to induce a 

Ho 

F la* for BRO OKLYN 

• ’"1 



an* 


On interview 1-18-52, 

% % ■’i'- i ' 1 — " 1 ^ li M 1 > f it 1 I ■ 1 '■ *- - — — - - 

admitted be: 
active pare; 

past Iji years becau se of il l health* ' Denied 
ev^^clng^^cor^pt^^TS^Sl^lcORE ® s 


on xor 




cast* Claimed he, his wife and daughter 
had Christens dinner with friends near 
Orlando, then returned here and retired* 
BROOKLYN* s wife gave same information 
re their activities Christmas day and 
night; denies s he ever knew her, h usband. 

ever heard of KCORE or besbing was from 
newspapers* Denied husband has ever dis- 
cussed bombing or mentioned KGORE ff s name* 

BROOKLYN s allegedly 

imirorTO?KBors 

and associates ^f^uspoct .HRT..VTW 
furnished little or no 
'''acSH^es 

IreSit records indicate he 
passed several non-sufficient funds 
checks in 1928-9 * On 
admitt ed being former 
Orl ando* ltlavern oF’j^ ST^IaS medTli^^ re- 
stra ined suspect BROOKL YN from proposing 
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free rein in radical proposals 
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due to ill health! Denied ^y ldiowiedge 

victims* Claimed he 
^ family _at home Chr isties 
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newspapers* Denied, she and husband have 
ever discussed bombing* A dditional in- 
ve st igatifinj ^cennin^so^e ^o£,.dTOg mIte 
^productive* FBI laboratory examine- ■ 
tions iiave not furnished any information 
to date to assist in determining type of 
explosive usedo 
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I. EXPLOSIVE TESTS CQI© UCTED JAIJUAHY 9, 
1952, AT U. S. AIR FORCE GUIDED 2£ESSILE 

JSflgg CANAV ERAL , FLOfJIDA 



■cesx.s were co nducted to assist in drawls on-the-snot concT 

U) the type of explosive that Was used in instant bombing, 
U; the knowledge or skill required in the detonation of explosives 
and, (3; the equipment necessary to effect such an e xplosion. Tho s o 
tests were arranged by Bureau Agents through «l T 

U« S. Array Ordnance Officer at tho II. ° 


tJ * A1X* 


>rce 


1x1 


^ ^ _ Test 

Ccpto-r ft fjnn{5 rnni1^>Y*o 1 1?*] nvi’l r? n rn I _ 

# me first scries of tests vjero con- 
o.ucted to coUect~soil samples of specimens from the detonation of 

Tj;.i, dynamite , and prima cord* The 3oil in which tho explosives vjere 
placed was taken from the area of the blast at the victims * house* 

The second series of tests vie re performed for the purpose of witness- 
ing tne demolition effects of dynamite and totrytol as used unde r aban- 
doned houses on tho Air Force reservation. A final test was conducted 

oo ascertain if a single flashlight battery was capable of exploding 
electric detonating caps. 
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These testa are as follows: 


TEST #1. 

* * >4 *"* ^ 


Properties : 


One tub of soi; 
victims * home: 


samples hp.kon frnn r.hn nymn-iH -Hir-- 


euai'gu WB laid right on top of the mound of soil samples 
was 2v>- * in diameter, 8" high. 


The explosive 

The mound 


» A yellow flash surrounded by black and white smoke which 
quickly dissipated into the air. The crator was 3* in dia- 
meter and. 4 !t deep from the top of the mound. A considerable amount 
of grayish white material was in the immediate crator. It was de- 
termined that $i; n of the detonator wire was destroyed or disintegrated 
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Of 


by this explosion. In the crater wore found the netal cap of on 
'one TIvT containers , a 1^ M square piece of the cardboard wrapping 
which still contained the coloring and printing unchanged by the blast 
and a piece of charred wrapping. f •' • 

TEST ,"2» 


Prop ertie s: One tu b of soil taken from the area around the vie tins* 

hone . I ~ 

I laid flat upon 


the anil t-Anr-h t-ms -in riinrnt.w ■'.nr) f.n h-i i-V< - 


—The dynamite was dc- 

and detonated in the 

sane manner and with the sane equipment as in Test #1* 


tonatod by 


b7E 


Res ults : A yellow flash surrounded by white smoke * The smoke ap- 

puared to linger in the immediate area longer than in Tost ; £L. The 
crater was 2jl-* in diameter and approximately 6” deep from t he top of 
the mound. A grayish white material was found in the center of the 
crater and found a greater depth within the crater than in Test ,;-l. 
Immediately following the blast a definite odor could be discerned ap 
proxi lately 30 yards fron tho blast area. There was a slight south 
wind blowing and the observers approached tho blast area fron tho 
cast. This cdor dissipated rapidly and could thereafter only be dis- 
cerned by holding the soil clpso to the nose. It was determined that 
2” of the detonator wire was destroyed or disintegrated by this ox- 
plosion. Wo wrapping paper or detonating cap particles we re found in 
the blast area. 


TEST i?3 




Prope rties : One tub Of sn-n v.ntmn fVm -Klin nr»nn br»mmd vi n-Hrifi t nn-n 

3* in diameter and 6” high • 


used to explode it with the same cquipnent and in 

line sane manner as 1 Test #2. 


,Ito§uljjs: A sharp blast occurred with a bright yellow flash surrounded 

by gray snoke which dissipated in the air quickly* The 
crater was 2* in diameter and 6” deep fron the top of the mound* A 
pronounced odor of burnt powder could bo discerned in the immediate 


b7E 




o * 






* 


e 





TEH: cgh 
Mi 44-270 


crater area. It was determined, that 2” of the detonator wire was 
destroyed or disintegrated by this explosion. There were no fra^ents 
o;C the explosive or detonator found in the blast area. 

»■ 

TEST i'l 4 


Properties : 


a standard 0. e. Miy Jif^llWfePS ac::\diition charge . — The explosive was 

placed under a frame building sirilar tc trie construction and Torn, of 
the hone Of HARRY T« kOORF, . but not ns will ftrsnstwintftfl » ’Pi-io ov-fil rta-i ■ 


the hone of HARRY T. J100RE, but net as well constructed* The explosive 
was place 18” -frc).! the floor on the ground and placed under the house 
iyt iron the north wall and 6* from the east wall } there bein': a couch 


extending along the east side of the house to simulate conditions at 
the N00RE , hene * 


A°i?&\ksi No ilash was visible, heavy black srmoko surrounded the in- 

mediate blast area and dissipated quickly* The crater was 
4* in diameter and from lS^lo” deep fro::; tho surface of the ground. 

A charred piece of the heavily waxed paper wrapping of tho explosive 
charge, approximately 3” x l£” was recovered from, tho blast area* 

Tnc north wall of tho building was blown away from the foundations, 
tho porch flooring was lifted loose and scattered; what appeared to 
be scorch narks were prevalent on the cross timbers and a light gray- 
ish material was . found in the immediate blast crater. .The ceiling " 
above the explosion v/as destroyed in an 8* circle* The rest of the 
coiling \iras shattered and hanging loose. The west side of the house 
had the lower siding blown loose near tho base. The southwest corner 
was not damaged except for one piece of siding being blown out. The 
south side of the house wa3 intact with no noticeable damage. The 
detonator wire was blown approximately 10* northeast of the house 

and was entangled in the debris, being wrapped around several long 
boards . 

It should bo noted that this house is on pilings as the 2-IOORE 
hoi.ic and has an 18” air space between the ground and the floor. 

TEST £5 

*■ 

Properties : I I 
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This charge was placed 
2 r fron the south side and 4* from the cast sides of the building and 
under the house* An empty 50 gallon drum was placed in the room 
i> it ’. odiatoly over the explosive charge to ascertain what the effects 
cf the blast would bo upon it* The floor of this house was cf pine 
and the walls of cypress siding, all in good condition* 


b7E 


Results; A vertical blast occurred surrounded by heavy black smoke 
which dissipated quickly and no odor was discerned in^the immediate 
blast area unless the soil fron the crater was hold close to the ncse. 
The south wall* intact, was blown away from the east wall and the roof* 
The east vroll was shattered in the ii mediate room under which ,tho 
charge was set off. There was no damage to' the north vro.ll and the 
vest well was intact except for the siding being blown loose near the 
eaves* The flooring of the roon under which the charge was placed was 
splintered* The ceiling was completely shattered and portions of it 
wore blown through the rcof and sorve back into the attic from the other 
rooms. The back porch which was adjacent to the oast wail was loosened 
and scattered si..iilar to the porch of hOGIHE * s residence. The irmoci- 
into crater formed was 1* in .diameter, 7” deep, this immediate crater 
being surrounded by a tapering crater approximately 4 f in diameter* 

A -grayish white material vros found in the immediate crater to a depth 
of l].i * * The detonating vri.ro vro§ found entangled in the debris, boin ; 
vrrapped around the 4 x o n sill which was blown from beneath the house. 
i:c other evidence of the explosive charge could be found in the crater 
or in debris under the house. 
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The following tests' vjere conducted to ascertain if a singl 
flashlight battery* would detonate a.* instantaneous electric detonator 


The following equipment vros used: 
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no: 10 « 


I I USOCi in Tj3*£ A v jr^a 

rn.;; t.no photographs of tho home of victim IIARR 3 T ?. I-lOOiTE illustrate 
i-T' i.hn da '.ago dcno to that hone by tho unknown explosi ve t Captain 
1^— IcoheXWikk 1 . ^ 'hat the results of Toot $4 (whore thc| 

L ! __|vkis used) approximated tho damage done to the I- 3 DQRS 

no. »e. Iki advised that pound for pound tho tctrytol could produco the 
sate cfiects as tno sane amount of dynamite* Ho stated that because 
-che varied characteristics of cxilcsives used in demolition, it would 
Ow practically ii..possiblo to dotemino just what explosive was used in 
any ;;iven test unloss portions of tho wrappers or containers could be 
found. He gave his opinion that the grayish white vatcrial found in 
oho craters of all the test explosions wore rarely pulverized sand 
and said that nose high order explosives such as dynamite , TTJT and 
•totrytol were loss likely to cause any fire after their detonations 

aiiu. that low order explosives wore the typo that left considerable burn 
ana scorch rarics. 

_ _ He advised tho amount of dynamite used in Tost n-5 was prob- 
*wly a liutlc • tore explosive mi an that used undor tho vie tins t house 
stating it was a pretty heaver charge. Captain| | experience 

vrlth explosives was generally limited to experiments using explosives 
against concrete and steel rather than wooden buildings. 

In regard to the use of a "shaped charge", Captain 

stated it vas Iiis opinion that the subject could have innovat or a 

snaped charge by crudely taping sticks of explosives in a cone shape 
buu a military shaped charge would have had a more penetrating effoct 
on the victims * house rather than a shattering effect such as was 
cidiibited in the photographs of IIOOH 35 *s residence* He stated a bundle 
01 dynamite sticks tightly taped together would confine the path of the 
blast more so than a loose stack of dynamite or explosive sticks. 

I11 forming a shaped charge it would be oossiblo to use 
blocks of an explosive of different size to shape" a cone vdth the 
force of the explosion directed toward the base of the cone* 


is 


to 


It should bo noted that 
s 1 i ahtl v loss p owo r ful than th< 
Caotainl 


similar weight of THT , according 
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On January 10, 1952, Second Lieutenant 
fnirci xrry , Assistant Star? Explosive Ordnance Disposal Office, Port 
--orson, .Georgia, viewed the results of the damage to the hons of 
T« i-.OORE at l-iims , Florida, and then vievrod the results of the 
above described expe rimenta l explosions conducted at Cope Canaveral, 
i?lorio.a« Idcutenant | | stated that the charge used under HARRY T. 
;i00I3E^s residonco was not fl regular military shaped charge by reason 
of the fact there was too much blast damage. Ho* stated that the 
characteristics vjerc not anything like the damage that accompanies 
the detonation of a shaped charge. Ho stated if such were used the 
lactims Mould have seen mutilated by the blast and the damage through 
one xloor, the ood and the roof would be siiuilcr to that resulting 
iroii a large projectile p e no 'crating' the house and destroying or pass— 
--I ' through everythin/; in its path ; that a sharped charge blast is ex- 
tremely confined in its path. 

In comparing the tost blasts with that at the vint.fr wt hnra 
hv said that Tost Blast £%, in his opinion (in v/hich | 

I was used) was very similar." He stated fust Explosion #5 ms 

heavier and more shattering. He advised the detonating' Tutorials and 
explosive container particles are quite often found in or about the 

explosion crater but that he has expo rio need times when nothin ; could 
be found following an explosion. 

Lieutenant | |said definite conclusions are difficult 
to arrive at because explosives react differently on different oc- 
casions and that explosive characteristics would also vary although 
detonated in the sane type of soil. Ho stated he could not say just 
what explosive was used at the 2-pO HE home in the absence cf physical 
evidence* Tnc blast, according to | could have been the result 

of many known explosives * which dissipate thor.su Ives. 

Ho volunteered the statement that dynamite would leave a 
definite odor which, if inhaled for any length of time, would cause a 
severe ncadachc* He stated if he correctly understood tho weather con 
ditions on tho night of tho bombing: of LOOKS » s house, that a definite 
odor -would have rouuned. Ho said a damp and foggy night would tend 
to held the odor of dynandto in the 1 mediate blast aroa. 


r 
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Lieutenant stated three explosive s cane to his cind 

in considering the nature of the explosive used on KC0RE*s heme: ©13?, 
(fynamito and the plastic explosives* He arrived at this conclusion 
by virtue of the fact they are the easiest explosives obtainable* He 
stated large nilitary bases usually have a supply of TNT, tetrytol and 
the plastic explosives for demolition -work* All other explosives used 
by the nilitary are not used in demolition but used for shells and 
other nilitary munitions and arc not readily available at the ordinary 
nilitary stations* 

Both Captain | and Lioutenant l I concluded that a 

person could insert a aetonator of the electric or safety fuse type into 
an explosive charge and wind a length or tiro of the fuse around tho 
charge and aftor the charge was detonated the ensuing explosion would 
disintegrate any evidenco of what type fuse was used* 

* 

Both officers concurred that it is very possiblo that dyna- 
mite was used in instant explosion because it is most accessible of 
explosives and the results of the experiments indicate that dynamite 
very likely could have been used* 
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INTERVIEWS OF ASSOCIATES OF VICTIM I^OORE BI T 
AND PROGRESSIVE VOTERS IEAGUE; AISO RESIDENTS 
INDIAN RIVER AMD COCOA: FLORIDA. 
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8tlrn.t j.on was conducted by Special Agents 


on January 6, 1952: 


nflSTR. rh». A. GRAHAM, | ^ |ar.d 

|iiit erviewoB at Daytona Beach concerning MOORE 
ms acuivroics • The names or these individuals previously 
fmlshcd as persons familiar idth MOORS and his operations 

i* * 


ant 


\» 

AAUA 


Dr* S. A. GRAHAM, 576 Second Avenue, Daytona Beach, Florida, a 
Dentist and a ricnbcr of the NAACP group in Daytona Beach, said he had Icioirn 
the victim since birth and had attended school with the victim during his 
grammar school and high school days* GIMHAM said ho had not been in any 
recent close contact with MOORE and had last seen hin in Daytona Beach during 
tlie NAACP convention in November, 1951* He said he had a very short con- 
versation with MOORE but was not able, as a result of his contact with MOORE, 
to furnish any information concerning MOORE* s activities during the six weeks 
prior to his death* He said that ho know of no throats which MOORE had re- 
ceived, know of no known enemies ,and could not furnish any logical suspects* 

GRAHAM said it *was the concensus of opinion among the colored 
people in Daytona Beach that MOORE *3 activities in the Grovcland case, or 
possibly the Miami incidents, were reponsible for his death* GRAHAM said he 
hau but one suggestion and that was that the federal government offer a 
sizeable reward for information leading to the perpetrators of the crime ancl 
he said he figured it would take at least a ruarter of a million dollars to 
make somebody talk and he felt that if the government would put up that sum 
of money "that some jiggaboo” would undoubted!;.- loosen up and cone forward 
with some information of value* 


J. * 






Daytona i^aen, Florida, ana 

Daytona Beach, Florida, advisuu na nau nouME for a peidid df three or 

four years and had seen him during MOORE* s attendance at Bethune-Cookmnn ♦ 
He said he was not familiar enough with MOORE or his activities to furnish 
ary information bearing upon his recent activity and he added that he knew 
of no known enemies and knew of no threats which MOOitS had received an? 
could furnish no suspects* 


Florida, and 
and had last 


|Bcthune^Coolaaan College, Daytona Beach, 

his wife, advised they had known MOORE for a period of 7 years 
seen him during his visit in Daytona Beach at the KAAC? 

I 
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convention ♦ BuBOSE said that both of II0CRI5*3 daughters, nanelyl | and 

H have bee n nmri nnsl y employed by Eethune-Coolrcnan College as 

sccnograpnors * Q bis,| office. Me said that both of those daughters 

had ocen gone rrom Deunune-uoolpaan for* over a year but that during the time 
they yore employed in ais office he had never heard them mention any throats, 
verbally, written or otherwise, which their father had received. 


| | said he ’.fas not familiar with the victims recent .activity 

and could not furnish any information bearing on suspects. 


advised ho :ia 


employed in the Befchune-Cookman College dining rooi 51 ., 
cnovvii I-IOCIUi 'chile MQCKIB 'a s enrolled at Bethunc— Cooiauan but 


cas not cell accuainted idth him and could furnish no information which 
would nave any bearing on the solution of tills ratter. 


» i 

. i 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
; .i/iilKER and STEPHEM J. LAI1ADIE, January 7 aid 8, 1952: 


BASIS; Interview office of NAAGP to de- 

termine identity oi the lndividjuai who offered to take over 
HARRY T. MOORE 1 s duties as Executive Secretary on a per- 
centage or commission basis^ 

/ 

■ 

I fa ?ampa t Florida, home tele- 

phone 44-6333 advises he is a porter for the Pullman Company, that he has 
been engaged in activities of the NAAGP for over 15 years, that he has 
known BA RRY T, MOOSE th rough t he NAaCP for annr oximat.fi ly twelve years; and 
that he j bf the NAACF in Florida 

from app rox i mately I . \ He advises that pre- 
vious to | Jfthe State NAAGP and that 

he is presently | fof the Florida Branch of 

the NAACP. 


would have Deen xn a position to know whether anyone ever offered to take 
over HARRY MOORE 1 s position or duties as Executive Secretary on a percent- 
age or commission basis, and that to his .knowledge no one ever offered to 
take over his position. He states, however, that he can recall about one 
year ago, there had been talk about having someone go around the St ate of 
Florida to build moral t.n gni-in.-it moirihpyg for the NAACP, that a | 

~| °nt of Orlando or mt of Tampa, Florida had sug~ 

Seated that a man travel over tne state tor such purpose and that the man 
could work on a commission basis in soliciting funds and members, that 
this suggestion was merely brought up during ordinary discussions of ways 
and means to raise money for the NAACP and that such never materialized. 

He informs that to the best of his memory, a men named 
from. Jacksonville, Florida, who is believed by him to be an insurance 
man in Jacksonville or a teacher at Edgewater College, Jacksonville, 
Florida, was the man talked about to travel on percentage basis to raise 
funds and membership and that nothing whatsoever was ever heard by him of 
| taking over as Executive Secretary. 


states that 
;i never once dr an 
to do with women, 

7 


during all the years he has known 
: any beer or liquor, never had 
was never known to have any enemies 
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and that he never heard of any threats being made to MOORE or about him. Be- 
informs that MGCRE was always strictly business and always talked about 
activities of the N&ijpP, that if five members only showed up for a speech 
that MOORS was supposed to have, MOORE never complained, never mentioned 
it instead 'of the usual speech maker being highly incensed that no one had 
enough interest to show up for a gathering* 

He advised that the last time he saw MOORE alive was at Daytona 
Beach, Florida, latter November at the NkaCEP convention, that the KRACP did no 
have axxj money, that it already owed MOORE salary, that the NMCP could not in 
all fairness, keep MOORE employed on a salary because of no money coming in 
and therefore it was agreed that the position would be dor.® away with until 
such time as the Florida branch could get on its feet financially. 


He states that this was in no way a slap on 
to do away with a job that they could not pay for. 



but a fair deal 
btates that he 


had not heard from MOORE, telephonically, thro ugh the mail or otherwise 
since the Daytona Beach convention because he, 



and MOORE was no longer Executive Secretary, uuerei ore nothing to par: 
ticulorly handle. He informs that MOORE never particularly advised him of 
his itinerary because MOORS more or less always sent out a general letter 
stating the places he had been to and would hit in the future. 


b7C 


I Iwas in Mims, Florida on Thursday, December 27, 1951 with 

the Tampa BULLETIN (Tampa, Florida weekly negro paper) photographers and 

observed MOORE’ s place, that photographs of MOORE’s place, as well as story, 

appeared in Tampa BULLETIN on his return* He believes that whoever killed 

MOORE or had him killed, had to know that HfiRKf MOORE was going to be at his 

home in Mims, Florida on Christmas night because EARriY MOORS had been living 

near West Palm Beach, Florida with his wife* He believes that approximately 

one year ago^an article appeared in the Tampa MORNING TRIBUNE stating that 

the Ku mux Klan was going to stop movement of the NMGP in Florida and ,that 

he was wondering if this MOORE incident were not the beginning of the move- 
ment. 


Be informs that the ’’colored press” carried the story of the . 
NAaGP ^action at Daytona Beach in doing away with MOORS* s job and that 
therefore any informed negroes would have known tha t MCGEE was no longer 
Executive Secretary of NMCP in Florida. | |made available two cop 

of ’’Florida Branches and Authorized Committees of the NMCF’< which lists 
President .and Secretary and address of each who are persons representing 
all active branches of the NAACP in Florida.. 


b6 
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♦ 


advised that Tri— City (Eraitland. Park) Branch of theJS&AGP 


Closest active branch to the city of Leesburg, Elori 
I l “ay know of any activities on the part of MQQRu 


Lake 


explanation 



around Leesburg, 
was active in and 


be 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
on January 21, 1952 at Fernandina Beach, Florida: 

BASIS: The letterhead of the Progressive Voters League of Florida , 

Trip.. . nf -wh-ip.h vi ffh-irn TTflBRT T. MCmBlT. wag Tftinspirh-i-iro SoofotarTr^ lists 

The follow- 


ing investigation was conducted to determine the extent of his re- 
llationship with victims and any information he might have concerning 
persons responsible for their deaths. 


be 

b7C 




the Progressive Voters Lea gue 
organization. He said than 


advised that he is a member of 
e but has never attended an v meetings of the 

of the NAACP group in 


Fernandina Beach until its Charter lapsed last year. 


As 



of this 
in 


organization he began correspondence with the victim, HARRY T. 

1948o He has only met Moore on one occasion when he, MOORE, spoke in Fernandina 
Beach before the local group of the NAACP in the spring of 1949* He knew nothing 
of his personal life or his friends; he has never met HARRIETT MOORE and knew 
very little of their background. 


He said that he always regarded MOORE highly and thought that he was 
in good standi ng with all members of the NAACP. He learned through a lawyer 
by the name of [ho is associated with the Afro-American Insurance Company 

in Jacksonville, Florida, that MOORE* s position of State Executive Se cretary 
was abolished by a recent convention of the group and was informed by| 1 


that this action was taken due to the fact that MOORE was devoting a majority 
of his time to the Progressive Voters League rather than to the NAACP acti- 
vities. 


pon 

and 


darn a 


advised that MOORE never mentioned in his corres- 
arcL individuals or groups whose animosity was aroused against him 
snew of no enemies that MOORE might have had. He did not have 
any information that would be of assistance in identifying the individuals 
responsible for the death of the victims. 


r 

He a dded that he is acquainted with thq 
who resides on 


however he has not seen her since June of 1951 


in <JiacKsonvxi_Le, Florida, 


b6 
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The follow ;inc 
E. GORDOM and 


I | member of the i/est Volusia I-jAACP and 

a -- oixicor in the Progressive Voters League interviewed fo'” 'i n- 
f orr .at ion concerning MOCRE’s activities. 


illation was conducted by Special Agents FitSD 
bn January V, 3.952; 




A /WV 


rn 

he 

in 


the 

‘.as 

f * 

*0. iO 


oriii 

t:-of 


->v n 


I D eland, Florida, and cimLoyed 

i vision at the Sanford Maval Air Station® advised 

I 1 U 1 tod-. Ik. T * 


■°| I 0i% the ubsb Volusia County &AACP and also an officer 

regressive Voters League and that ho had Icnovvn MOORiS since 1941. 


, , sav/ bho victin in Daytoha 3each in Noveniber* 1951 

aiu xn', b.ae haACi 3 convention and at that tii.;e had a short conversation 
" 1 1 1 • / * * * *• * * *** ** 


i* loriua , au waxen time kQQRE had spoken at a r-ecting of 

une coloi-eo folks at the St. John Japtist Church and he knew that subs c event 

°° meeting MOORE had proceeded to Crescent City whore he had addressed 
a similar group at a church there * 

lie. said ho knew of no known enejrn.es, had never heard MOORE had re- 
coivoc. any chrcats and had never' actually taken any trips with MOORS. Ho 

V ^ UQ of his contacts with H0GRE he felt ouito certain that 
iIOO-ui i^ali^co. ortere was a aciinito danger attached to his particular type 

oi -'. iov-z out that MOORE had never mentioned anything specific in the "-ay of 
threads or known enemies. ' 

, , I paid that subsequent to tine ii'AACP convention in Daytona 

fjeacn no ..iaa received a letter from MOOibi postmarked in Lake Park, Florida 

Jfi tiiat f 30 ^ had bceh --orking in and around the southern cart 
oj. A- lor.aia suosoquent uo hovember, 1951. 

to the JipMr.tc l : ,as his °Pfnior MOCFcE?s death could be attributed 

oo me victim’s activicy in connection with the Croveland case and he also 

! a “^ " na< \ u ° oelieved hOORE was responsible for the election of an of^cial 
an Hrevow County a State UgUna<*, nm> unto***, -..-ho 3utackSt°t~so£i 
sorou in ohc legislature at Tallahassee a oill to unnadethe KKK. ' " 

iiid - 'v 5 {h- r >i <3 -tmi sa ^ . . bc believed MOORE stayed in the hones of private 

ma„v While salting ms trips around the State and that usually " the 


N. 
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President of the local kAAGP groups arranged for HOaiS’s housing during; his 
tilps about the State. He said he believed that" the victim’s wife traveled 
v.i.th Slim whenever she could but ho know of no specific trips which they had 
taken together. 

• _ _ advised that she had known HOOKE for a period of 

several years and had last seen him in Daytona Beach in November, 1951. 

She s ar a sne naa no conversation witn his. at that time s knew of no information 
concerning his recent activities and could not furnish the names of any 
suspects andknew of no threats which the victim may have received. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent WILEEM 
JAMISON at Lake Wales, Florida, on January 21, 1952: 


basis ♦ 1 

— , Lake Wales, Florida, reported to be 



1 progressive voters league, was mterviewed re 


activities of HARRY To MOORE. 


*} f* 


that he 
Florida"! 


Lake Wales, advised 


of the Progressive Voters League of 

ed with HARRY MOORE often in connection 
with League business, but that he had not seen him in the past year. He 
said he does not know anybody who had threatened MOORE and did not know 


MOORE had any enemies. He said he does not know the motive involved an d has 

heard no pertinent information as to who was responsible for MOORE* s death. 

HELL said he would notify the Bureau if he received any pertinent informa- 
tion . 
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ITJje follc^ng inv&std^ation was conducted by -Special Agent WILUM 
JAMJSON on January IS and 21, 1952 at Sebring, Jlorida: 


BASIS: 

Voters 


ague •was 


erviewed re activities of HARHT T. MOOSE 




advised imu j 
are often rev 

■Florida, but ' 
basis. 


any people as 
also kn oKri as 

|on the -Progr 

been active in the 

* * ’* 


be bas-not 


. l Sabring, Florida, 

[* and teat bis initials 
r HAST. He said that .he is 
ssive Voters League of 
organization on a statewide 


JJe -said-he was acquainted witft.4JARRY M00EE but was not a close -ass 
date of his and had not seen him for more than a year. He said be does not 
knew of , 'a 3 gy , '^ 53 [ ^^gs MOORE made * He. said he does sot Jjnow the motive for the 
tepling or the persons responsible fop it but "that if b e receives any per- 
tinent i^oppation- he- will .notify the Bureau. 


* * 
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1 ^ Bartow, advised that he 

pf the Progressive Voters League of FIotm na a n < j >^s 

wex-i. acquainted with J^akRY MOORE. He said he had not seen MOORE for about a 

year and a half. I | said that he did not know anyone who had made any 

threats against the MOORES and that he has no idea as to the motive or as 

to the person or persons involved. He said he would notify the Bureau if an- 
pertinent information came to his attention- • 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents JAMES 
P. SHANNON and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on January 7, 1952: 

BASIS: THOMAS JOHNSON of Titusville, Florida, vras interviewed re 

inlormation of HARRY T. MOORE* s activities in the Progressive 
Voters League of Florida. 


\ 

THOMAS LEE 'JOHNSON, 712 Union Street, Titusville, Florida, advised 
that he had known HARRY T. MOORE for approximately 16 years. He first met 
HARRY' MOORE when MOORE was the Principal end teacher of the negro school in 
Mims , Florida. JOHNSON stated that his son attended the school and on oc- 
casions he and MOORE would get together and discuss his boy’s progress. As 
a result of these meetings at school, JOHNSON advised that he and MOORE de- 
veloped a warm friendship. He' stated that in the recent past HARRY, T. MOORE 
was the Secretary of the NAACP, the Progressive Voters League of Florida and 
a local organization in Titusville called the Citizens Civic League, 

* 

JOHNSON advised that HARRY MOORE was a leader among the negroes 
in Brevard County , He said the negro race as a rule were very bashful and 
they seldom spoke up and asked just what their rights were and what the 
law was. He stated MOORE acted as their spokesman and that -MOORE was a 
very law abiding citizen and did not condone any acts outside the law. He 
stated that many times various negro families had problems along legal lines 
and they would come to HARRY MOORE and seek advice and that MOORE would 
advise them if he knew the particular laws that concerned these families and 

if he didn’t know them, he would get the information through lawyer friends 
of his , 


On many occasions he advised some of the- colored boys in the area 
that they were getting out of line and cautioned thorn that whether the lav/ 
was just or not it was the law. JOHNSON stated that HARRY MOORS was the 
only person in the area who stood up for his race and that MOORE was never 
arrogant about his position among the negroes and he was very amiable to 
both the white and colored, 

* 

JOHNSON stated that he, himself, did not work with HARRY MOORE in 
any way in conjunction with the NAACP but stated he did belong to that or- 
ganization as well as the Citizens Civic League and the Progressive Voters 
League and that, in fact, he was Chairman of the local branch of the 

Progressive Voters League and this local branch covers the Mims and Titus- 
ville area. 
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JOHNSON advised that MOORE 1 s death was a terrific shock to him 
as well as the colored families in Brevard County. They were all at a loss 
as to why anyone would use such methods against any person. He stated that 
since the bombing a group of the negro citizens in the area held an informal 

meeting, and attempted through conversation to determine what the reason 
was behind HARRY MOORE* s death. 


The first reason discussed was that of politics. They deduced 
that soon various candidates would state they would be running for the 
various offices and it was usually around this time that MOORE would send 
out form letters asking each candidate what their particular platform 
would be and at the sametime ask them how they stood on various issues 
pertinent to the negroes in Brevard County, 


The group of people at this meeting felt that possibly some pen- 
son or some organization, JOHNSON did not specifically name either, might 
have decided to do away with HARRY MOORE and at the same time frighten 
a.11 the negroes in Brevard County. JOHNSON did not mention any particular 
election in the past that HARRY MOORE was interested in. He stated MOORE 
would contact the various candidates by mail and sometimes invite them to 
meetings held at various negro churches in the area and conduct a question 
and answer forum in an attempt to ascertain just how these candidates felt 
toward various problems. When he had received his answers to the questions 
and reported the candidates view at the informal forum, he would then de- 
cide which candidate intended to do the most for the negroes and the county 
in general and then did his best to have the negroes in the area vote 
along those lines. He said HARRY MOORS had considerable influence among 
the negro vote in the whole of Brevard County. 


The second reason these people thought HARRY MOORE had been 
eliminated for was his intense activities in the Lake County incident., 
JOHNbON stated that MOORE felt that the two colored bo y s who were charged 
with rape were not given their eoual rights under the law and he worked 
hard to help these boys out as best he could and as a result of this many 
of the white people in the State of Florida came to dislike HARRY MOORE. 


JOHNSON felt, as did many of the people at this meeting, that 
possibly someone felt HARRY MOORE was trying to protect the guilty parties 
just because they were of the negro race. JOHNSON does not believe this 
liras so because MOORE was always a believer in the lavr. 


JOHNSON was discreetly questioned as to the past election in 


# 
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which ANDREw||ORTENBERRY ran against DAVE NISBET. JOHNSON stated that DAVE 
NISBET was supported by the negro vote in that election and that ANDREW 
FORTENBERRY was defeated* He stated it was not eht negro vote alone that 
defeated FORTENBERRY but was the combination of votes by both white and 


colored. He recalled that during the campa ign that t.hs np.grn ss had a 

meeting on Merritt Island, Florida and, that I came into this 

meeting and broke it up. He stated thatj ^ was ordered to perform various 
tasks by the Commission ers and therefore his people thought that possibly 
FORTENBERRY had ordered \ | to break this meeting up. He stated he had 

no basis for that belief other than the fact) |was ordered to do cer- 

tain things by the Commissioners. 


r as ordered to do cor- 


He stated that HARRY MOORE was not present at this meeting but 

MOORE knew about the occasion and| [interfering with it. He has heard 

some of his people state that possibly this had something to do with HARRY' s 

death. JOHNSON made no comments as to what he thought about this incident 
in connection with MOORE's death. i 


He could not elaborate further on ,any other incidents occurring 
during any of the past elections but stated at one time they had invited 
two candidates for State Representative in this County to appear at one of 
their meetings. BILL -ARKADE (phonetic) and RAY ROBERTS were questioned 
as to their views on certain issues and that if he recalled correctly, 
that the negroes backed ARKADE in the election. They were the only state- 
ments made by JOHNSON in connection xd.th.the elections.' 


JOHNSON went on to say he had heard that MOORE had been threatened 
once or twice through the mail and that these letters, to his understanding, 
came from county officials. He could not recall from where he received 
this information but he stated that HARRIETT MOORE could produce one of 
these letters but now that HARRIETT had died he was sure that one of these 
letters could be found in her effects somewhere, 

’t 

He stated that although on some of the work that MOORE performed 
there had been some question by th§ whites, that as a rule the colored and 
white people got along very well- in Brevard County, He sited a meeting this 

past summer between ft I HARRY MOORE and himself in regard to the ' 

negro school, | A ccording to JOHNSON, was; the Trustee of the 

negro schools at that time. He said that this meeting was a very warm and 
friendly occasion, that he could not want a better association between 
white and colored. He said they discussed their problems on an open and 
frank basis and came to an agreeable understanding of the issues of the 
school at that time. 


- 25 




RTN : JMS 
MM 44-270 


s. 


In an effort to elaborate on MOORE' s ability to get along with 
the various officials, JOHNSON cited the meeting between HARRY MOORE and 
Governor FUIIER WARREN. He stated that when MOORS visited the Governor 
, his people felt that the Governor endorsed HARRY MOORE and at the same 
time endorsed the Progressive Voters League. As he understood, everyone 

was getting along all right and that no one had any particular dislike for 
anyone else. 


JOHNSON stated that on January 6, TQ 52 bp. was taUHn g with a 
colored man named I I who works for ] T in the groves 

around Mims. | | stated that JOHNSON in their discussion about the 

bombing, that ne was looking for some information to "seen out " as to who 
killed HARRY ’MOORE and his wife. JOHNSON stated thatQ_ | was very 
cautions about his statements and that therefore he did n ot press him as 
to where this information would come from but advised tha J I assured 

him that when he had any information he would relay it on to JOHNSON. 


JOHNSON was asked if he thought it advisable to approach 

JOHNSON -at, a, ted that he was afraid the colored neotiTe 

J * ! J 1 ^ 1 


the whole are a around Mims are badly fri ghten ed at "givin 
ect 

mation to the FBI. Howov^ j Jjg^aid^that^as.ai’ "'**'*' 

FBI Agents. 


information dir 
ive this infor 
„ d talli to 



* 


JOHNSON, in an effort to explain the fear of his people mentioned 

f ' mnm,} 1 ■- t " 

ergon s who said they in the gr oye tT Tr i T i fron to? 

2 wed these- two- men they s?ad...t h,e?^knew._n.qt hing,.,about this inciden 
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JOHNSON went on to say that his people would no doubt have future 
meetings and he advised that should he hear any information which might be of 
help to the investigation of this case he could get in touch with the FBI 
immediately. 


It is believed that the two persons who allegedly saw the automo- 
biles in t he grove in front of ■MOORE's house are | 

|who have been interviewed by the writers with negative results, 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent tfl 
on January 16, 1952 at Bartow, Florida: 

BtiSIb; Interview of Bartow, Florida, active in Pro- 

gressive Voters League, concerning MOOSE . 1 s activities. 


-mi • I , . ■ ) j i , Kfegro Quarters. Sartow 

Florida, advised that he | | of the Progressive Voters League. He 

said _ that he has discussed tne bombings with various persons, hut that he has 

heara no definite information blaming any individual or group for the bombing. 

M I . kaid that he has thought about the case considerably and is 
unable to think of what motive might be involved. He suggested that all per- 
sons closely associated with the MOORES immediately prior to the "bombing: he 

interviewed for the purpose of determining whether Jything had occS tLt 

would have led to such violent action. He said that he will contact the Bureau 
it any pertinent information should come to his atteni-inn 


- 27 - 





RTN :msf 


x 


1 

da a 

n 

'h 

enev 

e: 

h 

e ha 

d 


II 


















RTNrmsf 


MM 44-270 


The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
SHANNON and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on January 7, 1952. 


BASIS: 
to him in a 

on Christmas 


had stated that 
rutce joint that he saw aucomo 
night prior to the bombing* 


,es parked in the grove 


1 1 Mims. Florida, advised that he and his 

1 |rere in an automob ile with 

| on Christmas afternoon and Christmas night . | | said he had 

driven them up to Daytona where he had picked up a date and that they 
had spent the afternoon and early evening in Daytona and had returned to 
Titusville, Florida on Christmas night at 11:30 PM. They remained in 
Titusville till about 12:00 that night and then returned home. He 
stated that he knew nothing of the blast until the next morning. When 
confronted with the information about his s ee ing two automobiles in the 
grove in front of MOORE ( s house J said that was wrong information 

and that it would have been impossible for him to have seen anything in 
front of MOORE r s house before the explosion because he had not returned 
to Titusville until 11:30 that night and he had since learned that the 
bombing occurred around 10:15 PM. He advised that he did not use the 
old Dixie Highway at all Christmas day; He stated that in his trip to 
Daytona and then back to Titusville he had done all his traveling on U. S, 
Highway #1. He insisted that he had not seen any strange automobiles 
in the area of MOORS* s house and could not imagine where the interviewing 
Agents had received such information* 


| l advised that he had known HARRY T. MOO 

for a number of years, but could not recall how many. He advised that 
HARRY T. 'MOORE was a school teacher and the principal of the Negro Scho 
at the time that he had attended., He advised he knew nothing about the 
explosion nor had any idea who might have, done it. He said that MOORE 
was well liked by the colored and white folks in the Mi ms • area*: 

K 3*vt on to say that if he did know anything about the b 
fte would not .be afraid to tell, the FBI but stated he knew nothing and 
could be of no help# 
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The following investigation liras conducted by Special 
Agents JAMES P. SHANNON and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on January 6, 1952, 


BASIS: | | 

at Mims and was to be interviewed to determine whether or 
not anyone had inquired as to the whereabouts of MOORE 1 s residence 
and any information regarding the bombing of MOORE* s residence. 




at Mims, 


Mims. Florid a. . advised that he was IS years 

tated that he had worked 
^stated that the night of 


old and 
for the 

the explosion he was at a movie at Cocoa, Florida and that after Idle, movie 
he drove back to his home at Mims in his father's pick-up truck, and that 
from Titusville on to his. home which is located about three-fourths of a 


mile southeast of MOORE's resideme_he_had_takarLJibe_a 
Ho advised that a boy named 


.d Dixie Highway, 
were with him* 


stated that while driving from Titusville to his home about 10:30 

or 11:00 at night of instant explosion he had gone up the old Dixie 
Highway but he had not seen nor passed any automobiles or people walking 
along the highway. He stated that he had not heard the blast. When he 
reached the road that turned to his house, he proceeded slowly as it is 
a rough road. He stated that on this road he had not seen anyone walking 
nor had he passed any automobiles. When he arrived at home he had entered 
his house and was changing his clothes before going to work at the 
Service Station that night when Deputy SheriffL 


' W * V 

asked him if he had heard an explosion. He to ld[ 


what it was all about, [ 


drove up and 
that he did not 


barely stated that an explosion 


and asked 

had occurred some where a round that area and he was attempting to. locate it, 
at ■which time he,| I drove off. He advised that after he changed his 
clothes he and I I drove back in towards Mims, He could not recall 

at what time he went to Mims, but he remembered going over Highway #1, • 


and not the Old Dixie Highway, 
MOORE* s house had been bombed, 
looked at the place but did not 
He could not remember what time 
explosion. 


When he got to work someone said that 
He advised that he later went down and 
stay long and then returned to work* 
he had visited the scene of instant 
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* 

/ 


. s’k&’k^d taat he had never heard anyone say anything 

against HARRY T* .MOORS and could not imagine who could do such a 
thing* 
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Tile following investigation .;as conducted by Special Agents P2UC 
C. CHUSSCAUSS and JOHN A. IIAKImT on January ? s 1952: 


r* 


<» * 


ASIS; Iacuir/ of residents in the residential croa irmeaicvo^i 
north of the MOORE horr.c ♦ 




AAh 


previously contacted 


advised tua'c curing the past few clan's he talked with numerous persons both 

white and colored but hod been unable to develop any ini orr.ia t ion from per- 

sons ho had talked to regarding instant bombing. I(o volunteered moot of 

tnoso i people orpresseu tho opinion no cue fro:: Wins or vicinity had par- 
pev.’aoo.. one oombing but believed ’..as done b_ so:.:eonc outside and sway 

>A - " V v* r» u 


V i>A fc *1 V'Cl 

**• at* V E «w ^ 


• •• c 

3.n ‘Oile iioTu 


U. 3. Highway ..,1 

on parr, or tans, - advisee. ho has lived in this vicinity for tho 


past ;;0 ./ears, lio stated a good relationship has existed here between 
one wh.,.te and colored people and no kneir of no incidents , disturbances or fric 1 

tion between white and colored residents hero. He stated ho lias known HAilY 
KOQLs for a number of years but know little of hCOld * s activities since IIOGid 
taught school at itlms . 


had heard that KOORE was cuite active in the NAACP and since 


instant bombing had learned that ho -.:as ry.it o active in the. Progressive 
Voters League. He stated ho knew MOCSjS had been ruito active during pre- 
vious political campaigns in Brevard Coi-ntyj knew that LOOiffl had boon ac- 
’ c : arc ..^: ‘H iU rc o istrati0n Of negro voters at Mas; shat he had observed 
liOadC during the 1950 elections visiting tho polls located near his place 
ann \ lad observed numerous colored residents of Idas contacting WOOLS’ in- 
wpi^atci,, ocxoro going to tno poll to vote . In view of this ho considered 
I'iOORi!/ quite active and influential in political ratters and depressed his 

opiuioii onat local negro voters hao. sougnt and followed 1100115® s adv’co in 
tneir vot ;.nr» 


fetated that during and since the campaign and. election cf 

J ? ^ ^ . 


r t 


TiNT? n** j n . t w ux 

c f lu ^ GoEm ssioner and the defeat of forcer Commissioner 
who nas serveu xor 20 end years in that capacit •„ he h 1 
he P a no one make any statement? or threats against KOO.lti or air; other 
coiorco. residents in l-Iims and that although the fcelin- durinr the cam- 
paign was rather strong, he knew of no efforts on the part of >v 

or UiS supporters go gain reprisal for ?QlTEIS3i!SY«s defeat. 
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concluded ho did not believe any of the local residents -c 

or had an?' men who had perpetrated instant bombing as pci 1 sons to whom he 
has talked arc reluctant to discuss instant bombing. He stated their re- 
luc banco apparent].;" does not stem from. fear but m-i nl vv ™ ■. their lack of 
knowledge of the incident or reasons behind it* | | volunteered to 

furnish to Bureau Agents any information cor any to his attention which 

migno sued any light on the bombing or as to the identity of persons re~ 
sponsible , 


I | I-Ii_ is , residents of Kingsport, 

Tennessee anci iiato (Jit;*, Virginia, who have spent the past five winters 

vacationing at iHns, advised they arrived a t Mms or. the S aturday before 
Christmas, December 22« 1951* The! I are residing in I 


aturd* 




ins uAft WJ3.0 uxgnway, tap latter naming in front of the MOORE residence. 

. ' Awy advised they did not know MOORE or Ms vdie, ' that 

uo their knowledge they nad never soon the HOOKES , that during their stays 
in one past 5 years at Mims they had never heard anyone, white or colored, 
ogress any feeling of resentment or i].l oul to. sard MOOPJC. 

* 

They advised on Christmas day and until after midnight that night 
uno,- nad been Visiting friends in Titusville, Florida and had not heard" 

Oi "°.. 8 '??' os: *' on ^‘ 10 ®®E residence o They knew nothing of this explosion 

unu;...^ t n o f ollowing . morning x.iicn told by passersby of the explosion. 

| advised that since he did not knot-, the victims he had not been to 
uno scene o£ the explosion. and since he had not been homo during Christas 
pa,/ no Lad observed nothing of a suspicious nature. 


Hu stated during the too days proceeding Christmas day he had ob- 
serve^ no a-orango persons or automobiles in 'that vicinity uhich aroused his 

commenting that since he had 'just arrived at Mims he -.:as hot 
■loo ..ell cicruamteo. rxuh other residents in this neighborhood. I — I 

o° 5t °\ his . tiKle and 2 *claMng in this area, agreed to 

insbant borMig? U SC ^ S any ^ ora£fcioa coming to Ms attention regarding 

. ■ ^ 9 t'^‘ s • **• °» IIARltEIL, -; 2 io reside oxi the Old Dixie I-Iiehuav an- 

pi-o.n_i.aue.y one mile south of the MOORE residence, advised the -1 - have Lived* 

Soni 0 "' °^ r J , 0 f oars ! rhe <" stated they know hABH’J MOORE uhon ho taught 

^ Tf rn ? u a ° paS ir, 6 0:0 J tlioy have seen very little 

“ ,i" U1R us ano - ,aic ' J noLhing of HOOKERS activities during that 

J-Qi., o > c * 
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Ik, iliW&L, night vatolunari at the Kevins Packing House, adv’so 
was on uuty at the packing house Chris tras ni£A ana because of tho noiso 

ox ^.ac..u..-ier^ unorc had not hoard tho explosion. He know nothing of the 

boding uncil advised later that night by friends. IhSiiELL stated ho* 
VAS.I.60U one i.OOixh residence and observed the condition of tho house a-tov 

DUb <iid not J f jce a close inspection of the c;qxLosion scone. 
-v?.s..o ’.-as ao aoout 9 A.M. ivodncsdat' - , Dooonber 26, 1951* 

,. ho ., i3 ^V‘ 5r * and I 5’ S * n { iMELL advised they were at hone on Christnias 

oaoy ooserveu no sorango persons or automobiles in that vicinit 

A- "°; on fr- ies <* the victim and had heard no one across ‘ 

S iee3 : in P asapst the victim. They advised the;/ have 

‘ u rosiaqncs oi uhe area since instant bonking and have 

bonb-n- AAA 3 A 1 ^’ fc;ol ^ s ^sawiins the perpetrator of tho 

7 l i* Gc/ P*^^£ CCl every cooperation in iiirniohing to Burea- 1 Averts 

a.v JJtiWtion cartas to ttartr attertion is this rbr-Ssl. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 

and PRU£ C. CLINKS GALES on January 8 ,-inr) Q. 1 « 


JOHN* 


^ er . vl . ew of re sidents in neighborhood immediately north 

of HARRY T » MOORE residence at Mims, Florida,* 

% 

•K-Jf* 

N 

• P^OYD S* SMITH, General Delivery, Mims, Florida and A* A. SMITH, a 
cousin, who is visiting here from his residence at 2059 Inglehart Street, 
st. Paul, tonne sota, were separately interviewed * These individuals advised 
they were retired from business in the north and were presently visiting 
the i'h.mo area, having arrived in Mims several weeks prior to Christmas, 1951 

. . . , stated they were not acouainted with local conditions as they 

£ hsb they were unacquainted with victims HARRY and- 
HARRIL1T MOOREi Both of these individuals advised they heard the blast 

° + C r Si T d i he death o£ thc victims but that they were unaware of the 

snd were unable to furnish any information which would tend 
to establish the persons responsible for setting off the explosion. Both 

?“ 1Ve and st f fced tbe y wou3 - ci Turni sh any information which might 
come into their possession relative to the explosion and the cause thereof, 

. 1 . 1 Mims, Florida, stated he and his wife came to Mims 

threC from A PP alacb iccla, Florida} that since hi? 

is preoently employed as c commercial fisherman fop Y 

ar * lvrt thls orea he •»<> had no contact with 

uDo!ftM° f w» 2na ' that he had ho information which would reflect 

upon this investigation. 

.. .j , - I I Mims, Florida, stated he has 

«S-^t?d S’ n ^H?\i’ 0r -\ P S^ 0d t 0f a PP roxl » ate ly 26 years and id well' 

in the vicinity of Titusville Ld Uak Hill, Florida. ~ ^ h ° UtB extends 

» 

He Eckted that he had come in contact vdth HARK MOORE on numerous 
occasions and ms personally acquainted with members of his fooito and tta 

SDSB U0Cm ‘ He i«lihdtaa they wfweU re- 
u rea h ? t . that some of the local inhabitants regarded MRR3T*s 
activities with suspicion. He indicated he knew several years before the 

fatel explosion that HARRY was engaged in activities on behalf of the NAACP 
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and that he had heard that MOORS was extremely active on behalf of the de- 
fendants in the Groveland case* He stated the people of Mims folt that 
HARRY was perhaps engaging in activities ■which did not concern him and that 
he was not regarded as one of the peace loving negroes in the community* 

He stated he had never heard that MOORE 5; ad actively agitated any cause on 
behalf of the negro ro.ee but he indicated that the better class of white 
residents resented MOORE* s activities. He indicated that this resentment, 
however, was nc^ deep enough to cause any local resident to go to the ex- 
treme of bombing MG0RE*s residence or killing him* 


the latter of whom is attached to the U. S. Army Paratroopers located at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, were separately interviewed for any information 
they could furnish relative to the bombing of the residence of HARRY MOORE* 
None of these individuals were able to furn ish any i nformation which would 
be of assistance in this investigation, the | lhaving returned to 

Mims only several weeks ago . 


| |added that at the time of the explosion ho had 

not retired and was in the kitchen with his mother and when they heard the 
blast he immediately ran out to his car and proceeded to the truck stop 
located in the center portion of the village. He indicated that it was quite 
foggy at that time and that it was necessary for him to loan his head out 
of the window while driving his car. He stated upon arrival at the truck 
stop he contacted several persons who had hoard the explosion but observed 
no damage there. 


b6 

b7C 


He stated he thereafter proceeded in a southerly direction on U. S 
•,i'l and turned right where the Old Dixie Highway enters U. S. ?/l. He stated 
he thereafter proceeded west for one block and then turned north toward 
his home. He explained that during this enti re time he did not observe any 
other cars traveling in the vicinity. All the | | family were very co- 

operative . 


*■ 



i 


the latter employed as a cleric a if 


I’itusville , 


Florida, but who resides in Mims. Florida, adv ised that they were at. t.hei r 
home all day Christmas as well as that night. I 1 stated 

they had retired to bed and did not hear the explosion* 


I I stated she was reading - at the time , and upon hearing 

the blast went out into hc-r yard where she observed nothing except that 
lights were on in the hemes of several neighbors and they appeared to be 
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looking for the cause of the blast. | [advised that she did not knew 

that the blast occurred at HARRY T; MCQRE's residence until the following 
morning. She stated she has known HARRY MO ORE 1 . fnr» Trnrrr»a _ ViMnrn Y\r? 

gotten acouainted vath MGORJi at the time shel I 


in Mins. 


husba 

was r 

Mims. 



stated 




;e knew HARRY T. 
HARRY MOORE for 
the time HARRY 


MOOSE only by sight but her 
15 years or longer, as he 
MOORE taught school at 


advised that as best he could recall, MOORE had resigned 

as a school teacher or principal of the local colored school and had not 

been fired by the School Board. He stated that to the best of his knowledge 

MOORE is well regarded by both white and colored residents. He was unable 

to furnish any information regarding MOORE* s activity during political 

campaigns in recent years. He did state that he knew MOORE had been active 

in the KAACP; that he had heard that MOORE worked actively in behalf of the 

negroes involved in the "Groveland caw'; but stated to his knowledge no 

one in Mims or vicinity had any hard feelings toward MOORE and that he had 

never heard on y statements made, by local residents against MOORE and his 
activity » 

1 — - that he employs' several local negroes in his 

wor R kut that he has not heard these employees discuss the 
boiubing of MOORED s re silcIchc© £ ho.s not h© 0 . 3 rd. thsm ©xpi*©ss ciny opinions in 
thik rogsrclj that* in fact* when h© nadc soni© mention of th© incidsnt in 
their presence they appeared to «clna up” vdthout saying anything about it* 

t m 

. . . voiced the opinion that there is no one residing in 

Mims or vicinity whom he considered smart or capable enough to have perpe- 
trated instant explosion or who would have hud the knowledge or experience 
m handling explosives tc have committed the blasting. He advised he has 
not visited MOORE* s residence since the. incident and could furnish no infor- 
mation as to the identity of the persons who committed this act or the reason 
behind it. - 


, , . I ptated he had considered to himself the possibility that 

the incident had been »cojsmitt©d by some subversive elements to inspire 
racial differences and to arouse emotions within the State of Florida. He 
could offer no further basis or explanation in this regard. 
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,who is employed as. 

advised she heard the blast on the evening ci‘ dec ember £5. 19^1 but was un- 
ablo to furnish any information concerning the cause of the blest. | 
advisee there ivas considerable speculation in the negro ouarters concerning 
the cause but was unable or unwilling to furnish any information , 

She sc vised the was personally acquainted with Professor i-IOCiliS 
and considered him to be rm outstanding man but added she did not know 
anything about his activities. • 

% s 

iJr. and Mrs . J. H. &cIi& T DOM, resid ent?, of Mims for the east 27 


yeaps, end their son, who resides next door, I 


and his wife , 


advised they wore all acouaintea with victir;. HUiRY T. MOORii only by sight. 

They advised that to their knowledge HC CRd was well regarded locally. ""They 

knew nothing of his activities since the tine he taught school in MLmc 

until after his death when they learned through newspapers that he had been 
active in work of the MACR. 


7 

They all advised they were in . and around the Me LgRDOW residences 
on Christmas dsy but had. noted no strange automobiles or strange persons 
at that tine or during the preceeding days. They advised that ^nc one has 
ever made inouiry of them regarding victim KOORM or his place of residence . 

i 

\ 

.J* H. Me Liu'IDON , employed at the Blue Goose Racking House, advised 
that the incident is discussed very little by employees at the packing 
hc.usoj th. t he has heard no one mention the incident who indicat-G having 
iUiy knowledge of the incident j and that employees there hod advanced no theo 
or conclusions as to the reason for the blasting or the identity of the' per- 
sons oerpetratin?. the crime. 


be 

b7 


£ 


\ 

.residents of 

Mims, Florida, for the past five years and formerly of South Carolina. a r ' 

i > 1 > • t 1 i * 4 . ^ ’ 


c;v^ 


vised that they had been at home during Christmas day but had observed no 
strange automobiles cr individuals in the area. 




’dvised she was at home v& th the children Christmas 


night and heard th e explosion but did not leave the house to make my in- 

ouiries. | l statea that he returned home freri uptown shortly after the 

explosion and did not l-arn the details of the explosion until the follovdng 

day. They advised they did not know HaRRY T. MOuiS and did not recall ever 

having seen him. They advised no one had ever made inouiries of them ns t? 

aQOu^s place of residonoo or of his whereabouts anc3 had such inquiries been 

r ' n ^ e | Istateci she could not have furnished directions to the 

Moore residence. 


b/C 


0 




HJCjJHS 

m 44-270 


^ f ield foreman^ employed by advised that 

in his daily work he has been unable to ootain 'any m formation as to the 
identity of persons perpetrating this crime or the reason behind it. He 
-.uvitssd that the natter is discussed very little by the residents of i -o n <•- 

ijic no theories have been advanced in his presence as tc the C'- use of the 
explosion. 

* 

i-irs. MiiRY NICHOLSON , Box 75, Mins, a. resident of Mins since 1917, 
aavised tnat to her knowledge a good relationship exists between the white 
and colored people of Mins i She stated she knew HaREY T. MOORE by sight 
several years agoj that she has not seen hie in several years and knew 
nothin" of his activities or whereabouts during recent years. 

y 

She stated she was at hone on Christmas day but had observed no 
strangers or strange automobiles of a suspicious n&turej, that she heard 
the blast that evening after she had retired but did not leave her re si- 

/l /I 4f* r. «.•» _* ^ * f I ft 


m, w V o llVi 

dence to make inouiries as to the source or cause of the explosion, 
could furnish no further information regarding the incident . 


he 


Her invalid sister. Miss LILLIAN RAU LEReON , a 

NICHOLSON ? s home , v.'ho reportedly nc'vir goes outside the 
interviewed. 


resident of Mrs 
house, was not 


that s 
vdth H 


ijdms as DA?w sold vegetables throughout the coixiunity during most of his • 

ixietiiuCo _ » 

y 

^ _ Mrs, GRMtf stated ‘she has known nothing of HARRY MOORE » s activi- 

/ies curing the past three or four years, since he ruit teaching school 

. ^ s * ohe sta *ea ahe aid not know* until severs! months ago that 'the 
victims were not residing full tine at the MoORd residence in Mins. She 

Si f 1 ° V/ . after HARHY iIG0ILti*s death that he had been engaged in 
j -lit ic a- activities tnr^ugheut Brevard County and the State of Florid*-- 

anu had only heard that HARRY MOORE to/k an active part in the MACP. 

. , , Jirs * Gi ™ recall that r. number of the local negroes he.d 

voted * n t5 ?° 1950 ©lections and recalled hearing that H.iRRY 
T.M0GR w hiu been active m promoting registration among the colored people 
*.nu m urging then to exercise their voting privilege, She stated, hoover. 
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oho had never heard any one in Kiras make any statement or threat rg-rinst 
K-tiilcY T. MCORE because of this or any other nativity; stated that she knew 
of no one in Kiras or elsewhere who felt hard enough against MCCEK to went 
to cause him any harm and voiced her opinion that the persons responsible 
for the.- blasting of MOORE* s residence were not from Mims or vicinity* bhe 
cculd furnish no further information regarding the incident* 


TT 


LUCY SThICKLAMD, who has lived in the colored quarters on the 
east side of Kims for the past 35 years nnd whose husband, L« r.« oTRICKLu'u'SD, 
has worked during that time- rs z citrus grove laborer, advised she h"'s 
known and been personally acquainted with the victims, HARRY and HAitiilE™’ 
MOOllE, for many years* She stated that MOORE enjoyed a good reputation 
among colored residents in Mime; that MOORE was considered ;; leader of the 

local colored people who respected MOORE* s intelligence and ability as a 
leader. 

She advised she knew of no one, colored or white, who had any 
feelings against MOeRE that would have resulted in the bombing incident, 
addin-; that she had never heard any threats made against MOORE or his acti- 
vities. She advised that none of the local colored people have discussed 
the incident in her presence and that she does not believe any of the 
local colored people are connected in any way with tho incident or that they 
knew anything at all as to the reason behind it or the persons who perpetrated 
this crime. LUCY volunteered any information which may cone to her attention 

from any of the local colorod residents, which might bo of value in this 
investigation. 


— * I J Mims , who receives her mail at I 

_| Titusville , Florida, advised she has resided in Mims practically all 

hflX 1 A Pm n J. Jt — * Ini/ - -1. _ \ . .. .1 1 


9 ■ r — 7 - — w V* w *0.44 UJ.UUXJL < y I 

of her life except for a short period of time in 1946 when she and her 
deceased husband moved to Titusville, Florida, bhc indicated she wa s per- 
sonally r.couainted with both HARRY and HARRIETT MOORE and that she regard- 
ed then highly, dhe stated HARRIETT was employed by her family as a cook 
and domestic fer several years, quite sometime ego and that as a result of 
this contact she was very fond of HARRIETT. . 0 

ishe stated HARRY formerly taught in the Mins colored schools nnd 
also in the colored schools of Titusville, dhe indicated that HARRY was 
very active in organisations set up for the amelioration or betterment 
negroes in this area and in other portions of the dtate. 


jC* 

* « i 


In this connection, 


stated she was aware that HjiRRY 


wr.s an active State officer in the MUCH and. that he was also active in 


• *+ 
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politic;;! affairs in Brevard County. | stated she had subse- 

quently learned that HARRY was active in the advance if the negroes who 
ivere on trial for rape in Groveland, Florida. She added that rimy cf the 
people in Mims v/ere unaware of his political r.r.vl racial activities and that 
as a result,, little information would probably be received. 

C 

She stated those residents who were aware of his activities rroatly 
resented his activity and alway s figured tha t he was trying to stir up” 
trouble in the negro sections. | stated she did not foci that 

these activities and the resentment Whidh tne local inhabitants felt was 
deep enough to cause any cf them to attempt to assassinate him. oho felt 
that u>he feeling was only of resentment rather than one of revenue an'.’ not 
deep enough to cause any personal harm to hii;.« 

p tated she was at home on Christmas evening at the 
tine the MOORS hone was bicstoci and that shortly after the occurrence 
thereof she went to the front door of her hone and attempted to see if any 
fire resulted fron the blast. She stated she stayed outdoors for a period 
of approximately 10 minutes curing which tine she did not observe any 
activity and heard nothing in addition. 

| in conclusion, added that the relations between the 
races in wires was considered satisfactory end she had novor heard any in- 
dividual make any threats on the life of either of the victims. She stated 
that the parents of both victims had resided in this area for seme tine 't;. 1 
she had never heard any derog atory statemen ts concerning then. During the 
course cf the entire interview) was extremely cooperative. 


Upon recontacting aims, wh o furnished 

information to the effect tfcr q ~l whe- hoe 

resides in Mins for severed, months ha d report edly visited several times ’with 

vie tin HjutiiJf T. MOORIS while in Mins, j | stated this old non. re porte cl.y 

a school teacher, was considered, intelligent but rather peculiar. He could 

furnish no further information in this reac rct exceat that this i nri'i viiin.-'i is 

reportedly m* living in a house trailer kt [near Titus 

ville, Florida. , 1 1 

CKIiJK CARLiS, age 77, who resides in on .;ld car rt Johnson’s Junk 
Yard, just south cf the eirport on the Old Dixie Highway near Titusville, 
upon interview advised that he formerly owned considerable real estate on 
the upper «ut coot r f Florid.', but uri, l«i„, * U of his Kolth ond 

g rc |:° r ^ y hati cc-u-iht seclusion in Hies. He denied having known victim HARRY 
i . HOOrti; or ever having visited him at Mims . 
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Ho stated ho had visited and talked on several occasions with a 
eolorcu preacher m Mims, whose name he does not recall. CARLE stated th-t 
to his knowledge a good relationship existed between the white and colored 
cuoplo of I'ams ana that since the explosion resulting in KOOKS’ s de«th he 

sihlflrimnwt h TiS nyt “ n f. V ' h ?? h wouU t8n!t t0 persons' reopon- 

siblc X„r MGCllE's dej.tli or Miicotin;; the reason therefore. He »re s unable 

to furnish any additional information in this regard. 


lives the r y a r i 
absence of 
knew nothinTHo 


livor- • L , p adviseu thet CAHLL 

f’ f T I He state d that to his knowledge CARLE 

In in^i bombing and that he, | in making contacts 

° work, hevs not received any. information as to the cause 

or the Donibin/j or the identity of the person resoonsible for it* 

i 

I 3^ n0 ^ know victim H/iRTiY f » MOORE and concluded that he 

diu n<.t ^ of any persons in Titusville, Mins or vicinity who had any 
feelings against KCOiti, which might cause then to do MOORE any harm. 
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The following investigation was conducted by apociol Agents i J r,uc 
C. CLIA'KoC^LbS and JOHN A. Hm'ILEY on January 9 and 10, 1952: ’ 

B.iOIS: Interview with residents in the neighborhood immediately 

north of the HARRY T. MOORE residence, Mins, Florida.. 







1 , Mirr.c , Florida, 

advised they have lived in and around Mims most of their lives, in their 

present residence for the past three years; that they knew HARRY T. MOORE 
by sight but were not personally acquainted with him; knew nothing of his 
activities’ in Mins or elsewhere during recent years; and did not know 
whether he spent his full tine at his residence in Fans. 

They advised they were at hone Christmas d;iy and that night; that 

they had seen no suspicious persons in the neighbo rhood that d ay or during 

proceeding days; that they heard the explosion but | I suraised that 

the .explosion was caused by a blowout of one of his truck tiros parked ;ut - 
side his residence. 


. upon hearing the explosion went outside her front 

door but _ saw no one stirring and no cars passing. They could furnish no 

further information as to the persons responsible for the explosion or the 
reason behind it. 


. |ad vised they have 

■Li'/'iiC'L m arova.ra snci Volu sia Counties fer the oast 28 year?*, in their present 
residence fer two years* 1 

husband advised he knew hin by sight. 


}iid not know HARRY T ♦ MC0U.S but her 


C- 


citrus workers foreman, advised th-::,t he knew nothin--: 

of MC0RE»s activities during recent years; did not kn>..w and has not heard" 
of any ill feeling torward MOORE ; and although he employs several negro 
laborers , has heart, their, discuss the natter very little and offer nt' reason 
or explanation for MOORE* s death or the bombing of his house. 


thin 

cars 


c onr.unit-y xor tfte 
or persons in the 


past eight years, advised 
neighborhood on Christmas 


•Mins, resident of 
they had seen nr strange 
day or proceeding days. 



advised he knew 


during recent years; slated he has hoard 


of no statcir.entG nr u hr eats n.f;ainafc MCCiiti and knows of no c/io v/ho ro sent eel 
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x'-iuOx cJi; or his activities a He added that during his daily 
heard no reason or explanation offered for the explosion 
no further information of value in this regard . 


contacts he has 
and could furnish 


All the above individuals expressed regret of 
pledged their cooperation in furnishing any in forrrif.it ion 
tentien » 


the incident and 
coining tc thoir at- 



it 


% 
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^he following investigation, was conducted "by Special 
■and ERSD S, GORDON on January 17 1952 i 



BASIS: Interview 


Clansman of the Orlando CLavern 


a resident of the Mims, Tlorida area 

T _ — _ *rri ’ w 




. . , tf as located and interviewed 

in Mims, Morida, at which time he advised be i R «■ 


tile east coast of Florida 


as a salesman. According tcf 

tT 


3 


u jl u-uig; oq 

and is presently concentrating his work on 



£S°e^ f riSdS: xs six 

Orlanao , Honda .and approximately three years ago moved to Mims, Honda, 



not -—fitted he was a former member of the Klan although he did 

ttt reply was no - that to thought “ 031,8 



working for him, M 
one day and asked if 




_ — ^advised along this same trend of thought that it was his 

the *•"* ioa,lns aem from ’ ,ithin °» 

\ 

the Mims v J® counted £ f. 3 f c J d f nb that happened shortly after he came to 
he Mims , Tlorida, a^sa^hich had to do with a colored boy who was then 

explained, this colored boy had approached him 

rp-ni i ori imr .11 ™ lut t tbink was as s° 0d as he was, to which 

I^lv i as i i°\?° S °° d your off m Y Place immed- 

", ,f* As j I P au ^ » ^he negroes are definitely not eaual to the whitps 

hSrseJ, 1 ^ aJ * Ways been Ms feeling that a negro and a mule are just work 

ouicklv r ^ h f a f d bhe bombing of HARRY MOORS* s home, he 
on to explain tnen, he said' he had taken his young boy hunting Chrfess/ ' 
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afte rnoon and had stay ed -that evening at 

until | came to town the next 

his return told him about the bombing that 


av 


ecemoer 


he knew anything about it 


It was not 
51 and upon 


It might be pointed out at this time that at this point in the 
interview when | | was giving his activities as above, his young son inter- 
rupt ed sa yting that that wasn’t just. the way it was and it was noticeable 
that I became quite frustrated to the point of getting red ih the face. 


□ advised, he did not know BROOKLYN or BELVIN by name, however, 
stated he might know them by sight inasmuch' as he knew many people in the 
Stateof Florida through his contacts with the citrus people, 

| | stated he was not personally acquainted with MOORE although 

he did know him by sight. Furthermore that he had never heard of any of 
MOORE 1 s anti-Klan speeches although he had heard he was very active in. Lake 
County relative to the Groveland case. 


McCiS 
As I 


stated that he was personally acquainted with Sheriff MILLIS 

and nad occasion recently, since the bombing, to talk with McCALL. 
explained, he and McCALL kidded about the bombing. 


Regarding MOORE 1 s activities, 

of his had mentioned to him at one time about MOOR 
from the negroes and putting it in his own pocket. 


collecting donations 


advised that in his opinion dynamite was not used in 
blasting the muukE home.- His reaso ning for this being that late in the after* 
noon of December 26 , 1951 he had visited the scene and recalled from his 
experience with dynamite as a boy that there was no dynamite odor present t 
which is the case when dynamite is used, :t 


As | 

would help the FBI 
stated, he had bet 
be unraveled. 


condluded, he would like to see the bombing cle ared i 
"If it did not involve one of his friends," As | 
some individual even money that the case would never 


and 


| | stated that in his opinion this .boiribine and the publicity 

that followed was causing the negroes a lot of unjustified sympathy. 


| [had 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
JaMHS P. SHANNON and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on January 6 , 1952, 


BASIS : 


Twas interviewed as the result. 


give us some 

mrormati.on about MOURE as he has known him for quite a number 
of years* 


b6 
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and advised 


lives in the Negro quarters in Mims, Florida 

-hat on the night of the explosion he -was on his way home after 
having gone to the store* He said he did not know exactly what time it was 
that the blast occurred, however he felt a terriffic shock and he wondered 
just what had happened*- Upon arriving home his niece called him and told 

* t 1 I TA * fiA #4 > tM * * — W 


advised that ho 

other 


him that Professor MOORE* s home had been bombed. 

thought that his niece might have exaggerated a little } howeve: 

people in the neighborhood began talking about it so he called 

and was advised that MOORE* s home had been bombed and that MOORE and his 
wife were taken to the Sanford Hospital and were in pretty bad shape. 


then walked down to the MOORE residence and e s t imated that, h 


arrived there about 3 *00 AM and upon his arrival ho saw 
Attorney HUBERT GRIGGS and Sheriff WILLIAMS on the scone 1 ! 


States 
aid 


that he looked into the -bedroom in which tho victim's were sleeping and he 
observed the crater left by the explosion* Ho immediately surmised that it 
was not dynamite used because the amou nt of dra gs’ to the house was not ~ 
balanced with the hole in the ground. | Qualified himself by saying 


tint he had used dynamite in clearing land blasting stumps for many years 

and that it was his experience^ that dynamite blew against resistence and 

in this case it would be the ground. He stated that an awful lot of 

dynamite would be required to do that much damage to the house and a 

comparable hole in the ground would be left by the explosion. He said r 

he could see no fragments of wrapping paper nor could he smeil the -usual 

odor left by dynamite. He advised it might have been TNT but that ho did 

not know what the reaction of TNT was whether it left an odor or whether 
it blasted against pressure* 


Jidvisod that he has known ftJcKY T. MOORS for 20 some 


odd years and that he knew him to be the Secretary for the NaaCP but he 
understood that MOOES quit the organization a x^reek before he was killed. 

He also stated tha t he know MOCKS was Secretary to the Progressive Voters 
League, I ""[ advised that MOORS did not have any money and as far as 

he could learn ho did not kn;>w where MOQxEUs income came from* He went on 
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ov Ddjr b ado niirutx i. iwuitd. got along with everyone in the community and 1 
he was respected by the Negroes as well as the whites. He was a man who 
kept his troubles to hints g i f and t.f | 1 knowledge seldom mentioned 

* •u^ bleS to . his wi:Ce « l | advised tint he had talked with a few 

ot^-ohe Negroes m the Community and a lot of them feel that MOORS' s 

activity -in the Groveland case might have had something to do with his 
death ♦ 

1 1 

stated tha t he ha^ talked to 

— 1 . . was supposed to hive seen a couple 

01 automobiles parked in the ?rove; i n f rnnf. n-p happy t v;nnQ\?t~ — n rior 

to the explosion on Christ mas m‘ ght .. 

if he saw such a thing and 



uoia nim tmt he was not going 

oa * soe -o ne au-pomoo iles in the grove — + -^ n c 

to say that he did not. I tent on to rot +.ha+.T~ L 

with 1 

that 


u-i&ub. inau is as niuen as he could learn from 


in an automobile 
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. advised that he works in the groves around Mims 

and he is in contact with quite a few of the people in the Negro quarters 

day in and day out and it is his opinion that the people are scared to death. 

Some of them tell him that they are afraid to go to sleep at night. Ho 

further stated that some of them would be afraid to tel 1 the truth if they 

know it for fear of some sorb of reprisal, however,! ladvised the 

interviewing Agents that he ,b?3d no fear of talking to the FBI and that 

ho would attempt to find out all he can from his people and promised 

that if he discovered anything of value he would get in touch with the 
Agents and let them know* 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agents JAMES P. SHANNON and ROBERT T. NISCHi-ffTZ on January 6, 1952. 









;he night of instant 

explosion and 

« 1 * 


was supposed to have seen two cars 


explosion 


] Mims, Florida, advised he was 


— ' ■ ■ ■ ^ « 1 ii I * V A 4 

years o l d and w orked for| J who owns groves north of Mims 

.paid that he was in Titusville at the time of the 


be 

b/C 


explosion and had returned at about 2:30 AM that night. He stated that he 
did not know anything about the explosion until th e next morning . He 

said tha-c he was with] who had just arrived 

in Mims ‘ ‘ ' 

that 


vacation coming here from Slaton, Texas# He advised 
]was driving the car from Titusville to Mims and 


stated that they had not seen any automobiles in the grove in front 
of MOORE's residence and that they had not been anywhere near MOORE’ s 
residence that day and fur the r advised that he did not know anything aboi 
who killed HARRY T. MOORE and his wife or why they were killed. He 
insisted that they had not passed in front of the MOORE residence at any 
time during Christmas • night or day* 


k as his wife from 
I was hi s present 

Iwas the 


, Jstated that| 

whom he had separated for a couple of years and that| 
wife with whom he is about to separa te. He said that! 

one car dot | [ refused to admit any knowledge of 

suspicious automobiles in the Mims area and especially near the victims' 
residence, He stated that he knew nothing more about the incident and 
said that his connection with HARRY T. MOORE was through the NAACP, that 
HARRY T. MOORE had paid for his initial atrolicat-j or> for membership in the 
NAACP and continued to pay the dues for in the NAACP. He went 


bo 
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HARRY T. MOORE paid for it. 
member of the NAACP. 


him 



v . w - 
advised that he is no longer a 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
ROBERT T. AfISCHWITZ and JAMES P. SHANNON on January 6, 1952* 

ft 

BASIS: | I 

in Miras and lives approximately 

of the victims' home, ^ ^ 


] _ I advised that he I LpARRIETT MOORS 

and that he lives auuuiil of the MOORS 

residence and on the nignt or tne instant explosion he was at a friend's 
house playing cards and he did not hear the blast. Ho stated -that he did 
not know HARRY T, MOORE » s home had been blown up, nor that MOORE had been 
killed until a young follow called | | passed by the friend's h mso 

and announced that MOORE ' s home had been bombed, I I statod ho did 

not know what I I real name was. He advised that it was about 

midnight when the young boy came by and told them of the explosion. | 
said that a few years ago he worked for Mr. MOORE in his grove, but that 
he did not work for MOORE for a couple of years. He advised that he had 
previously worked for the f | in Miras but tha t now he works 

for s fin Titusville. I I stated that ho 

has never gone to the victims' residence to view the results of the 
explosion and that ho has never discussed the explosion with anybody. 

When asked if he attended the funeral of HARRY T. MOORE, m 

gave no reason otter than saying th at HARR Y 1 s wife] but 

he just did not go to the funeral, I I stated tnat ne was aware of' 
MOORE's NAACP activity but he did not know that M00EE_was_so active in tto 
Progressive Voters League until after the bombing, | [ went on to state 

that he did not know why HARRY T, MOORE was killed and had no suggestion 
as to who might have perpetrated the crime. He related that he has seen 

no strangers in and around the area and in fact has not been near MOORE's 
house in the past year. 


ttS 


and 

but 


- 50 


i \ 


H 
L J 


J itH : Jl-iS 
ffii 44-270 


The following investigation was conducted by Special 
arsi PRUJi C. CLINKoCALES on January 9 and 10. 1952 s 


Agents JOHiv' 


3 A'-- 13: As result o x information furnished by 

I b o the effect iiKNIE 3 IMS haa ooen contac 

by two unknown white men during September, 1951 relative to 
whereabouts of H;ull£Y MOORE, the following inve stigati on was 
ducted « 


sd 

the 

con- 




1 1 who lives on | ■ s p proximetcly 

_ |3f the MOORE residence and his wife J | were rc inter- 

viewed for any additional information they might posses s concern ing the 
identity cf the persons responsible for the explosion. | advised he 

had had an opportunity tc discuss this natter with certain .;i‘ tno other 
negro residents in Mins but had been unable to obtain any information of 
value. He indicated it is the general ten lency of most of the colored per 
sons :.n this area to horn tate t.n ri-i sr.ngf. -Kb c incident end particularly be- 
cause kith the MOORS family. 


i I . aaded, however , that he had recently been advised by a member 

of the | I fnaily to the effect they had heard that ANftiliL 3 IMLI3 , the mother 

of victim HARRIETT MOQUE, had been contacted, sometime during the past sunnier 
by two unknovjn individuals who represented themselves to be members of the 
School Board of cn adjoining county. He indicated this information reflected 
that aI\)NI.lS SlituS refused t-.. turn this information ever t the unknown indi- 
viduals because of thoir shabby a opearnnee and professed ignorance of MUOuE ? s 
whereabout s . 


Ho stated that 

would have more see cif ic lnxormauion c oncer ninr 

- _ * J 


is 


b ged visit. 


reiterated a t refit , final of thp . information furnished attinc of original c--n- 

tact as aid | | Both individuals professcc that the' motivating 

factor in the death of the victims was prejudice on the ;r.rt of some white 
persons . 


me 


t-> 




V 


ever she stated she 
source » 


of the MOORE res idence, in di • 
iovf enyxning anout tne report mentioned by| | how- 

had heard this articular rumor but did not recall the 
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was interviewed at 


in Titusville, 

Fierier ana ne recalled specific ally the incident in question :md stated that 
either tho^first^ or second day subsequent to the bobbing of the MOURE heuse 

ibe barbing with a recortor from the 

4MB ip T 

explained JESSE is 0 white man and that 
o her residence s or .-.’.tine during the 

He stated ANNIE told 


b6 

■b/C 


r>y>in; 


ho and ANNIE SIMMS were uiscu 
Titusville N3s£3 f JACK JESSE 
ANNIE had told him two men had come 
surmcr making inquiry ns to" the whereabouts of MOORE 

the reporter she was unaware of MOORE* s whereabouts inasmuch as she cues 
tinned the sincerity cf the individuals making the inquiry. She tele" the re 
porter that the non were dressed in a shabby manner cm identified them- 
selves ns representatives of the School Board of a adjacent county, She in 
dicated the r en wore strangers to her and oecause she did not like their 
appearance and since HARRY MOORE had nob been c rinccted with the teaching 

profession since 1947 » she did not furnish the information requested. 

» ■ 

/iI'JNIb SIMMS, nether of victim HiRHIETT MOORE, advised she was 
born end reared at Miras , Florida and has resided here all of her life ex 

cept for n brief period when she lived at Jensen and Mest Rain Beach, the 
* irthplr.ee of victim HARRIETT MOORS# 


* 4 


r* 


She advised victims HARRY and HARRIETT MOORE married December 25 , 
1926 rnd resided in her home; that HARRY MOORE taught one or tv;o terms at 
Cocoa, Florida, later at Titusville and f>:r several years at Mims , until 
1946-47. She stated HARRY MOORE was active in NuACR work on a local basis 
while teaching at Mins; .that she accompanied HARRY t v several NAACP meet- 
ings; and that on one occasion when the County Board of Education cut short 
six months the school term at the Mir, s colored school, HARRY had arganineo 
a colored PTA group in Mins which subseouently appealed to the Count;/ Boar 
of Eouc aticn for a full school tom. after t'^o short terms their efforts 
were successful in restoring the full tom. 

She indicated that HaRRY T. MCGHE thereafter used the local PTa 
group as a nucleus for forming an N;.ACP chaoter in Kims. She advised that 
while tee chin n in Mims a split had arisen in the colored school here after 

had filed suit in an effort to obtain ecusl salaries for the 

colored teachers r.s compared to white teachers. jumNU stated that as a 

result o f this dissent ion HaRRY T. MOORE was ‘'cut off ,; from teaching at 
Kirns and 
County . 


n ” — - — **•<*> W W. w 

|( colored) was ‘'black balled'- oy ocople in Brevard 


to 


hi C 


bho stated that subsequently a petition wa s circulated and through 
the efforts of both colored people and some white peqole in Kims, after the 
petition was carried to the County Board of Education. HARRY T. MGORi wn 
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reinstated as ?. teacher. ,‘ihe named as one cf the white resident:-; of Kims 
vho h'o worked in MC0Rj>Ps behalf to have bin reinstated one vlLLI/iK 
C-RJLiv, no.,- dscgnssa. oho advised that ns best she recalled HaRRY i40Utu£ 
taught through the 1946-47 school term. 


^ 'Iter Mb-HK learned tnat iir « DoivoN HUT'iLiJR, County .a; oo-ri n-hnn H"-nt. 
of Mucation hr.d_gono to Panama City c pd contac ted one | \ t 

originally iroiu Titusville and. offered _____]tho teaching job held by 

1'ICOxL-^ oypyidod l I would not be cf filiated with the MAC?, she advised 

I | woum not take the job indicating that ho was HARRY * s friend, 

I'iuuhi submitted his resignation, feeling that ho wns just before boin-- 
fired. ~ " 

» 

^ _ --he stated that as best she roc, ".lied it was shortly before HaRP.Y 

quit teaching that he was made -state iixccutive cecrctary for the 

a.UtCr; that HARRY at that time had been visiting neighboring localities to 

assist in the organisation cf I-Ja&CP chapters, bhe indicated eh at * 3 

•activities then had been lir.atud bo organi .ationa.l work and she could not 

.-•recall the date that MucRY nCo-iio organized the Progressive Voters League in 
.this area. 

-.MIS advised she herself stopped teaching vrhori she was '“cut off 

.in 193 5 J that she ouit going to MAC? meetings with H/uitiY -'t that time: and 

that she had never attended meetings of the Progressive Voters League with" 

MiRRY, even though he was Executive. c-ecretcx*y of both the HaACV and the 
Progressive Voters Lo ^ ?ue » 

She advised that H.d£F,.Y and H/JiRIjilT MOORE resided full time at 

Jai.i3 until about two years after M-JLSIi.,TT quit teaching in Brevard Coun. bv - 

th'-.t HARRi., jj. i after Doing idle for -“bout two years obtained work' as 0 . 

teacher about 1946' in the vicinity of host Palm Dc.?eh, Florida : and there- 

after MRP.Y T. KQCitS lived most of his tine with luRTiliiTT at -Vest Palm 

iM.-.cli making trips at irregular intervals to his residence in Kims. 5he 

oq. vised that the electricity at the 2x00110 residence in Kiras stayed or. all 

the time cr.d that it was the custom of IIAPdffi ::.nd HARRIOTT MCOKli to str-nd a 
few clays every Christmas at Mims ♦ ' ' 

L 

ehc added that orior to the death of her husband, DA vU SIMKb, on 
c'jsy 9» 1950 H/iRP.Ii,TT MOORE made e. practice of spending almost every weekend 
with the SIKMd family at Mins but that since DAVO*s death, HARRIOTT * « v i*it« 
to Mins, like HARRIS, were at infrequent and irregular iAtervnlT Shl ad 
visea that all xirst class nail for MARRY MOURE received at Kiris v;~ 5 for- 
warded to him by the Post Cfficebut chat she, AMIR, obtained and forwarded" 
oulky nail. 




53 


JAHjJMS 
2#i 44-270 


cnoj I advised that H/iRiiY MOORE had 

seen ^several a ays In tarns, rioriae, just prior tc the May , I950 oriiuary 
c-lection, actively engaged in registering the colored people here*. The'*- 
ad vised that HARRY had attended political neetings at Mins, Titusville and 
Cocoa, Florida about that tine and that while making efforts to have loc^l 

f°;? r ^ d \_ citi '' en " register to vote. County supervisor of Registration W. I. 
biahiiY had reportedly made the statement that he would not allow any ne*-roe 
m the county to register and vote. 

, recalled that ono Colored a.M.E. minister, for- 

merly cu Titusville, now reportedly residing at Sanford, Florida, had 

xilod a suit in court in this connection.. She recalled that HARRY MOORE 
had written a letter to the then dtp. to Attorney General TOM WATSON .who 

letter with instructions to Registration Supervisor 
dalidil vhat_ SalAaiY must all ow the negroe s in this area to register and 

vote. iuU'lm indicated that pa s a close friend of I-IaRRY T. 

MCCiUii « 1 1 


CXI' 


ANNIJi recalled that prior to HARRIETT MOORE ■ being -"cut off'- a S a 
teacher in 3revard County, she had accompanied HARRY to the office of the 
County Superintendent of Education to inquire as to the reason why ' 

HARRIETT had not received her teaching contract. In the absence of the 
Superintendent of Education HARRIETT was told by a clerk in that office that 

she knew nothing about HARRIETT’S job having been filled and that HARRIETT’S 
contract could possibly be in the nail. 


cc wo: 


t r. hr- ^RRT^frar. 1 I ^ otl l6r person replaced HARRIETT as a 

W ?,. , t . — p: ; I according t.; 

| reportedly asked about a letter which had been sent tc the 

attorney General after which HARRY took from his pocket and showed to 

Ja copy of the letter HaRRY hed writt en to the State Attorne y General, 

inouiring if- this was the letter to whic h I I referred. | reportedly 

stater* that it was and. told. HARRY MOuRS "'that he didn’t appreciate that kind 

of stuff.-' . ANNIE attributed HARRIETT MOORE’ s failure to have her teaching 

corrcrsct renewed to HARRY KCOEE’s activity in the Na&CP and the Progressive 
voters League. 

4 

4. a f ter this incirJcnt and after remaning idle for two years 

that fL-utivIETT obtained employment as a teacher in the West Palm Beach area 

where she v. r as so employed until the bonding of the MOORE residence. 

tc k 


AMMI& nncl 



t 

wIMJ-IS advised that HARRY MORE had- spent about three 
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) 

dffys in Brevard Ccunty just prior tv or at tho time of the general election 
in Nr.ver-.bcr, 1950 where HARRY was active in behalf of DAVE NI.:i3LT -nd in 
obtaining support for N133ET fron: the colored voters. HARRIETT MOORE re- 
mained in Rest Palm Beach at that time and HARRY MOORE took his meals at 
the oIKMS residence but slept in his ovai hone at Mime, 

j* • 


advised ho had heard of nc hard feeling toward 

HARRY MCOiuS before the' 1950 election but that shortly after this election 
he hr.d heard of considerable bitterness toward HARRY T. MOORE because of 
his efforts end support of DaVS M IoBST which result ed in the defe at of Nr. 

T*i / *1 r if • r a . * m 


stated ho 


FORTENBERRY for the office of County Commissioner 

had hoard a statement, fron whan he was unable to red ail, “that -the FOR- 
TENBERRY crow was sore at ILiREY because they felt HARRY was responsible for 
the negro vote . ;i | p tated that after receiving this information ho had 

driven to Orlando, Florida and there telephoned a cousin in dost Pain Beach 
rooue sting the cousin to advise HaRRY and HARRIETT MOORE not to cone to 
Nilas because the FORTENBERRY forces were ''sore ,; at • HARRY . 

volunteered his opinion that he felt if the FORTEN- 
BERRY fences nan xero -on at bitter against HARRY they would have ■'g-.tten 
HARRY : before now. He added that after censidemti _n he also felt that the 
FORTENBERRY forces might have been uncertain as to when HaUUY T. MCORB 

would return to his residence at Kins and night have waited until now t' 
harm him. 


a ch urch jn h em 
that 


further advised t 
SerrTtt Island, ANNIE 


that MOORE had n ~t been at the meeting at 
stated she had heard HARRIETT MOORE say 


had reportedly said, during the time HhRRY was active in 


registering negro voters, that "H.utEY MOeRE had better not carry this thin~ 

too fsr. ! 

ANNIE SLIME stated that because- ox HARRIETT SIMMS* nervous condi - 
tien and HARRIETTS efforts to have HARRY MOORE not trike such an active part 
in the Groveland case, HaRRY had unooubtodly kept seme of his personal pro- 
blems »nd troubles to himself. " 


In this connection! __ 

TIMES-UHIOH (Jacksonville newspaper) that HARRY MOORE had been present when 


stated ho had read in the Florida 


IRFIN (one of tho victor, is in the Grove land case) had testified and ANNIE re 
cnllea. rLAxAIETT MOORE saying that HARRY MOORE had been in personal contact 
with IRVIN f s family during that time. 
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ANNIE SIMMS , continuing, stated that she is not aware that E'uuiY 
HCORL received any threats during the period of tine he woe workin with 
the MaACF* She stated that HARRY realised thus Ms wife ana ether members 
of the fondly were very nervous about his activities in the previously 
mentioned organisation and that if he did receive any threats he would 
not have communicated thic fact to any of thorn. <> ohe stated it was cus- 
tomary for HARRY MOORE to keep his wife very well posted on his itinerary 

and that she would have known his whereabouts daily. 

% 

ANNIE stated that during the period of time that her daughter was 
in the hospital at Hanford that she was with her continuously. She stated 
HARRIETT MOORE was reticent about furnishing information concerning the 
bombing or the parsons responsible for it since she feared that reprisals 
might be made on members of her family* She stated that after several days 
in the hospital she decided to furnish any information she night have end 
is certain that call of tMs information was furnished to Bureau A gent s or 
law enforcement officers who interviewed her. 

V 

SIMMS further stated she urged her daughter tc cooperate t .1 the 
fullest extent and was of the impression she did so. She recalled that 
HARRIETT MOORE .advised, her that the shock of the blast had caused a cer- 
tain amount of los.-; of memory and was particularly uncertain about seme of 
the events wMch transpired during the latter part of November and early 
December, 1950. 


ANNIE SIMMS further added that HARRY MOORE did not confide in my 
ether member of his family relative t« his activities and was unable to 
furnish any names of persons in whom, he may have conf ided. She stated; ho w- 
ever. he was very friendl?/ with af who is l 1 £ 

| |0rlando, Florida arid that he v:as partic- 
ularly friendly with a | f at Sanford, Florida. 

Relative to IkiRRY MOORE* s activities, she is aware of the fact 
that he did make a trip to the office of Governor FULLER .v/iRItEW at Tallahassee, 
Florida, sometime during the nsunth of September or October, 1951 at which 
time he laid his program before the Governor and was allegedly ceirmerided for 
it. She indicated he was keenly active in the Grcveland case and that his 

activity in this regard fused into the final result, which was the bombing. ‘ 

& 

She indicated that HARRY MOORE* s activity was regarded as dangerous 
both by MCVRE and members of Ms fondly but that he disregarded this feeling 
since he felt he was working in the interest of his race. She stated he 

V 
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never expressed any fear- but that he was cautious about his personal safety 
rnd never stayed overnight where he did not completely trust his host. 

Relative to the allegation that she had been previously contacted 
by two unknown individuals inquiring as to the whereabouts cf HARRY, ANNIE 
dIMMS denied she made any such statement. She stated at the tine she is 
alleged to have been contacted by those individuals she was in Mew York 
City, having been away from Mims from June, 1951 to October 13, 1951* Ohs 
stated, however, that she had heard by rumor that two unknovm individuals 
had made contacts in the negro quarters of Mins as to the whereabouts of 
victim HARRY MC0RE. She indicated she had no specific knowledge of this 
fact . 


She added » however, in this connection, that she had heard that 
those n on had made inruirv o f 

li n Mi irs .. that | haft tried to thfhW this mart of f bUt that ] I 

Ihad overheard this conversation and furnished the exact infor- 
mation as to where her son-in-law resided. 


rrn 


ANNIE S IMS further added that 
tienal information concernin': the events 

4 t 

the blast which ha.ve not previously been 


she was unable to furnish any aadi 
which transpired on the date' of 
furnished. 


* 

Accompanied by| |rn inspection was made of the contents 

of the pocketbcok of victim HARRY T » MOORiS. It is noted this purse contained 
seno names and addresses but no other information cf value. The following 

S r 

names wore obtained from slips of paper and business cards located in 


HuRIi i T. MOORE* s wallet: 


1. 


plainer 

sidered 


, Tallahassee, Florida. It was ex 

this individual was a Titusville boy who is being con- 
fer appointment as a Deputy Sheriff in Brevard County. 


ipopka , 


Fort Myc-r s 


5. 


Daytona Bench 
Day ten a Beach . t 


Miami, Florida 


\ 

l 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ and JAMES P„ SHANNON on January 1, 1952. 



Undian River Citv. Florida. . 


| in Brevard County and they are familiar with 
many or the white and colored people in the Mims area 
who work the groves* " 


* 




advised 

that he first heard of the explosion that killed HARR! T. MOORE on the 
day following the blast. He advised that he had no idea who might have 
done the -job. but he stated that HARET T. MOORE was moving along to o fast 



in his Progressive Voters League and his NAACP activities 
qualified himself by saying that MOORE was quite a leader amongst 
but it was his opinion that he was going too fast. He advised that he • 
held no anamosity toward MOORE and that he had never personally known the 
man but he knew of him because many of his drivers and packers often 
spoke of MOORE. 

i 1 

stated 

many of the white residents in the Titusville - Mims area would have 
liked to have seen MOORE 1 s activities curb somewhat but she did not 
feel that murder was the proper way to do it. She frankly admitted that 
she did not care to see the Negroes get toomuch power through their 
voting and -she did not care to see them organize such as the NAACP 
had organized them* 


Both 


said that they held no 


hatred for the Negroes whatsoever, • that they had many of them working 
for them and that their relationship had been nothing but the best in 
the years they had been in the area, however, they were -just southern 
minded people and felt the Negroes should be kept in their place. 
Neither had, any idea who -might have perpetrated the bombing and they 
said that their Negro help seldom mentioned the death of MOORE and his 
wife. Both advised that if they heard anything that would be of 
assistance in the matter they would notify the FBI immediately* 


5B - 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agents JAMES P. SHANNON and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on January 6, 1952. 

BASIS ; f l also known as was with , ( 

the nig ht of the explosion and was une Doy who had toTq |“ 

I Ithat the MOORE house had been bombed* 




1 advised that he is known by the name of 

in the Kims area and that he is a grove worker. He advised 

that he came to this area from St. George, South Carolina about a year 
and on e-half or two years ago and that he did not know HARRY T. MO ORE > 
I stated that on the night of the explosion he and I I were 

returning from a movie at Cocoa, Florida in the I I pick-up truck, 

and from Titusville on he recalled they had used the old Dixie Highway. 

He stated he had not seen anyone nor had they pass ed any automob iles from 
the time they le ft Titusvil le until they stopped. at | | home. 

He advised that I I went to his house and was changing clothes 

getting ready to go to work when Deputy Sheriff | S topped 

in front of the house and asked them about an explosion. He said 
had no t heard any explosion and was curious to know what had happened* 

I drove off in the direction of Mims in the search of the explosion. 
When I I had completed changing clothes they started to drive into Mims 

to| ^ | worked when they passed a woman whose 

name |s ould not recall- ana sh e tol d them there was an explosion over 

by Mr. MOORE 1 s place at which time I I caught up with Deputy Sheriff 
and advised him of the information this woman had given him. 


automob iles from 
| home. 
ins clothes 
| s topped 
He said 


, , further advised that a lit tle while af ter Deputy 

Sheriff [ left for the MOORE residence he and l fa rove down 

to see what had happened. He stated the house was badly damaged by some 
kind of a blast but they did not ask any questi ons and left soon after 
their arrival. He stated that after I I went back to work, he 

went.- on up in the Negro quarters and stopped by a house tha t was having 

a party. He did not know whose house this was but said that 

las there and he told him that MCORE’s house had been blown 

up. | [stated that he knew nothing more about instant explosion and 

said that the Negro boys do not have much to say about it. 
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FRANK F. 




The f ■ 
!H and 


Ifiation vms conducted by Special agents 
on January 7, 1952, at Cocoa, Florida, 


:e stated 


BASIS: On January 6, 1952, previously inter viewed. 

conb acted Agents to advise t nem ne naci boonfalking wi th one 

| Cocoa that day. 

He stated that | h ad ma.de thfe statement tna 'effect that they 

would never find out wno did the bombing at Mims and further that they 
could not find out who did it when the next one 'occurred "over here", 
indicating that a bombing would probably occur at some futur e! date 
on the west side of Cocoa in the co lored sect ion. | Thermo s ted 

his identity be kept confidential tc| [in the event| 

were interviewed concerning this statement, - 

* 

■3HM ftt 


On interview | I stated that he has be en 

the | E or 

approximately 30 years and that he has been a resident of Cocoa for the 
p st 40 years. 

Esl appropriate questioning not disclosing the identity of 

readily admitted having. made the statement "that they would 
never una ouo who did the Mims bombing" , He said he based this statement 
on the fact that the perpetrators of the bombings in Miami had never been 
caught and that the person or persons responsible for the Mims bombing 
would never be caught. He stated he recalled making this statement in. 
Grant's Barber Shop and also recalled that some 4 per sons wore p resent at 
that time. None of the persons named by him included 

I * 

stated that in his opinion "if they" would leave the 
Negroes alone everything would be alright. On direct questioning he 
stated he did not know who "they"werei 

Again by appropriate questioning ionied having mi do 

any forcast that another bombing would occur in uocoa. He emphatically 
stated that if he -ted any such inf orma ti on he would quickly furnish that 
information to the appropriate authorities for handling, 

I | stated he was unable to shed any light whatsoever on the 

instant bombing either as to why it was done or who did it. 
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During the interview, commented that all of his crew 

at work are colored people. He stated -they have been very reluctant to 

talk of the bombing and he has been unable to. learn their opinion of the 
bombing . 
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A. FORTENBERRY 


The f 

PE.;!!®: F. MEECH and 


iffijation was conducted by Special Agents 
_| on January 6, 1952, at Cocoa, Florida. 


BASIS: To interview for any information in his 

possession concerning FORTMBERRY and the political situation 
in 3rovard County which would be of pertinence to the 
investigation. 




On interview, | furnished the following incidents 

indicating the scope of FORTENBERRY » s power in Brevard County,. 

< 

* 

I htated he had had his attorneyl 

in the United States Amv. I 


in the United State 

some prope rty which | |owns as compared with property owred bv 

FORTEMBERRY. I lar.ar.fi,-; nn rums pi of propertyl l 

land that FORTENBERRY owns a similar 
piece or property extending for a half mile on either side of the road. 

The county roe- rds shw that ~| baxes a year on his property 

and tint FORTENBERRY paid only $113 a year taxes for 528 feet of road 
frontage. In this connection ho stated that FORTENBERRY while on the 
county commission was a member of the Tax Assessment Equalization Board. 

He also noted that FORTENBERRY'S sawmill was located on part -of his 
property fronting on Merritt Island Road. 

|rccalled having heard from] Iwho was 

forms rlv employed by FORTEMBERRY | | 

I that FORTENBERRY owned the nnterprxze .Lumber company of jAnifamyi n ^ 
Florid a . according to his information this is a dummy corporation. 

I noted that all of the lumber purchased by the County Commission was 
purchased from the Enterprize Lumber Company. In fact this lumber 
came directly from FORTENBERRY! s ' Company located on Merritt Island. The 
billing was Eff-de through the .Enterprize Lumb er Cocimnv for roeord purposes 

only* | ptated he had also leaicned from l t hat FORTENBERRY 

at the present time is devoting all of his time to the newspaper, "East 
Coast Trade Winds" and that his work at tho sawmill has generally como 
to a halt. He advised that] loP a v^rv p-o -jd 

friend and business associate of hisJ I 


PrTT 7 


piece or property 'extending for a 
■ The county roe- rds sh j>w that | 
and that FORTENBERRY paid oniyfI 
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on Merritt Island. According to I L as in strong 

opposition to FORTE NBERRY and h is -political m achine in the past 1950 
elections . | ^ V entured that | I might possibly be receptive 

and furnish information to Bureau Agents in this case. 

also pointed out that all of the practicing attorneys 
in the Co coa-Merr it t Island area are subsidized by the political powers 
as soon as t ncy set un practice. In this connection he pointed out that 
his attorney I who had checked on the tax matter for him* 

was within 30 days thereafter working for - FOR TENS ‘!1ERY and a strong 
FORTENBERRY, supporter. 


Concerning the allegati on that , FORTENBERRY had had a road 
built to his home with county funds , | | stated he had no absolute 

proof that this action on FORTENBERRY’S part of County Commissioner was 
in the nature of fraud, but does know that there is a definite rumor to 
that effect; that the road was built for FORTENBERRY 1 s sole benefit. 

He stated that the road had been built after FORTENBERRY hid been 
defeated in t he 1950 election but before his successor DAVE NISBET 
took office. | stated he had spoken about this matter to one of the 

county commissioners whom he declined to name and that this commissioner 
had stated that he had voted in favor of the road and further that ho < 
would vote in favor of any such project -for any county commissioner who 
desired a road built within his district. 

( recalled another incident concerning the Canaveral 
Port project. He stated that there had been a great deal of opposition 
to the projec t in the county. He noted that the Cocoa newspaper, owned and 
operated by a I I wnlch 'is usually neutral on any controversal 

question came out one hundred por cent for the F ORTENBE RRY proposal for 
a bond issue for the Port project. According to I I. within a natter 

of weeks after the bond is sue had been approved a good hard t on rn?d w as 
built to | I road from the Merritt Island Road. I ~l 

stated this road is some 8 miles in length and of benefit only to 


a road 


Concerning FORTENBERRY, himself, | | stated it is 'his 

understanding that the elder FORTENBERRY is an extremely sick man and 

that he has hail some severe attacks of an unknown matter within the 

recent past, I stated he estimated FCR TENBERRY would be worth 

anywhere from $500, 000 to a million dollars if ho were to liquidate all 
of his holdings. 
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I I expressed tho opinion that FORTENBERRY is at this 
tirae attempting to regroup his powers for the coining elections, in an 
attempt to regain control of the County Commissioners and in particular 
regain the position of Chairman of the Canaveral Port Project. 

I pointed out that FORTENBERRY 1 a main purpose in all this was to 

get back on the Port Prsject Commission because he had the most to lose 
by being out of this particular picture. 

recommended very hi ghly one [ a 

Cocoa Beach Police Officer. He stated ) | was an extremely reliable 

and alort officer and that he had been doing considerable specula toon an d 
casual questioni ng of people concerning the bombing. In addition) | 
stated was well acquainted with the political situation in 

Prnrard County and could furnish Agents with considerable info ran ti on 
along this line. 
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Florida. 


following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
lind 


FRANK F. MEECH on January 7* 1952, at Cocoa Beach, 


BASIS: To obtain fromf 


] Cocoa Beach Police 


Officer any information in his possession concerning the political 
situation in Brevard County of pertinence to instant investigation.. 




On interview 


stated that he has since the bombing 
talked to a large number of colored, people in and around Cocoa Beach and 
that they all refused to express their opinions as to who might have done 
the bombing or why it was done. 


at first expressed the opinion that there was no .'one 
at fjrevard County in the political picture who would use a method such 
as was used on HARRY T.. MOORE to eliminate him. He stated he felt certain 
that the perpetrators of the crime camo from outside Brevard County. Ho 
mentioned in particular that the white and colored population in and around 
Mims was unusually harmonious in their relations with one another. 

In- re sponse to questi oning concerning gambling activities 
in Brevard County, | | stated that prior to his death. JOHNNY WEATHERS . 

was the "king pin". He stated that one| | book- 
keeper and close associate. His immediat e partner was one ! ~l 

lis vory "close" at the County Seat- 


In this connect ion ho not ed that 

in Titusville. I Istated that when WEATHERS died the gambling business 

IspciriH to have 

. - - — | is operating 

|l in Cocoa. I l st ated he was not acquainted with 


was supposed to nave D^en split up and further that 
taken over the co lored secti on. He al so stated tha 


anyone by the name of 



of his own 


During the course of the interview 

recollection and without questioning or prompting by Agents recalled that the 
elder FORTENBERRY was the big political boss of Brevard County. 

noted that FORTENBERRY was the biggest employer of 

the Negroes in Brevard County employing them in both his sawmill and various 


be 
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county jobs. Ho stated that after the 1950 elections, FORTENBERRY made a 
canvas ox the colored quarters in the- county in an attemp t to Wr-n 

fuL wh y th 5 colored vote had turned against him. stated 

that tnxs was a well known fact in and around the county. He also added 
that it was of significance to note that HARRY T.” MOORE as the leading 
representative of th e Progressive Voters Leag ue was at t hat time the 1 ader 
of the Negro people. Also in this connection " l ibserv.-d that the ■ 

egro peap - e a ? a class seemed to require a leader and that for all of the 
yo^rs before fLiRRY f . MOORE appeared on the scone FORTENBERRY fo ri h*™ -hfo-i^ 
_eao.er in that ^ they would do most anything he requested of them. 1 
observed that it must have been a great blow to FORTENBERRY to learn that — 
his power over the Negro people in the county tad been broken, 

most for ob f rved tbat FORTENBERRY was, in his opinion, hurt the 

aost by the election* By way of explanation he stated that the Canaveral 

Port project was the "big plum for FORTENBERRY and that by being ousted from 

S e ^ OU S ty 4 . C ^ SS ^ n ? was basically ousted from the chairmanship 

oi unG irort Authority Bo&rd.* tT ~ - j -- j — 1 a 

• * , « __ 


stated FORTENBERRY ted a great deal to 


by th ® sale of hls land m the immediate vicinity of the Port Proiect 
if the project were to go through. J 


tiling to 
again" . 


In this connectior 
get back in as County 



stated, "FORTENBERRY would do any. 
er and head the Port Commission 


„ np L_ — —J stab ® d that immediately following the 1950 elections, 

r ORi wNB jRRY was silent. Shortly thereafter the. people of Brevard County 

Fo£*™ 3 f n “ g t n? CaS10nS ° f the Gan averal Port Authority, of which 
FORTENBERRY was still Chairman until the end of his term December, 1951. 

ba ginning of 1951 FORTENBERRY began riding the present 
.authority Board, and has at the present time gone to the extreme of 
operating the newspaper. East Coast Trade Winds, wherein considerable 
space is devpted to the Project, its merits and proposed benefits to 

Brevard Comity and the stupidity of the present Port authority Bo-'-rd 
m the handling of this project. 

N 

, . _ . | stated that FORTENBERRY is at this time preparing 

his forces t o rega i n ^control of the County Commission and the Port Pro Wt 
r-nd that ho, | I, expects either FORTENBERRY or I Ito 

qualify as candidate f er the County Commission. In tins connectio n he noted 

i 
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a membership in the County Commission from that particular district of the 
County automat i r.ally carried with it membership on the Port Authority 

Bce - rd * |_ Rioted that FCE TBNBEPuRX as keeping himself in the lime light 

at all times and has done so since his defeat in 1950. 


I | volunteered the opinion that the Mims bombing was 

either going to frighten the colored people in the county into submission 
or they were going to cause trouble. He stated that in his duties as 
police officer he has come to the tenative conclusion that it is going to 
frighten them into submission. In this connection he noted that for tho 
Negro vote to have any effective direction on the coming election whoever 
in the county qualifies in thoir minds as a loader will be able to control 
their vote. He ventured the opinion that it would take a long time for 
another colored man to accomplish what HARRY T. MOORE had accomplished 
and that the colored people would in all probability resume their old 
aliance with the FCRTENBERRY powers. 

On questioning! (furnished the following names of 

individuals whom he considered close associates of FORTENBERRY . 


ARTHUR DUNN - | stated DUNN is a strong FOR T3NBARRY 

man and further that DUNN is the type of individual who would be ths re if 
ttero were any division of spoils to be made. DUNN is a County Commissioner 
from the Mims district at the present timo. 


rare 


COLONEL BUTT - 
and BUTT were extremely dose 
He pointed out that COLONEL BUTT, 
the Port Authority a oard and that 
of his resources. 


_ stated that at one time FORTENBERRY 
they at the present time are bitter enemies. 
Mayor of Cocoa at the present time heads 
FORTENBERRY is fighting the Board with all 


JOHN fORTEMBERRY - CALDWELL stated 


_ and further that he is the elder FORTENBERRY r s 

constant companion at all mootings. 


]stat 


d ho did not think that anyone cf the Coun - 

Commissioners with the exception of ARTHUR DUM was in sympathy with 
FORTENBERRY, 
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The. following investigation was conducted, by Special Agents 
and FRANK F. MEECH on January 7, 1952, at Cocoa, Florida. 


BASIS: To determine from| |whether or not he attended 

the meeting on M erritt Island .lus t pnor to the 1950 elections, 
at which meeting | a ppeared and whethe r he hr, s any 

inf Jr nation concerning an ill feeling on the part of .-•UDSijW' 
FCRT2NB3RRY and HARRY T. MOORS, 



t 


Concerning the Merritt Island meeting mentioned in the basis, 
stated that he was not at the meeting and further that he did 


not think: HARRY T, MOORS had attended the meeting. 


m 


Concerning any anamosity between FCRTSNBSRRY and HARRY 
MOORE, SILAS stated that he knew of no specific instances wherein 
FORTENBERRY had made any threats or statements concerning MOORE s pecifically. 
He did recount, however, the "Roberts Case". According to | \ ROY 
ROBERTS ex County Sheriff and HUBERT GRIGGS, present Assistant States 
Attorney, ran against each other for the States Legislature in the 1940 
elections. At that time GRIGGS won the election. Shortly before the 
close of the Legislature, GRIGGS was appointed Assistant States Attorney 
leaving a vacancy and requiring a special election. The election was 
between ROBERTS and AKRIDGS. At that time ROBERTS won the election. 

The next election was th,c- 1950 general election and again was between 
AKRIDGE and ROBERTS. At this election and as a result of the' activities 
of the Progressive Voters League the colc-.red vote was ba nded tog ether 
in a block and was able to defeat ROBERTS. Accord ing to I I ROBERTS 

was very disturbed and angered with MOORE', I I stated that ROBERTS 
is the owner of the Ford Garage in Titusville . In this connection, 
however, SIL.S noted that he had nover heard that either FCR TEM8ERRY or 
ROBERTS was out to get MOORE. 
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i.ic following investigation 

j:-; ona ?^us c. cimscAtss on 


-..as conaucec-ci t-- Special Agents JOHN 
January 7, 1952: 


3ASIS : Interview' of 


.e:it ioned. b;, 


as ocing able to furnish additional substantia oilrig; lniornaunoH 
regarding the meeting of supporters o.'. ! Count;/ Commission candi- 
date DAW) NISBNT on Nerritt island in October, 1950. 


^ A A 


Isl 

vis- 



n Merritt 


ISiNT 


an< ’ :ias ouyn v. r cxj- aware of the political activities of the various candidates 

Awio _ woro running for election and re-election in November, 1950.1 1 

advised for a great many years the .affairs of the Brevard County Co^massJob 
-^o,. bucn rad ? l \ th ? control of ^JhWOiLVairhiidlY. Ho indicated that OTfffi-f- 
-as a victorious candidate in /the Democratic Party in the Kd/ 1950 
px ’, j ar/ election and trat the November election was considered as morel; a 

uor/iality inmcdiutol;; proceeding iris assumption of duties as Chairman of 

County Co.’-missioners for Jrcvard Count--. 

6 v 

, addeo. tnat about azlvo or sin - reeks nrior to the November , 

ivou^clocuxon .» was approached by some of the residents* of Yerritt Island 

,v a :t..£ OGOa indicated they rcrc dissatisfied with the activities of FCBYEIJ- 
AOJiiwu.. anu v-as Came for a change ♦ He stated approrj;. iato3.y 70 of the 

oats canning x rate men, both business and -orofossional, decided to have e 

neotiiy; at the home oi| |ut Indianola, Florida about October 1. 

* 


advised no nas resides. in Cocoa for a great many r, ‘cars 


. . , r - a seated c-hc person who led this meeting ./as an a 

^5'^; T0 ,.° r 3 Orritt Islal ? d ? v:ho ” as dissatisfied persons].^ v;ith FOHTN Ji-S.htl « s 
" ' 1 r ' " n >‘ 3 : vo s0<au as ^stance for the construction of a bridge on the island. 

— — — | i iruher staoeu this xioooin^ \/as liolu for the purpose of deiojmirn v * 

ui aC cons ici oration p.nt} ^^Tarv^r. ^ 


tttt r — ~ k?uwoou o.Ub iioooin^ vas uoiu i or the pvv**ooso of detorriiln 

M w, -^?i 1S;L ? eraC ’ :L< ?? , , sa ?P or '^ ’-'^ch could be given to the idea of sponsoring 

J ' n c2,naidG0c ‘ J - 0 - ' c, ^° office of County Commissioner against FOiTEK^ 


►3 ~ A 


r* r 4 

wO p 


ho advised that the residents were enthusiastic; that several candi- 
j.uclud„ng himself,' x:ere . considered but that finally in the absence of 


o9 
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DAV2 IJISHEf, the group agreed to draft raid support 3IS3KT for /chic office, 

c.id ho :;as subsequently notified of this drafting. It was also decided 

\fv_ ■ ■ .ould not make a public announcement of the selection $ that thoy 

..Otic ,h ccoeo. slOv.I,/ , c au i. j.c u sly me i.~vcn dex-orejuination prior to raking an 

ox! ..c.'.a.J. announcement; . 16 was mdacaoco. that all plans for the coRFJui'jn 

wore : laoneti out. 


|__ | ptated ho did not recall that an;, • of Mr. FOIiToi-IhEFLil^ s 

constituents ’.rare present at this meeting but ho learned later that the 

o ^- the ners ons attending’ the meeting wore Icnown to FORTH."— 
diiuuu'. aix uhat ne J I alone ’.rath sin or eight other non active at 

crocs meeting, ’.rare kicked out of the County Democratic Part - "-* Ho stated 
he was also selected by the group as IJI33ET»s canpaiga Manager. 

* \ 

jix ter jiis sexection he undertook to operate the esnoaign in an 

^\ cr he ^ along with other men, discussed. 

.1 ;,° l - 1 1 tr " c iSlS3j ^ i campaign with some of the negroes who live on 

werr :, .uO island. At the request of sore of the negroes on Merritt Island 
Xu vj&s decided ui/io & ricoting i/ould ba held, a colored church on it 

Island to discuss MIS3ST»s campaign, 

. . . ceoting was attenaod by I |^nn himself, as reoro— 

scncaorves of dlSHdT.^ At this tlaio | | did most of the talking in 

oenalx o.c /.aSBEr ana an an effort to gain support of the colored voters he 
moEKioacd on incident which occurred immediately prior to the May orinarios 
waxen nad axsappoirracd and aroused the colored voters of Merritt Island. 

In explanation of this incident stated FORiHIlERRY had 

been promising improvements, including the cutting of a drainage ditch ' 

ohrougn a residential area on the island. lie stated that before the Ha”- 

prxiiar^ j* O kTH IBHlitY had placed a bulldozer or dragline in the vicinit " of 

Proposed drainage ditch; had left the machine there until after his 

e„ocoi°n in the May. primaries : and lied immediately thereafter removed the 

i-.ac-'unc ic.-c.hout moving any dirt or rakin'; any somplanco of cutting a drain- 
age date.-, u “ 

% 

as a result of this meeting which! statod ’’as no + •>+« 

tended by victim HARRY MOORS, the negro la Uore of MorJ itt Isl^d stated 

^ b .. 'y; orco ' SU-O sequent meeting in Cocoa of the various loaders in the 

upper Ayovard County ar 9 a. At this time arrangements were made to meet at 
^ue ro s. ,c,cnce ox a negro leader in Cocoa, whose name ho did not recall . 
inis noecxng was arranged sometime during the middle of October, 1 9p0 . 
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tives of 


[further 


HARRY 


representatives from . Mims , Titusville, Cocoa, Merritt Island and Equ 


Gallie , 


advised that 


t.ha whit.P. WTRFtTCT 1 ronwicantatiyog attend- 


He stated the 


ing this meeting were DAVE NISBET, 
victim, HARRY T. MOORE, appeared t 

* y Jr ^ w v ^ w wii wv v ^ v/4. uu^/ UCD ClU 

this meeting, end acted as spokesman and directed questions to the white re- 
presentatives in an intelligent and businesslike manner* He said they were 
impressed by the intelligence of HARRY MOORE* 


b6 
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At no time did HARRY MOORE indicate he would assist or support 
NISBET in this campaign but they were very anxious to learn all of the 
issues and what the negro race would obtain in the event their support was 
furnished* For example, MOORE wanted to know what stand NISBET would take 
^•^h regard to the appointment of a colored Notary Public on Merritt Is- 
land, and what other assistance he would give the negro race* 

i 

At the conclusion of the questioning session of. this meeting, 
MOORE stated the colored leaders present at this meeting desired to dis- 
cuss the matter further and as a result, the white representatives de- 
parted, 

| H stated he has not seen the victim sihce that date, al- 

though he heard from DAVE NISBET that MOORE was an outstanding negro leader 
m the county and state,, that he had extreme Influence with the negratrSl 
that he was a representative of several national organizations. He re- 
called NISBET displayed communications with MOORE on the stationery of the 



campaign and recalls that 
the negro vote* 


sta ted that HARRY T* MOORE was very active in this 

i i 


assisted him in efforts to develop 


stated he, himself, did not take part, in 

■ 


phase of the elduuionj cAa't his, 

consisted in combating the active publicity directed at NISBET by the 
FORTENBERRY forces and attributes the, defeat of FORTENBERRY in this earner 
paign to keeping on the offensive. He stated FORTENBERRY continued to 
answer NISBET* s attacks in a defensive manner t He indicated that at no 
time was he ever informed by any of the negro leaders, including HARRY t 1 , 

MOORE, that they had decided to support NISBET up to and through the 
general election. 
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slso stated that FORTENBERRY was very active during the 

political c^mp ^ign himself and that his chief lieutenant appeared to be 

3 grove owner who was with him, FORTENBERRY, during the e\ 

tire campaign* He stated pne of FORTENBERRY 1 s most active 


s, 
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■'•■■fas . who is enployed by the County Hoad Department and xiio was 

given tine 'off on election day to transport colored voters to the polls* 


added he had learned that 

voters on tills day, and according to| 
these three voted for FORTEiOEREY. 


had transported only three 

'’..11 statement, he doubted if 


In this connection, according to | | was permitted to 

retain Il ls position vdth the Road Department despite the election of hISBCT . 

Hfurthor stated not a single employee of the cox^nty government was 
fired as a result of their prior support of F0RT3MERRY and all of those 

who -.ashed to continue in the employ of the County after HISBET’s election 
were permitted to do so* 

I i continuing, -added' that FOliTRI-IBERRY has taken his political 

defeat very seriously'-. He indicated that he x/as certain FCRTMiSiRRI felt 
this loss very deeply and immediately subsequent to his defeat started again 
to effect his subsequent re-election to the office which ho had vacated. ’ 


In this connection! I stated that F©TEI'BSmi purchased 

newspaper which he presently- operates under the name *»Trade Winds 5 *; that he 

has been openly ^ critical in this publication concerning the present County 

Coimssion and in particular, needling then regarding the Canaveral Port " 

Av.tnority project in x/hich F0ETKa3.jaRZ was xmusually interested and to which 

ne naa devoted a large amount of his efforts while Chairman of the County 
Cor.mss-j.on, " J 

, . . I stated that during the entire period of i. r ISI3FT«s emmaim 

ho naa gJiuierou jpuorfs, facts and figures relative to the county finances! 
he rndzeaued he had recently- destroyed this data but recalls that there wore 
siiij.ac 4 .cnp iunds an the coxxnty creasxxry to handle a great many of the r>rn- 
jocus y.-iw.cn were desired of FORZdiBKREY during his incumbenc-. f 
soa-uoc. a-o was a icnoxin fact that any qxxestions ashed of FORTS' UU^lnr — 1 
hj. S> o enure ox office were general!" received by one of two answers. He cx- 
p-a.'.nen ^uau requests for financial assistance were cither ansxjered ”ho !5 or 

.? iunas* u uc stated this financial data -was gathered to combat this act-’ - 
vroy on the part of FORTSiCIERY. 

* 

J !.. * , i Jfurther indicated he felt that F0RT®JI3ERRY -was keenl:. 
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oi ms r.enbcrship in state or national negro organizations. 

* 

In addition he stated FORTENBERRY is a very astute politician, very 
v.ise in political ways and, he stated he did not believe FORTkoERRY would 
go to any axfcreme in effecting his re-election, iio indicated . F(®Tj^ajBKRY 
oieis a great deal of land and other properties on Merritt Island and that 
he was a good businessman and had financial ability to rake purchases which 
would no doubt return considerable monetary gain, ’ In this connection he 



rbh 


in eecea anu vicmroy ana un crony might realize considerable 

profit through sale of land in the process of tills groubh. 


In summary. 


stated that he had no knowledge which would 


indicate that FORTENBERRY was involved in or connected in any way with the 
deatn or victim HARRY T» MOORE* Kc advised he personally does not believe 


O' 

o 




cicath, 

realise that closure would be the cud o£ hir. £ inane ially • ocrsonallj and 
politically. * ' 
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Agents 

Merritt island, Florida* 


Rowing investigation was conducted by Special 
and FRANK F* MEECH on January 8, 1952* at 


BASIS: To obtain from DAVID S. NISBET* County Commissioner* any 

information in his possession concerning ANDY FORTENBERRY and 
Brevard County politics of pertinence to instant investigation* 

t 

*8#* 


b6 

b7C 


It will be noted that, DAVID S. NISBET ran against ANDY 
FORTENBERRY in the November, 1950, general elections for County Commissioner. 
NISBET was placed on the ballot by a write-in and defeated FORTENBERRY. 

On interview Mr. NISBET stated that it was within his 

knowledge that FORTENBERRY had taken his defeat very hard in connection 

with instant election.' He. also stated that he knew that HARRY T. MOORE 

had campaigned very vigorously for him* NISBET, and further that it was 

through his influence that the colored vote of Brevard Countv swung 
to NISBET. ' * ** 


NISBET volunteered a number of instances indicating., 
fraud on the part of FORTENBERRY during his termination as County Commissioner. 
These various items have been reported elsewhere in greater detail and 
will not be set forth in full here. 


In addition to those instances previously reported NISBET 
delved into the manner by which FORTENBERRY accumulated his wealth . He ‘ 
stated that undoubtedly FORTENBERRY had amassed his money indirectly by 
being a County Commissioner. By this he stated he meant that FORTENBERRY 
by reason of his position was able to buy thousands of acers cf timber land 
for defaulted taxes* From this land he was able to cut timber which was 
in turn cut into lumber in his sawmill. Much of this land is located 
on the west side of Banana River just west of the proposed Port Canaveral 
Project and through which the proposed highway would enter. It was NISBET 1 s 
thought that FORTENBERRY would stand to make a considerable amount of 

money should this road go through * that' this money could be made by 
sales to the County. ' - 
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In reply to question ing NISBET furiri ; 

information about JOHNNY WEATHERS and | | He stated WEATHERS 

was the recognized racket man in Brevard Uounty for many years until his 
death in 1946* WEATHERS was also a strong FORTENBERRY man. About 

Juntil several 


NISBET stated that he was 




4g° when he and WEATHERS had a falling out over some matter of 
J having to sell some numbers on his own failing to ac 


1 w 

J disappeared from _ the County 


to WEATHERS. Imm ediately 

for a year or two. When he came back he settled down in his present 
place o f business, a .iuice stand, located north of Mims. Nisbet stated 


was also a strong FORTENBERRY man particularly in _ 

He recalled one instance when | | came to him, NISBET, and told him 

he had no business getting involved in politics, that things were pflti.ino 
along alright. NISBET expressed the opinion that he did not think! 
has been involved in any rackets since his return* 


be 
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NISBET also recalled another incident in which a bar owner, ' 

°I Cocoa was shot at several years ago. 'He emphasized that he had 

no proof but the gener al conse nsus of opinion was that| |wa S the ‘ 

individual who shot at This incident he stated took place prior 

to the death of JOHNNY WEATHERS. 

NISBET named the following individuals as being close 
associates of ANDY FORTENBERRY j 


J. S. BRODERSON - A very close associate of FORTENBERRY. 
NISBET stated he did not know how BRODERSON made a living but noted that he 
appeared to be quite well off. He stated BRODERSON has a small citrus 
grove and a small dairy neither of wh i ch would bring in enough income to 

support him in the manner of his living. BRODERSON is about 60 years of 
age. 


- NISBET .described 


protege of FORTENBERRY. He recalled that 


nndg. t» 




as a political 

K-gffPV I o 

1 

and 


«*•» uu utuer uuuwaru employment . — HIS wife works m the A & B Grocery 
Store on Merritt Island. He does not show much financial success* 
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| |lives in Courtney and maintain s 

a small office near the Merr itt Island laundry, | | 

is one o f a large family, some 40 or more, 
none ox wnom n ave anytning uo do witlj |lt should be noted 

that one of th d | ran against a FORTENBERRY man in the 1950 

election* NISBET was unable to recall the name of the position* 



COCOA , He is not too closely as so cl . t 

below | 

r s newspaper. 



near b 6 
h FORTENBERRY, but as noted b7c 
of the East Coast Trade Winds, 


Island 


successful, 


Of 


NISBET stated he believed 



-Ul 


I 


s from Mississippi, 


Of the above Individual s NISBET nnt.F-d that 


. of FORTENBERRY 1 & 

newspaper, the EAST COAST TRADE WINDS, when it was first published. In this 
connection he noted that FORTENBERRY is the type of man who never cones 
out in the open on any of his pet projects. He always has someone el'se 
fronting for him. It will also be noted that the p resent editor of the 
Trade Winds is a man by the name of 


NISBET stated 


is a stranger in these p p r rts an d as 'a manner ox lact has never heard of 
anyone who has ever seen 

NISBET went on to state that FORTENBERRY seldon comes 
to any, of the meetings nf the Port Canaveral Commission, Instead 


either 
NISBET 

to put before the<meeting and generally confine their remarks to 
criticism. 


comes in his place. According to 

these individuals never have anything of a constructive nature 
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NISBET noted that there has beenro one fired from the 
County Payroll ajS a result of FORTENBERRY 1 s defeat in the 1950 elections. 
NISBET did state, howev er, that there i s a strong political association 
between FORTENBERRY and| land that he NISBET has tried to 


#r 

\ 



/ 


t 


i 

ft I 


X 


N 


r-1 

L J 


MM 44-270 
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fi*"© since he has taken off however, no one else on the County 

Commission appears to be interested^ and whenever he brings the matter 

up before t he Commi ssion it is passed off with some comment to the 

effect that l I has only about one more year to serve before he is 

eligible for retirement and therefore he should be allowed to serve this 
time. 

k 

NISBET stated that he knows of no KKK activity in Breva 
County and expressed the belief that there has been no activity for 
many years* He did recall that when he was in his early teens there was 
a Junior KKK and he was a member of it* He stated, however, that it was 
purely a social club* He recalled that his scout master had quit his 
job as scout master and became the leader of the Junior KKK* ~A11 the 
members of his former scout troup quit the Boy Scouts and joined the 

Junior KKK* He stated he does not know if FORTENBERRY has ever been a 
member of the KICK at any time* 

NISBET attempted to evaluate individuals who are 
FORTENBERRY* s associates who might be approachable concerning instant 
investigation and who would not divulge the contact to FORTENBERRY* 

He stated that none of FORTENBERRY* s close associates were in his 
opinion approachable* He did, however, mention that COLONEL NOAH BUTT, 
Mayor of Cocoa, has for many years been a very close associate of 
FORTENBERRY r s but that since FORTENBERRY * s defeat he has been strongl y 
opposed to FORTENBERRY* NISBET also mentioned one 

r 

X 

I [ is a former close associate of FORTENBERRY, 

■who has since FORTENBERRY 1 s defeat turned against him. 

NISBET also stated that the present Secretary of the 
Port Canaveral Project Mr. N. M« ARGABRITE of Cocoa Beach would be -an 
excellent person to talk to concerning the present condition of the Port 
Authority. In this connection he noted that the records of the POrt 
Authority during the period FORTENBERRY was Chairman of the Commission 
are either missing or very poorly kept. In either event it appears t 
impossible to determine from these records the disposition of the funds 
which have been made available to the Port Authority Commission. NISBET 
noted that a bond issue of one million dollars had been voted -for the 
Port Authority. 
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Concerning FORTENBERRY 1 s publication, the EAST COAST 
TRADji FINDS, NISBET stated that the paper is edited and assembled at 
the office of FORTENBERRY * s sawmill the Merritt Island Lumber Company 
located on Merritt Island Road. The telephone number of the Merritt 
Island Lumber Company, 258W, was formerly the number listed to, the 
newspaper. At the present time the telephone of the newspaper is 

838 * ' • 


* 
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The foil owing investigation was conducted by Special 

Agents and FRANK F. MEECH on January S, 1952. at Cocoa 

Florida:: 1 

y 

_ BASIS: To obta in any information in the possession of| 

I b onceming the political situation existing in 

Brevard County and any particular information in his possession 
concerning the activities of ANDY FORTENBERRY* 





On interview 



stated that he along with 


1 of the leading 

tively engaged in defeating ANDY FORTENBERRY for the position' of 
Commissioner in the November. 19*50. pal far**h*i rvn« _ S’bfi.’bsd 


that he was one of those individuals who had been ousted from the Democratic 
Party by the special meeting called by FORTENBERRY and that this action had 
greatly incensed him and his other associates. 




Related a series of events which have 


previously been set forth concerning the rumored fraudulent practices 
engaged in by FORTENBERRY during his terms as County Commissioner and 
Chairman of the County Commission and inasmuch as these have been set 
in great detail elsewhere they are not being , reported 1 b re* 


out 


It diould be noted that 

to furnish absolute proof of any of the _ 

adding that they were purely hearsay in his knowledge 


unaKL 


I was questioned as to the names of any 

individuals close to FORTENBERRY who might be approached for more direct 
information in instant base. He stated he did not know of a single member 
of FORTENBERRY 1 s group who would be approachable and who could be trusted 
not to take the information back to FORTENBERRY. In this connection, 
however, he did mention that COLONEL NOAH BUTT, Mayor of Cocoa and Present 
Chairman of the Port Canaveral Commission had originally been a close 
associate of FORTENBERRY and a staupch supporter, but since FORTENBERRY 1 £ 
defeat in the 1950 general election FORTENBERRY has been severely 
critical of COLONEL BUTT’S activities in connection with the Port Canaveral 



be 

b7C 


l 


I, 


H 


11 


i 


MM 44-270 


Project, As a result of this mH -M rd .q 

present time bitter enemies. 

BUTT could be approached in confidence 


i EOBTENBERRY and BUTT are at the 

stated he believed COLONEL 

by Agents 


ao - 


RTN :msf 
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The f ollomng investigation "was conducted by Special 
Agents ROBERT T* NI3CHWITZ and JAMES P* SHANNON on January 7^ 1952# 



d HARRY T* MOOREU 


something 






as 


jims^ Florida., 

(Company^ Mims 

Known tlAKKI T* MOORE for about 1 ^ anH -hhn-f Vi^ to MOORTH 


pTi 


A 


business location they 


work for HARRY T. MOORE and that M „ 

s^-Qw in his paynisnts J but he always paid his bills and to his knowledge 

advised that MOORE was always in debt but as was stated he managed 


to pay his bills* 


be 

b7C 


I |stated that the last time he had personally 

contacted HARRY T, MOORE was during an, election four years ago* He advised 

he had gone to HARRY T. MOORE a t that time to get an idea how the Negro 

vote was going to go*. | S tated that in this election he himself 

was for a candidate named MILEER and he decided to ask' MOORE what 

MILIER ' s chances were. Upon approaching MOORE. \~ A dvised that MOORE 

refused to make any statements saying that he would not commit himself 

as to which way the colored vote was going to go and refused to give 

any information as to the feelings of the Negroes in that particular 
election. 


' _ _ | | stated that two years ago in the county 

election in the race between DAVE NISBET and ANDREW FORTENBERRY he had 

considered approaching MOORE again to ascertain how the Negro vote was 
going but decided against it for he knew MGORE was a good politician 
and would not commit himself. | I stated that' he backed NISBET 

in this particular elecoion and he had gone around to a few Negro families 
and asked what they thought of DAVE NISBET. He failed to get any idea 
as to how the Negroes were going to vote. He advised that MOORE controlled 
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the wegno vote xn this area and. that MOORE seldom did any talking around 

his home town in ary election until the county election that FORTENBERRY 

and NISBET participated in. He advised that MOORE would not commit himself 

as to how the Negro vote would go but he felt that MOORE had backed 
NISBET in the election- 


stated that tha_i 

during that elect xon was when a fellow named] 
one-half mi Ip. nnr+.hoas-h of MOORE had ma de 

him, | about the election*] 

talking to a group of citizens info rmal iy qr<->nn< 


nlv trr>nh1e that occurred 

who lives about 
retty rash statements to 
stated that in Mims he was 
. election time and he 


had voiced the opinion that he thought that if the Negroes were taxed the - ' 

should have a right to vote like any other person. At th id 

a staunch FORTENBERRY advocate tried t o pick a fight with| \ 

oy saying "you Nigger loving S .O.B. 11 , | [said that hg -j7j-nnc,ru 

became mad ^ but decifted t.hfjt a fight would do neither he nor 

&ny good* He stated lhad been drinking and was known to be a hot 


tempered individual and too that it was becoming known at this stag 


the election that the Negr oes had b een instruc ted to v ote for MTflBfrT 

Jwas mad about this. advised that works for | ~ 

land is well known in the Mims area. He stated that he andl 

are still friendly and they speak to one another quite often* He 
attributes harsh statements during election time to drinking 


of 

and 


the hot political race 


is well known in the Mims community and 


is noted for a hot temper , however, he is not violent by any means* 

¥ 

I [ stated that he has no idea as to who might have 

killed HARRY T. MOORE and his wife and has no idea why anybody would want 
to kill them. ■ He admitt ed that MOORE was politically powerful among the 
Negroes but felt that no one would kill him because of his influence 
among the Negroes* 

On the night of the instant explosion] stated that he 

had gone to the movies with his children and had retur ned noma . At the 
time of the explosion he was : lying on the bed in his children's bedroom 
reading to them. When the explosion occur red it violently shook his house 
which is approximately! |of MOORE ' s residence. He said 

it frightened his children so bad that they both threw their arms around 
him and just quivered* His wife asked him what had happened and he stated 
that he did not know but he assumed that one of the big trailer trucks 
at the truck stop had blown a tire. stated that a few months ago 
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around September or October he was working late in his shop when a terrif 
blast shook the area and that he had gone outside and finally found out 
ohat one of the large trucks in the filling station directly across from 
his place of business had blown a tire* He said this explosion was very- 
violent, therefore* he thought that the explosion on Christmas night was 
the same thing* He did not go outside to .investigate. • He stated that he 
did not know that HAREX T. MOORE had been killed until the next morning 
and that morning upon hearing of MOORE* s death he had gone down to see wh 
had happened and was amased at the sight of MOORE ‘ s house* 


. Since the explosion he has talked with various people about 

who might have done it or why it was d one, but the only conversationtbat 
atays ^ his mind is one he had with a | [ He stated that [ 

— j us ' fc racking conversation and they were discussing the terrific 

f° r ° e , ° f the blast and that they thought that it might have bfen something 
that the army uses. Neither had any basis for this. They th pn rK g^Ttggarl 
who in the area was in the A 

who had recent ly returned from] stated lhat nossiblv 1 

. foniethinp shout . the explosion and that mavbe th* nniio P 


should check him. | 

doing anything like that and| 

conversation from his thoughts! 


possibly 

I police 


not imagine| 

and he dismissed the 


_ had set off sonn 
from I 


avna 


He stated that had this explosion occu rred .’font'* rvr -p-Ht-p 
years ago that the police would probab ly havr* rvi i-.Vp d up 

He went on to say that a youngman -named [had live k In the Mims ar ea 

for sometime until four years ago and that this boy I had been in 

trouble with exploding dynamite in and around the Mims area. He said that 

_p -J had . set off som ? dyna mi te east, of highway one almost across the 

street from | . land that the police had arrested 

him and he recieved some sort of punishment for this. H e had not heard 

of U l for some time now * H e said that he knew be had been in the 

service and returned to Mims and got in some other kind of trouble and was 

ordered out of the St ate of Florida* and had gone up to Georgia to live. 

He felt that L |did not have anything to do with the recent explosion 

but just mentioned that had it occurred some years back he would have been 
une xirst one the police would have picked up. 


uHS/fc 

next 


spared tnat tie hears a lot of rumors about the 

they were of no consequence tut advised he would 
time he hears anything about it. 
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ijChe following investigation was conducted by Special .Agents 
and EHED JD. GGtfflQL\f on January 17, 1952; 


b6 

b7C 


BASIS i Interview 


a iormer close associate of 
EQhufhBSSRY to determine if anyone in OTTIKESRRY* s camp can be 
approached in confidence. 




p i B , i" "1* 


Merritt Island, Elorida, advised that he 

was one oi vue main supporters of BQK3MIHBHRY in the 1950 County Commissioners 
election held in Cocoa, ELorida* RAMSSY stated there was great attention, 
heavy opposition in this election and that many times before the election 
actually came off, he and ECB TMtBE RRY had talks, mainly about how they 

might try to find a legal way to stop all the vote buying, having reference 
to the negro votes* 


Along this same line of thought, according to l ^ he recalled 
a meeting that took place one or two days before the election, held at a 
church on Merritt Island, the purpose of which ^as to line up the negro votes 
against ECEDEMEHSY 0 stated that | 1 

headed this meeting. As liAMSSY recalled, MUUR& himself never showed up at 

this meeting, or any other time on Merrit Island during the campaign or 
election. 


being so 



stated that MOORS was known to him only by reputation and 
very uiose to ICEOHEBERRY, he was certain that EOIfflMHSRfiY held no 


animosity towards MOORS or any member of the negro race* 


I stated that ECECEHHSSRY, although very bitter, and still 
is over the outcome of this election, holds a group of 17 or 18 white per- 
sons who live on the other side of the river, meaning Cocoa, as the ones who 
actually beat him in the election* According to | ~| ECEESL'ESERY* s atti- 
tude concerning the negro votes was that the white people actually guided these 
negroes to vote the way they did* ~ b6 

I 1 b7C 

1 .(recalled a meeting after the eientinn. at which ECMSMSSERY; 

an attorney by the name of| | who has since left 

tne Uocoa area and joined the armed forces and himself attended, the meeting 
being called by EOEOEMEEHRY, and the purpose for it was trying to see some 
legal way in which they could bring the federal government, in on an investi- 
gation, namely because of the vote buying that they felt took place but 
they just couldn’t put their finger on it. 


V 


V 
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I stated he knew of’ no Elan activity in the Brevard County 

area and one last he could recall any Elan activity at all in this area was 
sometime when he was just a kid. 


, I I stated he has lived in this area, his entire life during 

Wh i ch t i> ,e -caere has never been any racial problem whatsoever, It was 

_J feeling that whoever bombed the MOORE house were outsiders, mean- 

lng outside Brevard County, who were attempting to stir up racial ■problems 
in their community* ~ 


time, he now felt that 


county position., 
in this county. 


Again 


stated that while he was very close to 




IDJ 


ao one 


because of his bitter attitude, was a 

... A ^ _ * 



running 


FQR 1ENBE BRY had served his purpose 


FCETEHBEHHY 


HARRY MOORE he , more than anyone els . 
i known of such animosity and he concluded 
towards HARRY MOORE or an.v other membfir of 


n 


r 
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I She following investigation was conducted by Special Agent I 

| and SUED E. GQEDQM on January 17, 1952; 

ft 

BASIS ^ Interview Col, luQAH BUST, Mayor of Cocoa and present Chair- 

Sw*fn^2lv P0r ^ / CaJ3aver f 1 Project for any inf or nation concerning 
PQSEEiiffilELiY anu/or pertinent to instant investigation, 

k 

, Coionel KOAa B, BUTT, Msyor of Cocoa, Florida, was interviewed in 
his law offices located in the Arcade Building at Cocoa, Florida, at which 

» J> . . J r . . I j v • | . ^ i a great many years, BOUT 

stated that since the County Commissioners election in 1950 PCfiSIBINMEifiY has 

been very critical of everyone and everything and even former followers of' 
his, including himself, BUTT advised that FORIEMRRY had taken the atti- 
tude of extreme bitterness toward the world and had set up a newspaper 
primarily to criticize the present officials in Brevard County*. 

• BUTT stated that he had helped FGESEijmSRRY during the election 

but^tna-c he was very definitely criticizing him now in his newspaper writ- 

BUY1 stated he did not know MOORE although he knew him by repu- 
tation, mainly that he was very active in getting negro votes in Brevard 
Lf ounty , 


BUS went on to advised he had never heard WHSWSSSRY express 
any comments about MOORS during or after the campaign. Ho wever, as he re- 

J!®I erad years _ ago when an individual by the name oil | who 

^ ^ independent and whom FCKEENBERSY was supporting, that h 

behalf of I 1 FQRESMBERRY had gone to Mims, Florida to talk to the 

negroes. Upon his return, according to BUTT, FORTffiBKERY referred to MOGH 

ft This, however, was the only comment concerning MOCKS 

tha^ he could ever recall. 


more 


. l. , i reCa ll6d that according to articles he read in FORTEKBERRY* s 

FORIMBERftYts opposition in the County Commissioner election paid out 
than $3:?, 000, to beat Mm , 

•m. 

BUTT stated he could not conceive of any angle, particularly at 
ead J?£ n th f county, ^ that . might shed some light on the bombing of HARRY 
, BUTi stated that if it is a local proposition namely Brevard 
y, it would have come from the Mims, Florida, area and not the southern 


N 
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part of the county. 


BUTT advised that he was not aware of any recent KEK activity in 
Brevard County and as "best he could recall, the last activity was sometime in 
the 20s* BUTT stated that it was his information, that there is a branch of 
the EKK, the Order of Junior Mechanics, organized and active at Mims, 

Florida today. BUTT could furnish no names of the active member's of this 
Order of Junior Mechanics* 


Insofar as any suspects in this matter. Colon el BUTTS stater l t.Tpa t 
he was wondering whether or not the FBI had talked with] 


1 who would have 


as | | in his opinion, would be the only local: individ 

enough nerve to do such a flagrant act*. According to BUTT 



]was once 




who was, back sometime ago, a 

■o-nmhl pr and ran a bar in Cocoa, Florida, It was BUTTS' information that 


was one of . lOBTEKBBIKfty 1 s supporters and was supposed to have influence 


over 



BUTT stated that as he could recall, I las served tine in 

Orlando, Florida for bad checks and also was involved in some sort of shoot- 
ing scrape sometime ago in Titusville, FLorida. 


BUTT stated it was his honest and candid opinion that FQETMHSR&Y 
wouldn' t have enough nerve to do any such act of- violence and doesn’t be- 
lieve he would inspire anyone to do such a thing*. 
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The following 
January 10, 1' 


BASIS; . Investigation at Cocoa, Florida, indicated the possibility 

KHCESilBEiffiY, may "be implicate d in "bombing ft flriOTfiP.tR 


Sheriff 


b6 

hlC 


Florida, be interviewed for any knowledge in h, > ^ 


Yero Beach 


psessxon con- 
with the FCR 


"WEATHERS 

TMBER&Y political machine. Also develop in i oraai 1 b n as to FQEfflM 

s activities in Brevard County* 



■r'r t 


_ _ , Indian River County, advisei 

was a city policeman on the Cocoa, Florida, Police Department from 

at which time he went with the Florida Highway Patrol . 
auaoea onax during the time he was a Cocoa City Policeman he arrest' 
JOHH WEiplHEES, who was the bolita "big shot and also had slot machines and 
tried to cause WEATESRS all the trouble he could in trying to break im hi s 
tolita and slot machine activity* He st ated thatf Iwas one 


WEATHEBS1 


Continued that due to his causing 


WMiiiiiiRb so much trouble that WEATHERS 

night and it appeared that they were going f.n trill Vnm, He later learned that 
the man that was supposed to have shot 
and would not do it. 


in the back lost his nerve 


b6 

u 7 p 
' L) / O 


.Titjii 



stated that he does not know FOHTEilBERSY' s connection with 

however he has seen them talking and it appeared that they were 
friendly* He does not know what connection! Ihad with FQR- 

, if any. 




stated that PORTENBERrtY is a tight mouth cracker 11 and would 
anything and not trust anyone. He continued that at one time 


not tell any one 

s son needed some held and his father , PQR2SSBBERY, would not 
help, him at all a nd did n ot treat him as his son* I [ believes that this 

son is now dead* I 1 stated that he does not know any of PORnuSBERRY’ s 

illegal activities in that county,. 



4 


H 




t 


4 




Mi 44-270 XV. DIVSSTIGAT XOI'I RE SUSPECT EAiA/BH06KLT^ 



. _ w - cted by Special 

- • MifieH and JAM2S P. SEAj&Qitf on January 15, and 16, 1952: 



BriSIb; The following individuals have been interviewed inasmuch 

as they are neighbors of suspect EARL BROOKLYN who resides in 

the Lake Mann area of Orlando, having address Route 3, Box 339E 
Orlando. 



*** 

k 


I | Orlando, who has 

lived m tne latse Mann area for the past four years, resi ding on an un- 
paved street adjacent to the street on which BROOKLYN lives, furnished the 
following ; 


MRL BROCKETS' is a good neighbor, quiet, good natured, who is 
a sickly fellow, having be en in the hospital a lot and had some of his 

insides cut out, had had no "words 1 * with BROOKLYN , does not know 

about any organizations jiHOOKjLTh might belong to and has never heard that 
BROOKLYN was engaged in any Klan activity, BROOKLH frequently goes fox 
hunting on Sunday mornings, having 12 gauge double barrel shotgun. 


The only politics in which he has been engaged is that concernin; 
the re-election of a Juvenile Judge MATi Id) MATTES b (possibly 


ptated that the following other persons who were 


neighbors might know something about BROOKLYN : 


from 


who lives 


| | who lives around the corner, 

r 1 

I — ^ho is presently const ructing a. home on T.cilcfi 

Mann on a street close to BROOKLYN* s home. h* s been | | 

I and has known of EARL BROOKLYN 

lor tne past ten years but has had little contact with him, Because he 

had dealt with EARL* s wife personally, he had not seen EARL BROOKLYN in 
the past five years. 


g 
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He has never heard that BROOKLYN was engaged in any political 
activity and does not know whether or not he is a member of the Klan. 

When qaestioned as to the identity of any other individuals 


EU 


K> W±JL\^ 

(H . FAX' SLiIL) , a plasterer 

in tiie Klan bat he could not furnish any basis for this belief. 


stated that one PAS’ HALL 
Mann 



An old man named 
d home, according to 



lizes in the shack adjacent to the 


i * 


recommended that a neighbor! 


had nad a "falling oat" with BROOKLYN several times ovei 
be interviewed. 



i.iVingo V.nr.io in 1 rt f’o'hiar: 


Siinl BROOKLYN resides, 
s wanes x-nao ner nome was moved to that location only five months ago, she 
knows nothing about the BROOKLYN family except of a mi nor nature . Their 
only contact with the BROOKLYN family was p eriodically. I I 



How that tha 


they have no reason to visit the BROUHLBi home. 


|did remark that the BROQKLYNS seem to be home 

most of the time and are alwa ys using the •phon e , which is a par ty line , 
Concerning Christmas holidays, ! | stated that she visited 

her own folks and upon returning home at 4 or 5 -P.K. Christmas day, can- 
not recall that the BROOKLYN jeep was at the BROOKLYN home. She is not 
positive but she does believe the jeep was missing. 

of EiiBl BROOKLYN, who resides 
to the street on which BROOKLYN resides! 



lurnisned. the following information: 

I started the interview by saying he has known JnRL 

iiLYN 12 or 13 years and believes he knows him a little better than the 



otner neighbors "he don't know nothing bad and he don't know nothing good; 
he* s just a. poor old man and understands he goes .around beating people 

up;" BROOKLYN is violently anti-negro and PnSO HALL (B, P_iT fLiLL) is essen- 
tially the same type. 


related that about 


ago he had a negro man 


working f 6 r mm on a tractor, this nagrn inirmaywo tn Op.nrp-i s» in nr n r-rr t.n 
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a group oi live or seven nooaea individuals toress ea an tne wmte 

robes and hoods of the Ku Klux Xian) drove up to the home in three 

cars* Hie believes that they drove from the directi on of the HROOKLYh home 
inasmachas | ~l -P hase five or seven 

hooded individuals came up to the porch and as | came to the door, an 

individual whom he recognized by voice, build ana clothing exposed below 
the robe to be EAkL BROOKLYN, called out to him/’ to come out, 

| | asked BROOKLYN and his cohorts if they would come in 

ana sit down, that ha didn't have anything to hide. Because the group 
insisted, |came out on Ms porch, BROOKLYN and an individual 

whom he recognized , by voice, build and general appearance to be Pn'I BALL , 

grabbed ^ by the arms and forcibly moved Ma from Ms pordh 'forward 

and in tne direction of I I 


ana src uom 
insisted, 
whom he rec 
grabbedj 
and in tne i 


atM 


so stated as ne rou 



arm 


while this was going on Q 
the house from smother entrance and. 
approached the middle of the street 


came around toward the 
■To Ms recollection 


_|came out of 
:roup as it 


Immediately after tMs statement b 


stated they 


automobiles and drove away 


nurriedly got into their 


followed the path of the automobies and observed that 
all cars cirovo up -to thstEAT HALL home, the occupants getting out and 
entering that home , 


Immediately after tMs inciden 



called the Sheriff. 


V 
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* * 


Olli BLACK, who, after learning, of the circumstances, advised 
to "Kill everyone of them if they corns hack*" 


iSpy^T-^1 rjQ-7g 1 Q-h^rl kiQg rJrxl a. 4' r\ 



and "ti 

lings quieted down," 


xiS a general observation 


ptated that ho believed 


many 



further related that his original difficulty with 


naving, 

niegitiogte) 


He described BROOKLYN as being "mean to his kids" and 

*1 ^ t ^ n a i < • . . « f 


to 


i Hian o y t-iis najiio oi \ uhm ai4L4'xmy.iiii.\ii\ ximu j 

who lives in one of Pnl' HiilL 1 s houses a/id who used to work for the govern- 
ment . 


He related an incident whereby after they had removed all the 
valuable furnishings from a certain house owned by B/ aT ,L he put a 
ranged for M^klNu to burn this house. Be sta tes thatf 


i- fir- 


d-iiiib ana. MMivlNG- for what I 
for life. 


. , in Or! an<Tn~ aTT.ar nm ng 

If o r several y ears, told him thatl pould han & 


and could send them to the chain gang 


Recently PAT HALL and EnhL BROOKIjYM testified for MLikblHCi at an 

.alimony hearin g before Judge M URPHY or SMITH in Orlando, trying, to convince 

the Judge that] |was married again end was not entitled to 

alimony, ' • — 



was satisfied that BROOKLYN wgs involved in an 


iase in- which a negro house was burned several years ago. He 

described BfctOQKLYk ant. P-ti'l HaLL as "sorry individuals of an ignorant type 
who are easily lead and who could be induced to do anything that was 
moan, being, easily agitated," Hie related that BROOKLYN had a good- way of 
getting out of town, calling it "fox hunting". 


□ ^ ^ I I who is known. as ( i 

Orlanao, wno nas resided at the Lake 'jyiann section oi uriancLo lor the 
past 27 years, stated he has known DAHL BROOKLYN for many' yea rs , TrooQTfi'.' Yi\T 
does not go to Church, operates through the Klan lodges ( whic d~~ I 

cannot substantiate directly) and will never come out straight and tell 
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you he is a ELansman, is pretty hard and has "been raised in such a man 
that he doesn’t care about anyone, having lots of nerve and absolutely 
fearless. MOOKLYN is a man you cannot do anything with. according to 


BROOKLYN and PAT MLL are close friends and are, as indicated-, 
by their past actions and statements, KLansmen. SMITH MANNING runs 
around with both HALL and BROOKLYN but l I does not know whether 

or not ho is a ELansman. He did describe MANNING as a worse character 
than either HaLT, or BROOKLYN, stating that MANNING' s word is worth noth- 
ing, Ho believed MsNklNG had served tine in RaiforG for stealing. 


' MANNING and Phi* BALL are very close friends but B 
Miil'LL.'jG "don’t line up so good", according to the op hi ion o: 


M a: 


MANN area 


I had never seen any hooded 
ear of the incident whereby 


* 4 • 


■a irn 


to that furnished by| 

did it inasmuch as he did not see the 


| His 

Jexcept that he 
incident , 


account was similar 
does not know who 


Ho believes thac BROOKLYN, who is a negro hater, would go the 
limit in activities against the negro race, having been raised in the 
Small town of Ocoee, which is two or three miles outside of Winter Garden, 
Florida, He related that for many years only one negro family was allowed 
to reside in Ocoee as a result of a riot in 1918 in^ which a number of 
negroes Were killed and all the rest of them were run out of town, for 
many years negroes would not go through the town for fear of violence. 


■BROOKLYN' s eldest daughter has been away from home two or three 
years, staying in St, Petersburg, Florida most of the ticse although visit- 
ing home occasionally. Be could not consider BA3L BROOKLYN as a good 
companion even for his own family, being overbearing and extremely un- 
reasonable , 

| has never heard PAT HALL talk very much about negroes 
except to state they should stay in their placa^__Eo described PAT HnLL 
as a plasterer working for a contractor named| [ , as follows: 


Rac 


ms 


White 

male 

50 
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be ight 
Saar 


5 ' 10 " 

175 

Sandy graying 


Ha believes HtilL was arrested at Tampa, Plorida that hi 
wife coraes from South Georgia, 


s 




first wife very badly. 


known to 



as S, S, 





G. treated his 


suggested 


wife works at Purcell 1 s clothing store in Orlando, who lives 

across the street from Piffi HAT ,T ■ , 

\ 

when questioned specifically on the Groveland case 
stated he did not know whether or not any of the three in&i v iciiiais . 
BftOOKLBT, Pill 1 BiiLL or S 0 S, had anything to do with the violence 

directed toward negroes arising out of that rape cape but thought that 
the majority of the people in this part of the State were against the 
negroes accused in the case.. 


pas never heard any of the above three mentioned in 


informat-. 

tion concerning those cases. He has never actually associated with 
HROOKL'M, Hath or Mfiffii IHC- and. i p fact, has ant mnfen t.o •RBnmn’j Vff in about 
four months. He suggested, t! 
near tho Methodist Ghurch in ±1 
concerning the whereabouts of 




2 


m who lives 
mignc nave some ' inf or mat ion 
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Q?he following investigation was conducted by Special Agents P kAJK 
S'. MSSCH and JAMES P . SHANNON on January 17 and 18 , 1952 ♦ 

BASIS; PAT HALL was alleged to be a close associate of a major 
suspect of this case, EARL BROOKLYN", and a member of the KLan, 


EZBKIAL PATRICK HALL, also known as PAST BALL, Route 3, Box 332 
Orlando, wno resides in the Lake Mann section of Orlando approximately 
three blocks from the residence of EARL BROOKLYN, was interviewed at the 
Orlando Resident Agency on January 18, 1952 after having made a telephone 
call to that residency office on January 17, 1952, 

Prior to the actual interview he wanted to know whether the EBI 
was ever to his place, claiming he had heard some officer had come to 
arrest his tenant, MANNING, for stealing government property at the Air 
Base,. He was unable to recall who gave him this information but indicated 
that if a ’'crook 1 ’ was living on his place he was the first one that 
wanted to know about it so he could get him out , 

BAFri i stated he has known SIMON SMITH MANNING 12 or 14 years but 
has never known anything crooked about him. He denied he has ever seen 
MANNING at any Elan meeting but believed generally that MANNING joined 
the Alan about the s.~3 time he ( BALL) joined or was reinstated three or 
four years ago* He insisted he had never discussed the Mims explosion 
and specifically denied ever discussing it with SIMON SMITH MANifTNG. 

V 

He has known EARL BROOKLYN about 12 or 14 years but claims he 
cannot say whether or not EARL BROOKLYN was ever a member of the KLan. It 
shonid be mentioned that HALL took the position that his oath to the TTian 
forbade him to divulge the identity of any other persons who were members 
of the KLan, HALL* s blunt statement was ”1 have never been a pinp nnri i 

am too late to start now." He claimed he had never seen EARL BROOKLYN 
at a Elan meeting. 

HALL insists that EARL BROOKLYN is not his friend, that the only 
time he ever sees BROOKLYN is when he (BROOKLYN) wants to have some work 
done for nothing. BROOKLYN has never visited his horns in four years an<1 
HALL cannot recall how long it is since he has been in BROOKLYN’S home. 

4 

HALij admitted that he joined the KLan in 1919 after he came out 
of the Array and maintained his membership until a short time after HC0S37ELE 
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/S , e ~ ec ^ e( r> possibly 1933. Between the years 1933 and approximately 194' 
Ad ne was inactive and did not have any connection whatsoever, with the 
Jilan. -three or four years ago he was reinstated in the 7n«n (has no idea 
why he was reinstat * and refused to divulge the identity of any person 
who induced him to he reinstated) and "decided to donate -$10, to them." 

Be claims he attended only two meetings after being reinstated those 
meetings being at Sogers BaLl on Pine Street, Orlando, iff ter’ these two 
meetings he decided he was tired and wanted to stay home and thus became 
inactive in the. Elan, He claims he seldom goes anywhere, has only been 

i o/? since the end of World War II and hasn’t been hunting since 
1941 .but prefers to spend his time at home, 6 


• jo Hriliu insists he has never worn a hood and has not worn the robe 
in three or four years, claiming he did not believe in any hooded acti- 
vities of the Elan and was firmly against any rough house activities. 

, , questioned concerning his attitude toward the negro he stated 

he has nothing against the negro race, liked and respected all Sgrols 

never called a”nigger a nigger to his face "and doesn’t believe in the mis- 
treatment of any negro but rather to let the law take its course . He claims 

negroes are very essential to his work, that some of them have been working 
for him ana with him for years. 


^He related an incident of how he came upon a group of negroos 
who were discussing fundamental differences between, white people and 
colored people. He told them that since they don’t have any respect for 
each other, always calling each other "niggers" and other uncomplimentary 
navies, how could they expect white people to have any respect for them, * 
He insisted he had never been in any negro whippings and didn» t believe in 


__ . S ^ L related that the' only time he had any contact with hS*»RT. * 
mujfaxh in recent months was on Priday January 11, 1932 when iremirr.w 
elephonea him and asked him to buy a hog with him and split it. Be went 
out with EiiKL MQOKLYN, looked at the hog and decided that it was too fat, 

. „ Vto <l uest; ioned about H&SRY MOCKE, EiLL stated he had never even 

Heard the name until the date, of“ this interview* 

* 

Vfoen questioned about the explosion in which H&BEY MOOES was 
killed, he. claimed that the first time lie heard of it was from his wife when 
she tola him a week or ten days after the explosion that someone had been 
Killed in Daytona Beach.. He denied ever having seen the plans of EsBRY 
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MCGEfci * s home and also denies he had ever discussed the Mims explosion with 
anyone * 



It should he noted that when questioned concerning his activities 

on Christmas day, 1951, H&EL furnished essentially the same information as 

previously fumishedjy SB5GBT SMITH MfiBffisIISG; that he and his family and 

relatives anu the M^iiSIMGS remained home all day and had Christmas dinner 
at his home. 


^ HALh stated that when he was a young man he used considerable 

dynamite in removing stunps^ clearing land. He advised he has not used any 

dynamite for several years and that he was getting pretty old to start 
using any now. 


i 
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The following is a description of HAIL as obtained through in- 
terrogation and observation: 


Hame 

Eace 

Sex 

Born 

Place of birth 
He igjht' 
tvbight 
Byes 


EZEK1AL PiiTRICH HAIL, also known 
as EAT HAIL 

White 

Male 

3-25-95 

Beb'oto County, Florida 
51911 

208 

Hazel brown, wear's horn rimmed 


1 

\ 


ii 

1 


< 




I 




Hair 

Complexion 

Scars and marks 

Father 

Mother 

Wife 


Son 

Daughter 

Educat ion 
Employment • 


Brown 

Buddy ; 

Hemorrhoid operation / 

JOB H, HalL, deceased 

BELLE ' COLLIER, deceased i, 

CiuiRA HEVjTQM married at Clearwater, ■ e t 

1927 ) 

J . DiiV'IS HALT!.. ' deceased b6 </ 

blC 

wno resiaes adjacent to PAT HALL 

9th grade,. Limestone, Florida 
Plasterer, KUHN and YCUTSEY, 

Orlando since 11—50 


9 

/ 



9 


I 
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Prior employment 


Besidence 
Previous address 

V 


Lee Brothers of Sanford, Pier ida 
on State "buildings at Chattahoochee 
and Tallahassee ,. Florida in 1948-49 
Self-employed as PAT 1 s Plasterers 
and also as PICK and PIT, plasterers 
in Orlando off and on since 1936. 
Civilian employment construction 
Banana River HAS, 1942-44 „ 

Prior to 1936 law enforcement town 
of Sulphur Springs and Hillsborough 
County, Florida, 

Route 3, Box 332, Lake Mann Section, 
Orange County near Orlando, Florida, 
8609 10th Street, Tampa, Florida 
prior to 1936, 


Fingerprints were taken of HALL as well as photographs in various 
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She following investigation was conducted by Sp 
anc. JAMES P« sEfthkOE on January 16 and 17, 1952: 


BabIS: SIMON SMITE BJMalHG is reported to be a close 

of suspect EakI BROOKLYN. 




| | Civil Service Clerk at the Orlando Air Force 

.Orlando, Florida, made available the personnel record of SIMOH SMITE 
EffG which reflected the following information: 


* * 


was orxgmaix^ empxoyea as a junior pump operator, Grade 6, 
in the Post Engineers Water Department on the base Msy 5, 1943 at which 
time he gave as his previous experience painting and general work. There 
was a notice on the record that in September, 1949 he was examined by the 
Orange Memorial Hospital for osteomyeolitis of the left thigh. His pre~ 
vious employment was listed as follows: 


1924-25 U, S. .army 

1932- 39 Grove worker 

Portion of time 11-37 to 3-49 Spray pump operator by s, D. WEST, Ocoee 

Florida ’ 

1939-42 WPA relief 
11-42 to 5-43 Concrete worker 
42-4 3 Yellow Taxi driver, Orlando 
10-4-3 to 10-49 Orlando Air Force Base 

10- 26-49 to 1-2-51 C. F. KDWZE, farm, Indian Elver City, Florida. 

Following is an approximate list of the residences of SIM® SMITE 
MdsING as obtained from the employment file: 

1933- 43 Church Street on Lake Mann, Orlando 

1943- 46 1035 30th Street, Orlando 

1944- 45 527 S, Oeceola Street, Orlando 

1945- 47 876 27th Street, Orlando (note extreme discrepancies) 

5-46 to 8-49 896 '27th Street, Orlando 

8-49 to 11-49 Hughey Street near Fairbanks Avenue, Orlando. 

11- 49 to 7-50 Cheney Highway, Orlando 

7—50 to 12—50 Vero Beach on Highway 60, Florida 

latest address (12-31-51) Bob's Service Station, Cheney Highway, Orlando. 

It should be noted there is considerable discrepancy in the - dates 
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and places of residence and the residence in Indian Biver City Florida 
was not given. ’ 

He made application for reemployment at the Air force Base 
August 1, 1949 at which time he listed as reference PAl 1 wat.t. 0 f Lake 
Mann, Orlando, a plasterer; ELLICE 1 ]} HAIL, 43rd Street, Orlando, insurant 
and 0* f, EUjj2e of 37 E. Central, Orlando, real estate operator. At the 
time of- his orig inal application for employment he listed as references 
^/-ars Roebuck; H3ECELL Clothing and HOLLY ROBS® Motors of Orlando. 

After' applying for re-employment January 2, 1951 he executed 
form #57 (Application for federal Employment - Appointment Affidavit) on 
January 3, 1951, which form in Section A contained a routine oath of 
office and in Section B contained the oath in which he swore he was not 
affiliated with any organization which advocated the overthrow of the 
United States Government and/or. ”was seeking by force or violence to den; 
other persons their fights under the constitution of the United States,” 

MH&IM& also denied he had ever been convicted of a crime the 
penalty of which was in excess of <'j25 .00 fine. It should be -noted that 
a false statement in connection with the execution of this statement is 
a violation of Title 18, Section 80 of the United States Code. 

The following is the identification record contained in the per- 
sonnel file of SIM® SMITH MaHhlHG under EBI #3312821 as received' from 
the Identification Bivision of the Bureau under date of December 1 1947- 


PD, Orlando - 
PD, Orlando, i 


S. MA&IhlHG #1797, 5-23-29, Larceny of chickens, no disp 


^MAKihlKG #4l 5 - App,, Cab driver 3-13-43 


C.S.C., Rash, - S, S^fejIMG, appl. 5-5-43 

Air force Ident. - S. S. MAKhBTG WAR -20-2-14-1 , 14th A.f. Orlando ll~25r47 


According to the record, MAbiHIMG was on leave without pay 
his employment as senior water pump station operator from April 22 
until October 20, 1951* At this latter date he returned to work at 
Base and is still employed as water pumping station operator. 


from 

1951 

the 




checked his records and ascertained that 

& was on annual leave on Monday, December 24, 1951 and did not return 
k until Wednesday, December 26. 1951 at 8 A.K. 


i 
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| | who is MAi£>iIiJG f s immediate supervisor, 

advised lyA^I^G- has worked for him for the past seven years during which 
time he never heard him express the opinion any anti— negro sentiments hut 

MAm>jL>.G has expressed the opinion to him that activity against negroes is 
wrong. 


Be described MaMIiSG as an ignorant sort of fellow who seems honest 
and very reliable in his work, MaMIEG is . always hard up for money, 
possibly because of the alimony he has to pay to his first wife. He has 
never heard MAMINo talk about the Mims explosion but has heard him say 
in discussing the Miami explosions that he would not do anything l ike that 
if it was the last thing he did in the world. 


| | who formerly read electric meters in the ] >ka Mann 

Section of Orlando prior to eight or nine years ago, states he is not 
acquainted with any Elan or anti— negro activities in that section. Be 

knows MMi'iBiG lives in the Lake Mann section with EaS HAIL, paying about 
-?25»00 a month rent. 


.Assistant Clerk of the Criminal Court, Orlando 
Florida, made avaiiaoie tne following records concerning SB-iCH SMITH 

iwii-d'i : 


Under Docket #15020 sn information was filed against MAfiBSIKG, 
charging him with Grand larceny on May 22, 1929. On a plea of guilty he 
was sentenced to five months in jail from the date of arrest and was 
sentenced to an additional six months at the expiration of this sentence, 
the date of the sentence being June 7, 1929, This record is under Docket 
n-29, page 437* 

Under Docket #15021 S. b. MASklNG was charged with petty larceny 
and received a suspended sentence June 7, 1929, 


Under 
larceny May 22, 
June 7, 1929. 


docket 10522, S, b. MANjlmisG St Al were charged with petty 
1929, pled guilty and received a suspended sentence on 


Under Docket #15023, S» b« MASbIBG, St AL, were charged with 
petty larceny May 22, 1929 and received a suspended sentence under plea - 
of guilty June 7, 1929. 


Under Docket #15101 b. S, MAki'! l&Q- was charged with breaking and 
entering with intent to commit a felony and grand larceny and on June 19, 


* 
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1929 on a plea of guilty was fiaed .;->500 f aad costs or six months. This is 
recorded ia Docket 29, page 518. 


under Docket 19097 b. b, MANNING- was 
stolea goods, pled guilty and received a suspended 
1930 . 



with, receiving 
sentence October 15 


j y Clerk of the Criminal Court, Orlando, ad- 

vised^ that wie oia recoras reflecting the identity of those associated 

with iiMli IfiG in several of the above cases, could be made available only 
after extensive search through, old records, 

JXi January 17, 1952 at 10:25 A.M, Agents KBECH and SHMmCSJ con- 
tacted blh0i\ SMITH MANNING at his home in a garage apartment owned by 
PA5?_BftISi, which apartment is located in a small building behind the PaT 
HtiJLiL home in the Lake Mann section of Orlando, 

Immediately oh first, contact a waiver of search was obtained 
from bIMON aMITH MANNING, being executed by him and his wife, Mrs. TESLMa 
MaiValNG, Nothing of value to this investigation was noticed in this 
search except an 1897 Winchester , model, 12 gauge pump shotgun, serial D- 

417115, ■ which MANNING claims he purchased from PaT halt, approximately 10 
years ago. 


b6 

b/C 


Mrs. MaNlING advised she had a snap shot of EARL BRO OKLYN anr. 
her husband which she voluntarily gave to the Agents. 

bIM® SMITE MANNING consentedto acconpany the Agents to the 
Orlando Resident Agency where he furnished the following information; 

He has known EaRL BROOKLYN approximately 19 to 20 years, having 
first made his acquaintance at Ocoee, Slorida, He hs».s known PAT halt. 

since 1936 or 1937 which is approximately the time ft at .t . moved out to the 
Lake Mann section of Orlando. 

r 

He has known one CURLY 33LVIN, who formerly operated a garage, 
for about four or five years, 

EARL ER.00HLM approached him four or five years ago, in 1947-48 
at his home at 1035 30th Street, Orlando, and asked him to join the Hu 
Elux Elan. EARL explained that it was just like going to church. He filled 
out an application and paid a ' ■ J.0 , _ initiation fee to join the West Orange 
Branch of what he believes to be the Southern Knights of the Ku TTinv Klan. 
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tiE » PTior to Orange Countv Sheriffs “C, 

re- 
in a lare-e 1JJ f, J " L -' S1 ' “w^ing 0 x the Ey Kkuc Elan 

first i& nnf °?n bl k Duilc r m l' 0,1 the a®» ^ter Garden Eoad near the 

cussed It thP t r -^ + ?n la S Cl ? V ^* II& was ver y indefinite as to what was di-s- 
2S wi ! the meeting hut believes they were talking about "the big man'' 

804 « «» 

at the meeting and EafiL BROQKLM 

TIIliViMT 


■i — ^ |as tioe leader pf the discus sio 

1 y/ho operates a service sta- 

“isS ^ a11 Ihe . Store were aEprcndnaL 

* 

. Tile password was % White Man" and the onlv secret &iv*n tr, m „ 
»s «01a Man aM* (phonetic) (which he cook nrt fe V3n TO 

plnh -p™ " W ° 5 three weeks hQ received a letter to come to the 

h® did not 311(1 a |j+f n ^ e ^ mee iing at the same place. He claimed 

^L^ssiofweS Kl W'SSi’S- 116 V *» people if 

dicated ohat he lived somewhere in Orlando. was 



thiT-ri claims it was several weeks later that he attended Ms 

said during that meeting they talked about a n£[ b^itiSrhif wife®" if 

e 9f^e questions about 

&U3L asoOKL'fli and Pjffl aS. ^ t eS 01 other .I® r sons such as 

y 

MAMwL'iG volunteered nothing and virtually pled ienoranca to 

~ » ssr *- 

Sfg that lS 4 ^ 1115 lears 4es P ite Peraistent questioning 



the recent XKS?ic“, S’ 

was merely to mention to his snparvisor ] f SS S.^rttf 10 *’ 

4T 


he 

hi C 


b 6 

b 7 C 
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should he apprehended and prosecnted* He indicated that he thought it 
was ''awful that the poor woman died" (referring to EiUdEuETT MCQKS) , 

At no time has he ever discussed any Elan activities with regard to the 
recent explosions in Miami, Mims, Plorida or the terrorist activities 
in the Orlando area with either PAT BAIL or EAHL BROOKLYN, except after 
hearing on the radio about the Mims explosion and the killing of EAELtY 
MOORS, that he remarked to PAT BALL that the perpetraters should he 
hanged. The following day PAE HAIL said to him "Did you really mean 
what you said about the Mims explosion?" MKMIiJG said'he replied to 
BALL "I certainly did". There was no further discussion with PAT HALL 
on this event. 


MAMIHG said it was his opinion that E.&BL BROOELlffiT liked 
negroes as he did hut felt they should stay in their place. Similarly 
PAT HALL had respect for negroes and liked they providing they stayed 
in their place, 

when repeatedly questioned about the ideas, attitudes and 
activities of EARL BRGGKL7H and PAT BAIL, MMBIHG would insist that when- 
ever HAIL and HROOKLIM discussed anything they would not take him into 
their confidence hut rather would walk aside from MAMivIHG and talk in 
secret even though MAKLIMG was the only other person in the group. 

MALM MG stated he has never heard PAE HAIL say that he ever 
belonged to the Elan and does not know whether EARL BROOELM presently 
belongs to the Elan. He insists he has never worn a Elan robe in his 
life. 


MAMIMG, who lived in Ocoee, Plorida when he was first married, 
resided at Orlovista on Old Winter Garden Eoad outside Orlando at the 
time he was arrested in Orlando in 1929.. The -persons who were arrested 


time he was arrested in Orlando in 19 29.. The -persons wh o w 
with him on several of the charges arq |who 
in the Insane Asylum at Chattahoochee , Plorida anc| 

Chief land, Plorida whom he has not seen in over four years. 


who is 


esently 


MmAiIBG related that he went to work for| |at his 

grove near Indian Biver City, Plorida (which is only a few miles south 
of Mim s, Plorida) i n October, 1949. He drove a t ractor and lived next 
to one I I whose residence is owned by one I I — — r, who lives 

in a trailer west of Indian Eiver City, 

MAfelHG claims he know d 1 1 Brevard County Patrol- 

man who operates out of Titusville. He states he left Indian Eiver City 
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III , 1950 and went to Vero Beach, Florida, where he «nr! his wife , 

whom he had married at Fort Pierce. Florida.. June 26. 1950. >. 


employed and resided on. a cow ranr.h 26 m-npg north of Vero 3each on. 

P.out g 60, which was owned bj | They never went anywhere while 

on that ranch except to purchase supplies. 


mi 


with 


a month at 


pleft the ranch in December, 1950 to spend Christmas of 1950 
aunt . a MfiBY BROM , Starke, Florida, Thereafter they stayed 

Service Station in Orlando and in April. 1951 


spent tnree montns at PM! haLL's house and two months at a house adjacent 
to [ | Service Station and six months alj |on 

Orlando and finally about two months ago moved to tne present residence 
owned hy PM? HmT.T., 




MAHhlHG accounted for his whereabouts during the Christmas 
holidays as follows: 


He worked at the Base until 8 AJa. Friday, December 21, 1951 
and did not return to work until 8 A.M. Wednesday , December 26, 1951. 

He went home and stayed around the house, ate lunch at 11:30 or 12 Ho on 
and later that afternoon drove to Leesburg. They st ayed Friday night 
December 21, 1951 at the home 


Leesburg 


Florida 


ana TjmMS 

in Leesburg Saturday afternoon while 



miles north of 
LiMii snopped at the stores 


f 

pjas sleeping inasmuch as 

he has the night shift at the Minute Maid plant. 


They left Saturday, evening at 11 or 12 Midnight to return to 

Mann because , h Try other and his family had nnmfs t.n 

stay overnight at t 




Jiorne Saturday, The MMii^IMG-S returned to 


their home about 1;30 n,M t Sunday, December 23, 1951, 


Sunday. 


stayed in and about his h 
During most of that day PaT BAIL and his son-in-daw, 
who resides -in the concrete house adjacent to PAT HtaJr”WorK&d 



tneir cars and trucks parked in the back yard.- 

After arising Monday morning at 6;30 n .to , Mil? L mG did nothing 
except stay around the house and remembers remarking to his wife that he 
could have been working that Monday, December 24, 1951, He had arranged 

fcr | |fco take his place at the Base Christinas eve because 

he and ms wife had planned to go to Starke, Florida for the Christmas 
holidays. He changed his mind because he had no money to make the trip. 


be 

b7C 


on 
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Monday morning MfijMinTWG had a fVrw drinks of liquor with PAT HATT, 

and a man who lives next to| J the liquor being supplied hy 

Piif hALL, About 2:30 to 3:00 P.M* on Dec ember 24 T 1951 he went fishing 
on lake MannjrJith a 13 < year ol d boy named) | who resides across the 

street from Pal HAIL* I I supplied the Doac and they caught 12 
speckled perch. Upon returning home from fishing about 6:30 P.M. MAE:. IMG 
discovered his wife was at the home of PAT HALL* He nut t he fish in a 
tub in the back yard to show them to) | who happened to 

be out in the back yard at the time* He had supper with PASO WAT ,T ■ inas- 
much as bad already been invited to eat supper at the HALL 1 s. 

After supper he cleaned the fish, put them in PAT HALL’ s deep 
freeze and went home to bed at 8 or 8:30 P*M, He claims there was no 
Christmas ceremony at his home, there was no Christmas tree and , neither 
he nor his wife attended church and that he and his wife opened their 
■ presents the previous Thursday. 

Be arose at 7:30 A*M. on Christmas morning and stayed in and 
around his home and, the PAT halt, home all that day chatting with PAD halt. 
and ,vho were continually working on their stock racing cars* 

At auouo jl :ju or i PJ, Christmas day he and his wife had Christmas dinner 
with PAD HALL and his wife, CLABA; alspjgi£j§njL^^ Mrs . 

HaIL T s sister and, he r ^Mo^ da ugh te rs^mm^^vannahy». Georgia. After the I 
meal the women folks stayed inside PAT HAIL 1 s house while ha and PAT went / 
outside and sat on the steps while work continued on the cars and in the ( 
tool house the rest of the day. 

The ^ only person MAEMIHG saw on Christmas day in ad dition to t.Via 
HAILS and their relatives, was the man who lives adjacent to) 

MASusIhG- claims he went to bed Christmas night at 8 or 8*30 P.m. gn<j 
at 6 A,M. Wednesday, December 26, 1951 in order to go to work. 


ana arose 


MAMKIEG claims that the only hooded Elan activity he has ever 
seen in his life was that which occurred many years ago when approxi- 
mately 80 hooded men paraded past the OldSaratoga Hotel in Orlando, 

« 

Concerning EARL BBOCKLES 1 s activities generally SIM® SMITH 
MAShlfiG believes that EARL has been in the Hu Elux Elan for about 10 ye, 
He knows EaRL BSOOHL1QS1' goes fox hunting with an Uncle WALT who worked f 
Orange County and lives off the Hew 'Winter Garden Road, He has not 
hunted with EARL BRGOKLIM in about eight or nine months and that was wb 
they went out with Captain HA3DIMG, the chain gang warden. 
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He last saw and spoke with EARL BROOKLYN late Sunday afternoon, 
J anoary 13, 1952 when he an. PAT BaTiT! went down, to the BROOKLYN home to 
borrow an axe to chop some wood. At that time EARL BROOKLYN wasrJ t very- 
sociable, kept his back toward them and just yelled oat that the axe was 
his wife 1 s , EARL's daughter brought the axe to them. Be claims that’s 
the only time he’s seen 3&GCKLYN since Christmas and does not know 
whether or not EARL- BROOKLYN was hone on Christmas day or whether or not 
"BROOKLYN is in the habit of going off at night because he lives too far 
from the BROOKLYN home to observe BROOKLYN’S activities. 


Be further states that PAT HALL, whom he believes was a deputy 
sheriff or a policeman at Tampa, Florida at one time, does not go fox 
hunting, and, in fact, hardly ever goes anywhere, preferring to work on 
his trucks and automobiles and about his house . 


MANNING states that a 
used to work as a plasterer for hai.i 


who lives in Orlovista, 

* * 


b6 

b7C 


K 

The, following is. a description of SIMON SMITE MffijEONG- as ob- 
tained through interrogation and observation: 



Pace 

Sex 

Born 

Place of birth 
Height 
weight 
Build 
lyes 
' Bair 

Complexion 
Scars and marks 


Education 

FBI 

Social Security 
Employment 

Residence 


SIMCN SMITH MAKING, also known 
as Smith Manning and $. S. 

Planning 

white 

Male 

5-19-03 

Starke, Florida 
5 ’ 11” 

170 

Medium 

Blue 

Medium brown, thinning , balding 
Sallow 

appendix scar; cut scar l 1 ’^” 
below left elbow;. tattoo woman’s 
face "G3HTI” right forearm. 

6th gradeat Starke, Florida 

#3312821 

265-12-5638 

Senior water pumping station op- 
erator ^ Orlando Air Force Base 
Route #3, Box 332, Lake Mann Section 
Orlando, . Florida,. 
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Wife 

Father 

Brothers 

fa 

Former wife 
Daughter 


BaVIB MAHl'iMG-, deceased 

CLARBSiGB MiiWMG-, Lake Wales, Florida 

LOUIi M&HviIjSG- tr « it 


GIFTS MMSBIG-, Jacksonville, Florida 
VI CIS HILLlAt©, married Orlando, 
1926. divorced 1949 



Photographs in various poses were voluntarily furnished by MAIHUFTG . 

t 


X 

Upon the completion of the interview with SIMOI SMITH MMlilEG he 
vjas accompanied home b.v Agents MpThIOH end bUAwWfW »nri ■hTipr^aft.^y -i o-hoi it 
drove his car to work I 


f jho is 30 years, of flga having been •hnrn 
hichols. Ueorgxa. whoseTirst husband wesl 


+. 


SIM® SMITH M&MIHC- for 


worm, bhe verified the account of his activities over the Christmas holi- 
days of 1951 as previously furnished by SIM® SMITH iiaMIHG and also 
verified the employment and activities of at Indian Eiver City and 

near Vero Beach, Florida*. 


the Elan 





, used to belong, to 
zjthing to do with the Elan in recent 

. has never spoken of any activities 

or sentiments which *re anti-negro. She herself believes that the negroes 
are all right 'as long as they stay in their place and that| 
has the same attitude. She has not visited the BROCKLlffi homo ann hiTOTT 
BROOKLIlM has only visited her home once. 


indicated she did not h ave anv sympat hy with the 

Elan or. its activities and she would not desire l H to be affil- 

iated with the Elan or associated with any of its members, Sho inc. 

a willin gness to cooperate with the FBI and said she would talk wit— | i 

"l and try to get him to voluntarily furnish any information concerning 

Elan activities to the FBI if he has any knowledge which has not been 
furnished. 


b6 

b7C 


She stated that invariably 


goes to bed at 7 or 8 


o’clock in the evening because he has long hours and he rarely goes out 
at night. She insists SMITH is not the sort of person who c-hnmg with 



P-* 


H 


l 


b6 

b7C 


m 
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^ijlDody and the only “persons wh on sne knows lie is anpuainted with, are Pjffi 

iMiL — JiishL BROQKLILvlj f bhn wnrfeft fnrr t.ho ^ I 


and CUBLT 33L7I5. 


hat she does not know hi 



mention a 



states she has never heard Ej&HL BROOKLIEff discuss 

negroes because she has known him only about a year and he has never 
spoken about any Klan activity or his attitude toward negroes. 


be 

b7C 


i 

t 

* 
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The following investigation was conducted "by Special .Agents ERmK 
SICE and JAMES P. SHANE® on January 15, 1952; 

BaSIS; VIC IE MANNING was interviewed inasmuch as she is a for- 
mer wife of bli'jQS SMITH Man^ IMG, a close associate of susoect 
EaRL BROOKLYN . 

* 


...L 


VIC IS MANNING, nee HILLIARD, of 1035 30th Street, Orlando, em- 
ployed "by the Publix Market, College Park, Orlando, furnished the following 
information; 

She has been divorced from SIM® SMITH MANNING two and a half 
years and knows little of his activities 'since the divorce. She has heard 
her former husband SIM® SMITH MANNING belonged to the Ku ft~l ht JQgn but 
she insists she knows nothing about the Elan or any terrorist activities 
and never heard MANN®G or his closest associates and neighbors, PAT- HALL 
and E&RL BROCEQjYN, discuss racial prejudices, and further insists that 
SMITH MAKING never told her anything about his activities away from 
home. If she asked him any questions about Ms activities he is alleged 
to have told her that she should take care of the house and not bother 
with his outside activities. 

4 

i 

M 

She knew EARL BROOKLYN in 1926 when they were neighbors but h afl 
little contact with him advising that BROOKLYN visited their home only 
once a nd that was many years ago. SMITH MINING went with a woman by the 

name of| la fter being sepa rated from her (VIOLS MINING) and. has 

remarried, possibly to | I 

The last time she saw SMITH was in the office of Judge SMITH, 
Orlando at an alimony hearing in November, 1951. Since leaving her SMITH 
MANNING has resided over Bob’s Service Station in Orlando or with PAT 
HALL in the Lake Mann section of Orlando. She believed SMITE MANNING was 

presently working as a pump operator at ther Orlando Air Base. 

* * 

, She ment ionedl , a contract garbage collector, 

I | urxanao, as a person who probably associated 

with MAKING, BROOKLYN and PAT HALL. Years ago §MITH MANNING owned a pump 
shotgun which he might still have in his possession. KARL BROOKLYN* s 

wife is named aMIS and PAT HALL* s wife is named CLARa. HaLL. 

* 

Mrs. VIC IE MANNING moved from the lake Mannsection of Orlando 
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seven or eight years 
P-'ii' HfiliL speak of ha 


« _ She has never met TIIIMaK SELYBT hat heard 
his car repaired at BELYIS* s station. 


- Ill - 
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/ 
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it ion was conducted "by Special- Agents STtaNK 
January 15, 1952 j. 



at the Barnes 


Super Concrete Company, Orlando, 


of suspect EARL - 
Avenue plant of 


be 

b7C 




K 



1 


, who is known as 


A — » . r: 

Orlando, telephone 3-0394, who hasl 

*1 , t j-v 

bit the Barnes 

»t *1 /I t 1 If 


and previously a driver out of the same plant for an additional two years, 
furnished the following information concerning suspect SAUL J* LROOKL'ffi 
who has been employed for the past four years as a driver operating out 
of that plant: 


Brooklyn earns $,90 an hour for a 50 hour week, prior to present 
employment he was in the fruit business and engaged in commercial fishing. 
Be does not associate with BROOKLYN and there forge does not know too much 
of his outside or social activities. Bowever, he does know that BROOKLYN 
lives, in. the lake Mann sectio n of Orlando, goes hunting a lot, frequently 
talking' of hunting trips with | | 

on Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando and with a wealthy rancher TOM BICE, 


*. 


BROOKLYN reported for work every day dost to the Christmas 
holidays except for the four day holiday commencing Saturday, December 22, 
1951 and ending Christmas day, BROOKLYN reported for work Wednesday morn- 
ing, December 26, 1951, 


advised that BROOKLYN is a likable fellow except 
for the fact ne xs prejudiced against negroes, BROOKLYN has expressed 
anti-negro sentiments and. strenuously objected to the construction of a newb6 
negro high school in the area and expressed his extreme dislike for the b7c 
new negro project constructed by the Housing Authority of the City of 
Orland.o on the side of Lake Mann opposite his residence. 


BROOKLYiM, who has lived in the Orlando area all of his 
supposed to be known to everyone in West Orange C ounty, F lorida., 
BROOKLYN has discussed the Grove land case and the 


case but the 


discussion was mainly based on information obtained from the newspapers 
and was of a general nature. 



\ 


* 


# 





V 


t 
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He has heard people say that BROOKLYN is in the Klan but could 
not furnish the identity of any person who could definitely state of his 
own knowledge that BROOKLYN was a member. He described BROOKLYN as a man 
of violent temper who tries to act tough, who reads a lot in the news- 
paper about politics and sports and does not hesitate to talk about both 
and express his own opinions about them. 

* 

He has never heard BROOKLYN pass any remark about the Mims 
case except possibly in connection with some newspaper article. At one. 
time BROOKLYN made the remark, "If we don't watch out the negroes will 
control everything in ten years and we might even have a negro President." 
BROOKLYN seems to believe he has some influence in politics and has been 
generally talking to people in order to oust MATTIE FARMER,. Woman Juve- 
nile Judge of Orange County, Florida. He talks as though he coul'd have 

anyone thrown out of office, ' • 

* 

v 

knows nothing of BROOKLYN'S actual activities of 

an anti-negro nature or direct activities as a member of the Klan, 

1 S. •• 

if 

To further illustrate BROOKLYN'S personality and character, Mr. 

|states that he has noticed that if BROOKLYN engaged in a friendly 

wrestling match with a person he would make every effort to actually hurt 
that person out of meanness . BROOKLYN, who has a very fast, violent 
temper, was operated on by cj two or three' years ago because 

of ulcers and had a part of nis stomacn removed, " In the cast we ek or "so, 
•he had X-rays taken at the Florida Sanatorium, Tol knowledge, 

BROOKLYN has never had anything to do with dynamite ana does not. own any 
pump shot gun. He does own a double barrel 12 gauge shot gun. 

I : i ■ 

BROOKLYN at one time tried to inducq , a, 

former employee at the Plant, to join- the Klan, ' 

BROOKLYN'S wife, ANNIE, is in the habit of driving him to work 
in their medium green jeep, which has a canvas top over the front seat 
and has yellow trim. He has two daughters, one | | who is 

about 20 years of age, and-Jhhfi—second daughter 14 or 15 years of age, who 
is known by the name of ' 


social visits, | 

BELVIN (who has been 


.has been at the BROOKLYN home on two occasions for 
lhad never heard of an individual named TIT, T, M AN 
considered a suspect in this case) . 


The following other em 
know EARL BROOKLYN, according to 



e Super Concrete Company, 
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a driver 
a driver 

batchman, all at the Barnes Avenue plant 
driver at temporary plant, Pinecastle Air Base 
also at the Pinecastle Base. 


<5 

V 
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I_2he following investigation was conducted by Special Agents] 

|and CLUE P* ADEREOLD, January 3 through 17, 1952: — 

B&SIS; To check criminal and credit records for FART. J. BROOKLYN 
in an attempt to ascertain some background information on Brooklyn. 
Informants have stated that BROOKLYN was possibly one of the per- 
sons who inquired about HARRY T» MOORE in Mims, Florida in August.- 
1951 * 




No credit record was located for EARL J. BROOKLYN at the Credit 
Bureau of Orlando. 


No criminal record was located for BROOKLYN at the Orange County 
Sheriff’s Office or at the Orlando Police Department. 

Records of the Florida State License lag Bureau, Orange County 
Courthouse, Orlando, Florida, reflect that EARL BROOKLYN is the owner of a 1946 
Willys jeep bearing 1951 Plorida license LTD-376* 


Confidential. Informant T-l of known reliability advised that on 

B ROOKLYN co ntacted an unknown person at Winter 

Parts. Florida. tp.lmlinriR. 4-2521, 0n| | BROOKLYN contacted 

l Winter Garden, Florida^ 


contacted 


The informant stated fnrt.hfir that on November 22, 1951 BROOKLYN 

Plorida #4834. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Informant stated that. flnr-in.c- mm bb pf December, 1951 BROOKLYN 


maae numerous contacts witl 


Florida* 



* 


ft 


bo 

b7C 
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C. CLINKS CALEB 

BASIS: [" 
mentioned 
area. 


The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents PRUE 
ALES and CLIDE P . ADERHOLD on January OP anrl Oh t o ko . 


|of suspect EARL J. BROOKLYN, 

KKK activities in Dt» 1 snrln p-nrl rvf- 




but 


1 lof suspect EARL J . BROOKLYN . advised 

-t— : — — _J Orlando, Florida. 

p-dvised that he was bom and reared in the vicinity o f Ocoee- Flnn-iHa 

since his youth he has not been closely associated withl | 


| | advised that 

Christmas day at his home ana Knew no 

EARL durinsr the fihn-i st.ma .« muh atro _ 


g of the activities of 


bo 

b7C 

b7D 


1 ^dvised that he fi rst .joined th e Klan at the age I 

—I 1 He arhric a rt t hat | | suspect EARL BBO OULJUM, who — ^ 

-ia |oined the KKK at about the same time as| 

pdvised he has attended Klan meetings in both Orlando and 

inter Garden, Florida, that he has always been active in the Association of 

Georgia Klans and knew nothinemgarding the activities of the Southern 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. advised that. he has never been an officer 

in any Klan.' 1 1 • 

I ladvised thail 

nw \ 1 1 he advised he has attended 

7Tn n^ I _ IhThad never been "out on any jobs" 

with the exception or actively engaging with a group of Klan members, 10 or 

12 years ago, in obtaining and furnishing ba skets o f food and supplies to 

needy families in an around Ocoee, Florida, | explained that a erouns 

of Klan members sought the assistance of a Minister in Ocoee to obtain the 

names of needy persons to which baskets were given on this project. 

w Wo tt 6 incident related, was during the early pert of 

World War II when members of the Winter Garden Klan received a letter from the 

of , J he . Church of God in Ocoee soliciting the. assistance of the Klan 

sol ^ T ft and relationshi P s between local girls and 

the Church of God, had a goodly number of citizens and resident,* of* +.L+. 


XS 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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* 


community in attendance, at which, time members of the Wint er Gard en TClan 
made talks in an effort to remedy the existing situation . | k dvised 
that to his laiowledge the Klan took no further part in this situation. 


He emphasized that he could not have participated in any other 


jobs in the Klan 





I | pointed out that "any jobs" handled by the Klan are not 

usually discussed at a Klan meeting or known to the Klan membership; that 
things of this nature are handled by a committee of four or five men 
within the Klan and that quite often only one or two members of such com- 
mittee know of "jobs" handled. 


I EARL BROOKLYN and TILLMAN 

[ emphatically denied ever having seen any house f loor plan in the 
possession of either EARL BROOKLYN or BELVTN, stating I i TCARL 

does no t have education enough to draw or prepare a set of floor plans. 

k dvised he had never seen or heard of floor plans of any kind in the . 
possession of Klan members in Winter Garden or Apopka. 


advised that most of the Klan members in Winter Garden and 
Apopka knew of HARRY T. MOORE but that he had never heard any Klan members • 
discussing taking any action against MOORE or making any threats against 
MOORE. He denied knowledge of the bombing of the MOORE residence and ex- 
pressed his opinion that the KKK was not responsible for the perpetration 
of instant bombing. 


During the interview admitted no arr 
no arrests for him were located at the Orlando Police Department 
Orange County Sheriff* s Office. 


The following descri 
observation and interrogation; 


]was obtained from 


Name 

Raoe 

Sex 

Age 

Born 

Place of birth 
Height 


White 

Male 


Florida 


bo 

b7C 

i r “7 t*\ 

b7D 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special .Agents ISAM 
KBflCH and JAMS* P. SEAM on January 16, 1952: 



'der to obtain 
EARL BROOKLYN 


t>f Orlando, Florida., was inter— 




advised tna/E 


l Orlando , 

behind her in school 
[because of their diff. 


and that she did not associate with] __ 

erence in age. S he advised’ that du ring the r ecent Ctoist7ashniiri«v s 0 f 
o>io had seen | | working at| b in 

rentl 


Qrlarido^ She knew 


xor 


Hibl 



employmeu 


S’ had worked 



Finance 


stated that 
Orlando was 


who is eia- 


JU the Same Class as 
ize EARL BROOKLYN if 


inasmucn as it nas been many years since she has been at the BROOKLYN 

home. It seemed to her that the BROOKLYN girls were closer to their mother 
inasmuch as she has never seen F.flftT. ■RRrrurr.Vni T*n “f - " o *i 4* VtAVk a*P "I - aiU +- #■« 




pmployraent Clerk at 

according 



. w & s employed by the store as a Department head from 
August ji, rp i until September 21, 1951 at whic,h t.ima la-f-t town with 

yl a former employee q-f the, a+.m-o 


who follows the stock car races, 
before leaving for Michigan, 




stayed with 




|yhi hi t.ert a -nnst . na rd postmarked January 2, 1952, 

pn which she gave a return address 


Dearborn, Michigan. 


According 
latest address as 
her previous addre’ssl 
employed bj 


liste 


sted he 


l 


b6 

b7C 


r 


b6 

b7C 


Baltimore, Maryland wbsrp. she was 
[as bornl 


rlando : 


and 
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originally came from Ocoee, Florida. 

i 

Hr 

teletype Detroit was requested to locate and interview 

I Dearborn, Michigan. 


be 
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The following investigation. 
C * CnmoOALhS, CLYDE P . iiDjSftEOLD and| 
18, 1952: 


scial Agents Pi: 
January 17 ano 


BASIS: I nformation furnished bj 

Michigan, | I of suspect EARL iMJUKLYN, foFTi! 

of developing additional background information re 

meet. 


Jetroit., 
ie purpose 
this sus~ 


advised tnax mah nKuuEJjXN nas Deen married | I MNIE 

nee Caldwe ll, for approximately 20 years, that the HRnOTT.V MR have two 

tian^hters I ■ |advised that 

. |is of the same temperament and disposition as is sus- 
pect Eiu-iL BROOKLYN ; t hat for several va ars they have had, their personal 
differences; and that |~~ | has stayed at the home of her 

parents only during brief intervals since February, 1951, 

• _ __ The | | advised they have not been closely associated with 

the BROOKLYN S for several years although they reside only a mile from the 
BROOKLYN residence. They furnished similar background information regard- 
ing his residence in Orlando and vicinity and his employment as previously 
developed. 

/ 

TShen questioned specifically, they advised that they had no know- 
ledge of suspect BROOKLYN 1 s connection, association or activities in the 
KKk, they knew of no trouble in which BROOKLYN had been involved and could 
furnish no information regarding BROOKLYN having been arrested or serving 
time , 

They denied having seen or heard anything to indic ate that EAR I, 
BRO OKLYN was active in the KKK. They furnished the names of | | 

end | residents of Orlovista and winter Garden, respectively, 

as associates of htajOKLYl'i , stating that these three and others hunted 
quite a bit together. 

* 

Mrs. LSILfi. R. vvRNN , 2045 Long Street, Orlando, eldest sister of 
Mrs* ANN In BROOKLYN, wife of suspect EARL ERCOKL YN , upon interview ad- 
vised that BROOKLYN was born and reared in the vicinity of Ocoee, Florida, 
has been married to his present wife for approximately 20 years and has 
lived at his present residence approximately eight or ten years. She 


rida, 


LUV 


and 
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advised that ^BROOKLYN hac. a serious operation on his stomach, about two 
years ago^and that BROOKLYN* s wife, AM'* IB, has in the past two or three 
years suffered from a serious nervous condition. MMIE* s condition was 
such . that she has been continuously under a doctor* s car§ that she was 
hospitalized for sometime and that relatives thought at one tine that 
Alu'.IE was losing her mind. 


Mrs. wKM stated that she has not seen her sister in several 
weeks, the last being at a local sanatorium where she visited her mother 
who is blind, at the same time as did Mis IS ERCOKLYN . * 

Mrs. vfjSM denied knowledge of BROOKLYN * s outside activities, 
particularly in the activities or connections with the KKK. She added 
that because of lack of contact with her sister and as she did not feel 

she was welcome in the BROOKLYN home, she has not visited the BROOKLYN 
residence in pver a year* 

She stated it was because of personal differences that BROOKLYN* s 

| left the BROOKLYN' residence to live and work in 

uriancto in February, 1951 and went to Detroit, Michigan to stay with an 
aunt, just prior to Christmas, 1951,. Mrs, 7M knew, nothing of BROOKLYN * s 
associates^ or companions and could furnish no information as to whether or 

not BROOKLYN staved home with his Wiffi at. rvi.cl’vha nr* T>iVwan nn+.. 


. . I I Ocoee, Florida, residence 

Old winter Carden Road, furnished similar background information regarding 

BROOKLYN, his family and employment .»■, She stated BROOKLYN is a ’’peculiar” 
sort of man, explaining that sometimes when meat.-i nxy BROO KLYN he was friendly 
and at otner times he would not even speak to or her husband. 

•V 

. advised she has not visited in the BROOKLYN home dur— 

ing the past six months and last saw B ROOKLYN* s wif e. ANNIE, when AnNIE J 
visited her mother, then staying in the j | about five months ago. 

1 denied knowledge of BROOKLYN’S activities in or association with 

the KKK and stated she knew nothing of his outside activities. rha 
stated she has not seen or heard anything to indicate that BROOKLYN was 

affiliated with the KKK and has never heard her husband mention anything 
in this regard. 

During interviews with the above sisters of i&NlE BROOKLYN wife 

of suspect ibiidj BROOKLYN , all of them stated they had not visited or- seen 

BROOKLYN or any of his family during the Christmas holidays, did not know 

where BROOKLYN and his family had spent Christmas day and they could 

furnish no information regarding BROOKLYN* s activities during the Christmas 
holidays . 
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. _? he following investigation was conducted by Special Agents GLIDES 
P. ADBihlsOIiD, PHJS C, CLIMSCAIiSS and Assistant Special Agent in Change W. W. 
SUMS on January 18, 1952 tat Orlando,. Florida: 

v 


BASIb; EARL BROOKLYN was tentatively identified by T-2 at Orlando 
as answering the description of one of two white men inquiring at 
Mims, Florida during the latter part of July or early August, 1951 
as to the whereabouts of the residence of HAR RY -T. MOORE 0 The 
two mp making snrth inm-t iry were described by a negro resident of 

Mias, | | T—2 when maki n g the tentative identifics?- 

tion furnished information that he had seen' what was said- to be a 

floor -plan of HARRY fP. MOnHfiU s home in the possessi on nf HRnmKT.YKT 

during | | a t which time BROOKLYN was 


b6 
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Above named Agents at the residence of EARL J 0 BROOKLYN, Box 3293 
Route 3, Orlando, Florida, contacted BROOKLYN at which time the latter ’ 
executed a waiver of search, Weapons belonging to BROOKLYN were observed 
to be a double barrel ,12 gauge shotgun, a ,22 repeater rifle. No green 
plaid shirt was located though a red baseb all cap was noted. This in view 
of the fact that original information from l [ indicated that 

one of the two white men maki n g inquiry was wearing such a shirt »nri possibly 

a red hunting cap. There was no evidence of the presence of dynamite or any 
other explosive in the home. 


suspect ntojuiUiDM m conpany with his wife, ANNIE BROOKLYN, were . 
instructed- to appear at the Resident Agency office in the Post Office Build- 
ing. They followed Agents to the office and upon arrival were separated 
for simultaneous interviews , BROOKLYN was interviewed by Special Agent 
CLYDE P, AHEtdiOLD and Assistant fecial Agent in Charge W. W. ECJRKE, 


BROOKLYN' advised he was born in Brooks v ille, Florida April 1, 
1911, that he has lived in Orlando, Florida for 20 years andfor the last 
14 years at his present residence. He stated he had never been in any 
trouble and had never been arrested and that he is presently employed as a 
concrete truck driver with the Super Concrete Company of Orlando, 

At the beginning of the interview BROOKLYN, vehemently deni 3 \ he 
is a member or that he has ever been a member of the kktt or any club~ not 
even the church* However, upon further insistence hy Agents based upon 
information developed from various sources that BROOKLYN has been active in 
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the Elan, BROOKLYN finally admitted that he had been a number hut since his 
health had failed him a year or two ago he had ceased to he active in the 
organization. 


s BROOKLYN likewise denied that he had ever seen plans of HARRY T. 

MOORS’ s home. Eg stated he had never had the plans of anyone’s home in his 
possession, in fact, ‘he stated he had never heard of HARRY T. MOORS until he 
heard of 'the bombing incident on the radio, 

BROOKLYN further stated he had at no time as much as discussed the 
incident with anyone nor did he possess any information that would assist in 
identifying the individual responsible for the incident*. According to 
BROOKLYN he has been in Mims, Florida possibly one time in the last 20 years, 
that being when he was returning to Sanford, Florida from Titusville several’ 
years ago after a turtle hunt in the latter city. 

BROOKLYN was very positive in stating that he had never had any 
trouble within his family* In furtherance he said that he and his wife, 
ANNIE, have always gotten along as well as any couple in Orlando. He stated, 
however . that at times he had objected to the activities of his daughter, 

. I in. not approving of her staying out late at night , etc , and as a 
result she had. left home about a year ago and r emained in Baltimore, Mary- 
land for possibly six months. He said | j left home again on December 

22, 1951 but before lea ving call ed him to say Good-bye, BROOKLYN advised 
his wife has heard from I I since she arrived in Detroit but states he 

has not heard from her directly. 


During interview BRO OKLY N 
He asked had the Agents talked to 



who lives in his, BROOKLYN’S, 

neighborhood. Be inmediatel y relate d a story of his inability to get along 



and st ated he feltl 


true. 


1 would tell anything about him 



was contacted, in a routine ne ighborho o 
quiries with reg ard to BROGKLYN but that \ ^^aad : 
of value nor. had | made any disparaging remarks 

other than the fact he had never gotten along too w 
neighbor. 


BROOKLYN 
making i 


daughter 


Accor ding to BROOKLYN, he, in compa ny with his wife ANNIE, his 
and his daughter’s girl friend, l fa -eft the 


BROOKLYN residence on Christmas morning at about 9 or 10 o’clock proceeding 
to the home of TOMMIE RICE for the purpose of having Christmas dinner with 
the RICE jjaMILY, They had dined at about 1:30 or 2 o’clock in the afternoon 
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Also present for dinner at the 


ome were 



BROOKLYN st ated that al 
prior get 

he witfalf wife wno naa d.e 

b utter airnier drove in her 
statements. 


came to the home just 

to come to the ffloricLa Sa nitariu m to 

.xvered a baby that morning. | | 

car to the hospital, according to BROOKLYN' s 


e and 


Sometime after| | having denar te d BROOKLYN an i d. he, 

BROOKLYN , with his d aughter and h er girl friend, drove| nviamft and 

after having dropped at his home they returned to the] j 

home where they remained until shortly a£ter_9JB.M. BROOKLYN said that 

the rest of his family had supper with the | |f amily though he did not 

eat as the rich food they had had for dinner has caused him to "become ill. 

After departing the | home the EROQKLYMS went directly home and 
retired for the night shortly after arriving, in the neighborhood of 9:30 
or 10 o'clock. He denies he’ left home after ' having retired. 

BROOKLYN denied he had ever "been on any "rides" with the Elan. He 
said he has worked with negroes all his life hut had never had any trouble 
with them* He was greatly surprised to learn that many people who have 
known him a long time during interviews with Agents had stated he, BROOKLYN, 
had a reputation of being strongly prejudiced against the negroes; 


BROOKLYN stated that he knows Mr. ESL7IN but due to the fact Mr. 
BSLVXN lives so far from him he had not at and time been too close with 
Mr. BSLVIN. He expressed his opinion as being hi gh with regard to BSLVTN; 


BROOKLYN stated he had run into TQ#iIE RICE on the afternoon pre- 
ceding instant interview at about 3 o'clock at which time RICE told BROOKLYN 
that EBI Agents had questioned him. BROOKLYN denied, however ^ that the meet 
ing with RICE had been prearranged. 


earlier 

ment. 


It is noted at this point that during interview with TOMMIE RICE 
. the day RICE advised Agents he had to make a 3 o'clock aonoint— 


Based upon information in possession of A| 
sources relative to BROOKLYN' s ELan activities, it 5 
suspect was untruthful in his statements. 

EARL J. BROOKLYN is described asj 

* 
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•fige 

Born 

Place of birth 

weight 

Height 

Build 

lyes 

Complexion 

dU 

Hair 


4l 

4-1-11 

Brooksville, Florida 

190 

5 J 8« 

Stocky 

Gray 

Buddy 

Light brown, receeding forehead. 


Photographs and fingerprints were obtained from suspect BROQELldT , 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 

and PHJE C. CLIMSGALaib on Jancary 18, 1952; 

3ASIS; Interview with wife of suspect EARL BROOKLYN”. 


Mrs. ANNIE incilia BROOKLYN, nee Caldwell, wife of suspect EARL 
EROOKL'B] , residence Rout.e } 3, Box 339E, was interviewed separately at the 
Orlando Resident ..agency at the same time as was her husband. She advised 
she married EaRL 'FRmTG'.YKi in 1930 and that they have two daughters, 

| She advised they have lived 

at .their present residence for approximately 12 years and that prior to 
that time they lived on Church Street in Orlando. 

I V 

She advised her husband has worked as a truck driver for the 
Super Concrete Company, Hames Street plant, for the past two years and 
for about six to eight years for this company, which formerly operated 
under anot her name. She advised her husband has two brot her si I 

I ho is a grove caretaker at Sanford, Florida and l 

also employed at the Super Concrete Company in Orlando. ^ 

'fohen questioned as to the recent activities of her husband 
and herself, Mrs . SROOKLIh' advised that on Christmas day, 1951 they went 
to the home of T0k4IB l RICE about 9 A.M, Besides herself, her husband 
and daughter J | also visiting at the RIGS home were Mr. and Mrs, 

IaLTek BALLtiRD of Ocoee. 

, Just prior to eating Christmas dinner, about 2 P.M., | | 

stopped at the RICE homo and h ad Mrs. BALLARD accompany hll'A 6n a 

visit to the hospital where wife was hospitalized. Mrs. BROOKLYN 

advised that the others stayed around the- RICE residence all Christmas 
day, and that she and her husband left the RICE residence about 9 P.M. 

Sne stated that B«RL BROOKLYN, who had a serious stomach operation about 
2§ years ago, became ill Christmas evening, which necessitated their leav- 
ing the RICE home and that she, her husband and daughter went to their 
home and S aBL retired. She claimed that EARL did not leave the BROOKLYN' 
residence after returning home . 

* 

Mrs. BROOKLYN advised that EaRL did not work after Eriday, 
December 21, 1951, returning to work on Wednesday December 26, 1951, She 
advised that on Saturday December 22,. 1951 she and her husband had spent 
most of the day around their home and that night she and SaKL, accompanied 
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^ had gone fox 

huhying a-o approximately 8 to 9 P.M. She stated they had not returned 

^kil 3 AM* Sunday , December 23, 1951* She stated that on Sunday morn- 
ing e&hL had hunted his dogs which he had, left in the Lockhart scrub the 
night before and on Sunday afternoon she had accompanied her husband to 

pack the meat from a hog which. EARL had butchered and left with a local 
butcher to cut and pack. 


She stated that on Monciay morning, December 24, 1951 she- had 
accompanied her husband on a hunting trip, leaving home about 4 a.M, and 
returning that morning about 10 to 11 A.M. She stated that to the best of 
her knowledge EARL had spent the rest of Monday at their home and that aha 
was working in the yard all the rest of Monday except for a short time 
that she visited her mother at a local hospital late in the afternoon. 


W hen questioned a s to hunting- c.nm 
stated that of Apopka, a 

[ who kens used Cars on Orange Avenue 
quite frequently on hunting trips. 


m 


ns of her husba nd, sh e 
of Orlando and | 1 
irlando, accompany EAPJ 


Mrs. EROOKLYK was questioned regarding her husband's activities 
in the Ku Klux ICLan » She emphatically denied that she has any information 
or knowledge that her husband is or has ever been in any way connected 
with the.Ku Klux Klan, She denied having heard her husband mention any 
associations or connection with the IQ'A or EKX members and stated that 
has never seen anything resembling a robe, membership card or other Tcrrif 
insigne in her husband' s possession. 

She advised that after her husband's operation 2-|- years ago 
EARL has stayed at home with her during most of the evenings and nights 
after work, except for the time when EARL went fox hunting. She advised 
that she acconpanies EARL on a large percentage of these fox hunting trips 
and that in view of her nervousness and general physical condition shn most 
always knows where EARL is going fox hunting and with whom he is going 

fox hunting so that she might be able to locate EARL in the event of an 
emergency . 

She advised that EARL has always confided in her, that she ha.s 
never heard heard him discuss the ICLan and that she does not believe it 
possible he could have been active in. the IQS during the past two years 
wxtnout her knowing it. Mrs. BROOKLET stated that to her knowledge her 
husband does not belong to any organization or group, adding that she and 
her husband are not even members of any church. 
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Ivh en question ed as to the relationship of her husband HABL and * 
her daughter , | | Mrs* SRCOKLIN advised that '‘they are so much alike" 

that they could not get along* -She explained by stating that their temper- 
ament and disposition was such that they have had personal differences for 
the past several years* She advised her daughter left the home to live 
and work in Orlando about one year ago, has returned hone for brief in- 
tervals since that time, and on December 21, 1951 went to Detroit, Michi- 
gan where she is now staying with Mrs* BKOGKLYiT* s sister. 

\vhen it was pointed out to Mrs. ESOCSCLIOJ that inf ormation from 
various reliable sources, including information furnished by] 

I when interviewed in Detroit, indicated that S&BL SRuujulllm nan 
been closely associated with and active in the MK-in this area for many 
years, she still emphatically denied any knowledge of -her husband* s acti- 
vities or connections with the KKK* 


MtilN 




his wife for several years; that she knew TIDLMaB first when he operated 
a garage in Orlando. She stated that and wife moved to a ranch 

east of Orlando about a year ago and that she and her husband have not 
visited the BSLVIiS and have had little contact with them since that tim< 


She cited as her last , contact a trip on which she and her hus- 
band had accompanied 3BDVIE and wife to Bay Pines, Horida, during the 
late summer or early fall of 1951* She pointed out that BSLYH'J* s health 
has been bad for several years; that because of his health SELVES had 
moved to the ranch outside of Orlando and that B3LVIH has been receiving 
treatment at the Veterans Hospital, 3ay Pines, BloricLa during recent 
months, staying at the Veterans Hospital for two or three months during 
the latter part of 1950, ’She stated that E3LVDK' in the past accompanied 
her husband on hunting trips rather infrequently and to-Jaer knowledge 

BilLV in has not been hunting with her husband during the past two or three 
months . 

T -v 


In regard to the bombing of the MOOSE residence, she stated she 
had never heard of HARtiY 5). MOOSE until she read about it in the newspaper . 
She stated her husband had never mentioned MOOSE or the bombing to her* 
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1328 following investigation wa 
>J5BH0LD and PHOE C. CHBESOAtBS on J< 

I 

BaSIS; TOmMY RICE was mentioned by 
suspect EARL BROQELM, as a close as 
BROOKLYN. 


ave ana acquaintance of 




THCMAS RICB, Route 3, Box 4o43, Orlando, Florida, advised he 
has laved in and around Orlando since 1937, having come to Florida from 
Hamlon County , Tennessee* RICH advised he now works taking care of his 
snail ranch and small citrus grove adjoining his residence. He advised he 
had been in the "Cuba" business (numbers racket) with a partner, whom he 
declined to name for several years prior to December 27, 1951 when he quit 
because of the 10% tax required by tie government and the federal law re- 
quiring the purchase of a federal gambling stamp* 

t 

E® advised his only relative in Florida is a brother, W, B. "BILL” 
RIQoj, who lives in the ranch house adjoining his residence, Route 3, Box 4o4 
Orlando. RICB advised he has never been arrested in Orange County Florida* * 
that he has only been arrested twice in his life , that being around 1925-26 * 
at Tampa, Florida* Be stated that several young men had come from Tennessee 
to Tampa to work and that it was during a mass arrest of ‘’floaters’* at a 
rooming house in Tampa that- he was arrested and questioned a^ri released 
without any charges being placed against him or any fine levied* 

. . MCE advised he has known BARI BROOKLYN for about 1| years ■ first 

meeting BROOKLYN while fox hunting in 6 the area west of Ocoee, Florida* He 
advised since that time BROOKLYN and wife have accompanied RICE and wife on 
ggBf « taitiis trips mentio ned a s other, fox Mating associates 

the jjort Gatlin Hotel, Orlando, — J ^ employed in the coll ection D e- 
partment of the First National Bank at Orlando, and occsjsinnallvf \ - 

^ 1 1 ( Pho n et i c ^ cattle and citrus man from Apopka; from Clarcona 

an ^ , l 3 . grove caretaker who lives inst. nntenrie anmiro 


advised that he last went fox hunting on Saturday night, Jan- 
± 2 > 1952 accompanied by his wife, EARL BROOKLYN and wife, and • V7ALTE5R 
BtiL-LfiRD and wife. They went- hunting in the Lockhart scrub located two miles 
west of the overpass leading into Apopka* This hunt started about 8 to 8:30 
Jr*M» and terminated between 3 and 4 A.M, Sunday January 13 1952 
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filCS advised that to his knowledge EXKL BROOKLYN owns a double 
barrel shotgun and possibly a *22 calibre rifle* To his knowledge BROOKLYN 
does not own any revolvers, pistols or other firearms* SICE stated he owns 
a *20 gauge automatic shotgun and a five— shot *38 calibre revolver, makes 
and models not recalled. 


Be gar ding the recent activities of EARL BROOKLYN, BICE advised that 
BROOKLYN, his wife and daughter, along with WALTER BALT ,a;rti and his wife, 
spent Christmas day at the RICE home* According to BICE the IE00KLYNS ar- 
rived at his home at approximately 1 P*M* Christmas day, ate Christmas 
dinner about 6:30 to 7 P after which EARL BROOKLYN got sick and departed. 

He advised that BROCKLYNhad a serious stomach operation about two years ago and 
has been in ill health since that time* BIGS was unable to furnish further 
information regarding BROOKLYN 1 s activities during the Christmas holidays. 

He added, however, that he and his wife had been accompanied by BROOKLYN 
and his wife on numerous fox hunting trips during the past year* 

filCE advised that WALTER BALLARD, 71 years of age, has been em- 
ployed for many years as a road grader by Orange County* Be stated B ALT, A RT) 
lives between Ocoee and. Winter Garden. Elorida. 

Upon questioning RICE emphatically denied that he is now or ever 
has been a member of the EEC or associated with KICK activities in this area. 

Be maintained that he knew nothing about KKK activities in Orlando or 
Winter Garden, that he knew nothing of EARL BROOKLYN" having been a member of 
or connected with the KKK, had never discussed the KICK or its activities with 
BROOKLYN and had never seen or heard anything to indicate to him that 
BROOKLYN was engaged in KKK activity,. 

Yvhen it was pointed out to RICE that information developed through 
investigation indicated that he had been connected with the TCKR he still de- 
nied such connections or membership with this organization. He advised that 
he has not used dynamite in his work on his cattle ranch and citrus groves 
and stated that he did not know of BROOKLYN having used or having access to 
any dynamite, RICE claims that he has ip. the past had no trouble with 
negroes in this area although he was in contact with various negroes and, 
in fact, has employed negroes as writers in his Cuba business. 

When questioned as to any acquaintances he or BROOKLYN might have 
in the vicinity of Cocoa, Titusville and Mims, Florida, RICE stated he 
knows no one in- that area* He denied having made any ‘ trips recently to that 
area and claimed to have no knowledge of BROOKLYN having made any trips or 
having any associates or acquaintances in the vicinity of Mim- 3 . 
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. jRIudi voluntarily agreed to tie photographed and his fingerprints 

taKen, prints and photographs were obtained for possible future use. 

-he following description of BICE was obtained from inter ogat ion 
ani observation at the time he was interviewed: 


Name 

Sex 

Eace 

Born 

Place 

Height 

'weight 

Hair 


Eyes 

Build 

Occupation 

Education 

Marital status 

Wife " 

Scars and marks 
Eesidence 


JAMES THCMAS EIQE 
Male • , 

White 

8 - 10-00 

Haralon County, Tennessee 
5lg»r r 

176 

Dark brown, thin, graying around the 
sides 

Hazel 

Stocky 

Bancher and citrus grower 

Sth grade 

Married 

LAURA MAE BICE (l4 years, no 
children) 

End of right thumb deformed because 
of removal of bone felon 
Boute 3, Box 4o4E, Old Winter Garden 
Hoad, Orlando, Florida* 

K 



Q 


a 

b 


I 


* 



ft 


* 


X 
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The following investigation was conducted "by Special Agents PHDS 
C« CLlAiiSCALSS and CLYDE P, ADERHOLD on January 21, 1952 : 

BASIS': Information furnished hy EARL BROOKLYN and T, J. SICE 

that ViAuEEE P. BALLARD and wife had "been at his house on 

Christmas day, 

* 

p r*r *r 

WALLER ?, BALLARD, Route 4, Winter Garden, Plorida, advised he 
and his wife had been at the home of T» J, SICE for dinner on Christmas 
day. He said they arrived there at approximately 11 aJS. and had left 
approximately 4;30 P.M. BALLARD stated that they had Christmas rHnngr a t 
about 1 or 1 ;30 P.M. and that EARL BSOQKLIN and his wife had been at the 
SICWS i oi dinner. BALLARD advised that when he left the SICE home at 
4:30 P.M, Mr. and Mrs. EARL BROOKLYN were still there. 

BiiLLixKD stated he was not too well acquainted with EROOKLIH but 

had on a few occasions gone fox hunting with him. Be knew nothing of 

-jROOKLY.\ T * s Klan activities and BALLARD denied that he was a member of the 
KlsJft. • 



PCCjJMS 

m 44-270 


The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents CLIDE 
P» iil&riEOID and PEUB C , C XtH'j i£SC ALE S on January 21, 1952; 

BuSIS; Information furnished by suspect EABL BR00KL1QSI that he 
got off duty as a truck driver, Super Concrete Company, early 
on the afternoon of January 18, 1952, the afternoon BBDQKL'M 

and his wife were interviewed by Agents as he had finished for 
the day by that time* 


***** 

I I Super Concrete Company, Hames Street 

Plant, where man. is employed as a concrete truck driver, advised 
^^L re £ u ^ ar ' wor hing hours for employees here are 7 A.M. to 5 P*M* 

PnEEijift further stated that it is not uncommon, however, for drivers to 

finish hauling out loads of concrete prior to 5 P.M. and check off dutv 
when finished. 

His records reflected that EARL BROOKLIM checked off duty at 4 p.M 

on January 18, 1952 and records for previous days reflected BROOKLYN 1 s 
quitting time as follows; 


January 17, 

1952 

5;30 P.M„ 

It 

16 

tt 

5;30 

tt 

tf 

15 

ir 

6;00 

If 

n 

14 

Tf 

5:45 

If 

tt 

11 

tr 

5:00 

ff 


However,- it was noted on the time sheet for January 18. 1952 that -one driver 

/ *r — at 3; 30 P.M., one driver other than BROQKLM checked offat 

A P , a , and two drivers checked off at 4;30 P.M, 

^ I b-dvi s e d that to his knowledge there had been no telephone 

calls to his office, the loading place for concrete trucks, on the Eriday 
afternoon of January 18, 1952 and as best he recalled, BROOKLYN had maria 
no request on that date that he be allowed to quit work earlier than 5 P.M* 
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V. INVESTIGATION RE SUSPECT TILLMAN H. BELVIN 


• 5Cbe following investigati on was conducted- by Special Agents PHIS 

C. GLEESGaLBS t and 'CLYDE P* AEEEHQED on January 3 to 

17, 1952: 1 ; 1 

/ 

BASIS; To obtain background information on TIt.tmaW E. BELVIN 
informants have stated BELVIN is possibly identical with one of 
the persons that was in Mims, Florida in about August, 1951 in- 
quiring about the whereabouts of HARRY T. MOORE, 

*r # i n p 


. Wo criminal record was located for BELVIN at the Orange County 
Sheriff 1 s Office or at the Orlando Police Department* 

Records of the Credit Bureau of Orlando reflect that HELVIN' was 
arrested for being drunk on December 11, 1929 and was tried in Municipal 
Court, Orlando, No disposition was shown* 

n 

The records also reflected that subject passed a number of non- 
sufficient fund checks during 1928-29 . 

■ s 

The records show further that on November 8, 1951 BELVIN filed 

honorable discharge papers at' the office of the Orange County Clerk of tb 
Court, 


1951 BELVIN filed 
County Clerk of the 


A check of the Florida State Drivers License Eureau in the Ora 
County Courthouse, Orlando, Florida, reflected the following description 


of 


Age 

Born 

Race 


Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Occupation 
Residence address 


61 

1CX— 29— 90 
White 
Male 
Gray 
5 f lliw 
210 
Gray 
Mechanic 
Route 4, 
Florida. 


Box 371-D, Orlando, 


\Rp^o rds of the Florida State Automobile license Tag Bureau reflect 
that T. B^HSLVIN is the owner of a 1951 Hudson automobile, engine #7A»-120873 
and that j&is car was carrying 1951 Florida license 7*5-8985*. 
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.Records of honorable discharges maintained by the Clerk of the 
Court , Or ange County Courthouse, reflects that the discharge for , TT T,t,mai\t 
H. BSLvIi'i is filed in Book 39, page 69 5* This discharge reflects that BSLVTN 
entered the B, S. Army on May 15, 1918 at Darlington, South Carolina end was 
honoraDly discharged on April 18, 1919. The reason for discharge was demob- 
ilization. This discharge record reflects further that HELVET had overseas 
duty in Stance from October 28, 1918 to March 23, 1919* He was reported 
as having an excellent character at the t ime of discharge. SELVES’ had the ' 
rank of Private with Serial' $29934-79 and was a member of Battery D 307th 
field .artillery. 

advised that 

2ELVM owned approximately 40 acres of land in that vicinity and that 
T ELVES had been living there for approximately one and a half years. They 
stated they first became acquainted with SELVES when he shot one of their 
cows a dev or two after he had moved on lake Pickett Hoad. SELVES had told 

phat he shot the cow in self-defense. Mr. BYJ30LD stated he knew 

not king concerning EELVliS 1 ' s flan activities and that there had been no 
dynamite used' in the Lake Pickett section to his knowledge in the last three 
years . 


for the Circle C Bench, stated he was not 
Well acquainted wiw j a&bviN as ne had only talked to him about twice in the 7 
last year and a half. Hie said he knew nothing concerning SELVES* s acti- 
vities and that to his knowledge dynamite had not been used at the ranch for 
a long time. 

at the Circle C Bauch, stated he was not 
acquainted wren rsniJLiViw, he advised that approximately two !>jw 

had been used to blast a ditch on the range. He said that a had 

done this blasting for the ranch and that some of the dynami te WaS Still 
stored in a barn. This dynamite was examined by Special Agents CLMKSCALBS 
and ADERHOII) and it was noted that it was duPont 60% dynamite and that the 
Circle C Bange has twenty-five sticks of it stored in a bam* 

j* i 

I I said that this dynamite had been there for at least a year and 
a half .ana that no one had stolen any to his knowledge . 

b. C. TAMER, Lake Pickett Boad, advised that he has known SELVES 
for about the last fifteen years. He said that prior to moving to the 

section, SELVES had operated an automobile garage in Orlando, 
i-tkiisiijh said that PELVIS had been seriously ill for the last three years and 
that he load spent two months in the hospital during August and September" 
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1951. TijNNBR said that he did not know the reason for BELTIN' s illness. 

4. • -> . P® 0 ® advised he thought BBLVTN had been active in Xian activl 
until about tnree years ago when it had been necessary for BELVIN to drop 
out because of his health. i 


v,, . said that to his knowledge no one in the Lake Pickett Section 

had been using any dynamite * 

Pt 

tKa + . Confidential Informant 35-1 of known reliability advised that during 
the month of November 1951 BELVIN contacted the Kissimmee Auction Market at 
Kissimmee, Florida, Shis informant said this was on November l4„ 1951. BBLVIN 

an individual named ] Jfrom Christmas, Florida, a ' 

ii63.Gi6r i rnm tiii 11^ Avm A ^ *1 ^ M ^ 


roa Titusville , Florida on November 21. 1951 

t A J mt A _ __ n » 11 M * 


Informant 


impress Company 


r , , ^Informant stated father that BBLVIN contacted q.t 

Saniord, Florida, telephone ?$521~M on November 28, 1951, BBLVIN also con- 

tacteo. an unknown person at Oviedo, Florida, telephone p.001 on the same dat< 

Thi? inforan ut also advised that on December 15, 1951 BELVIN again contacted 
pt Sam ora, Florida, 


On December 19, 1951 BBLVIN 
Balm Conoanv. Falls Chn-rr-.ii iriT*cnrvi«, 



of the Clean 


Florid 


fl <1 


On December 19, 1951 B3LVIN also contacted a 



at Zellwood, 


On December 20, 195 
Macon Georgia. 


On December 23 , . 1951 
ton South Carolina, 



ontacted T. H. .BBLVIN from 



contacted T. H. BBLVIN from Charles- 


Ths in-f 


ed that on December 27. 1951 
Florida. 


BBLVIN contacted 
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The f 


, MEECH and 


oil owing investiga tion was conducted by Special Agents FRM\iK 


on January 22, 1952: 


(ILHAM CLEVELAND TANKER, Route 4, Orlando 
HELVIN', interviewed for any inf or oat ion b 
regarding activities of 3ELVIN and EEE. 0 




WILilAM CLSVSLAiiJD Ti\M\iER f Route 4, Orlando, advised he was born 
Decemoer 15, 1884 in Orange County, .Florida, a short distance from tho 
present city of Orlando, Florida and has resided in the Orlando area all 
of his life. He said he joined the Eu Klux Elan at Orlando, Florida ap- 
proximately 30 years ago but "dropped out about 10 years ago and haven't 
carried a card since,," He said for the past 10 years he has not had any 
connection whatsoever with the Elan and denied he knows anything regarding 
the activities of the Elan in the Orlando area. 


Be said he never heard of HARRY T. and EARRJJJTT MOORE until he 
read about the bombing in the newspapers. He advised that he read of the 
bombing in the papers and has not discussed the bombing with anyone. 

He also stated he does net know anything regarding various incidents of 
violence which have occurred in Orange County in the past year. 

Mr., TiiNNER stated that during the entire time he was active 
in the Ku Elux Elan in Orlando he never participated in a "ride” when 
there was anyone whipped or mistreated by members of the Elan. He said 
he is still heartilyin accord with the. principles of the Elan although he 
abhors violence and the "taking of the law into ones own hands" Jn this 
regard he stated he recalls that during the time he was a member of the 
Elan some white men were whipped by Elansmen because these white men were 
not properly supporting their respective families. / He said he was unable 
to recall the identities of the men or the Elansmen who did the whipping. 

In regard to the last statement Mr. TnMER stated it is a Elans- 
man's oath never to divulge the names of other Elansmen and it is his 
intention to abide by the oath. 

*s 

In regard to TILLMAN H. BSLVHT, Mr, stated he has 

known of H3LVIN for the past 15 years and has been personally acquainted 
with him for the past year and a half, during which time BELVIN has re- 
sided on Route 4 and has been a neighbor of TANNERS. 
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^ ±L8 stated he r scent ly contacted BELYIS hy telephone and advised 

that he, Tid®ER, had heen approached "by a "couple of callers" who 
exhibited their identification and which callers mentioned BELVIEPs name. 
HMsidii stated that he gave BELVIN to understand that the P3I had already 
approached him and had mentioned BELYIS* s name during the conversation. 

• He denied he has ever spoken to BELYIS regarding Ku Rlux TTian 
activities or the bombing of the MOORE residence. In this regard he 
stated that he has seen BELYIS? only once since Christmas anri at hh«t. 

< time he saw BELVIS, who was on horseback and accompanied by | 

I I a n eighbor of BELYIS *s who resides on Route 4. TM&ER said 
HSLVIH and were at that time leaving to go bird hunting. 

Mr. TBMER admitted he has been aware of the fact BSLVIH is a 
member of the Rian and upon admitting such fact he stated he realized 
he nad violated his Klansman oath in admitting BELVIS is a Rians man. 

Be said he had unintentionally made such admission regarding PELVIS. ’ 

i 

Daring the interview Mr. IJBMR stated it is his understanding 
BSLVIN has sold his properties on Boute 4 and intends to move from that 

area®. Hie expressed the opinion that EELVIN has not been active in KLan 

activities for the past year and a half because of ill health ancT in this 
regard he personally knows BELVIN has made a number of trips to the Bay 
J^ines. Veterans Hospital for medical treatment. 

Be further stated he knows of one instance in which BELYIS had 
"a spell" and was carried to the hospital immediately thereafter. Mr. 

expressed the desire to be of full cooperation and assistance 
but pointed, out that he was also obligated by his oath to the Rian not 
to divulge information regarding other Rlansmen. 

rm 

The following physical description was obtained through obser- 
vation and interrogation; 


Same 


Race 

Age 

3orn 

Place 


of birth 


Weight 

Hair 


WILLIAM CLEYSLMD TAMER 

Male 

White 

67 

12 - 15-84 

Orange County, Horida 
5 * 8 " 

160 

Dark brown mixed with gr< 
ceding hairline 


gray, re 
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Eyes 
(Teeth- 
Build 
Complexion 
Marital status 
Wife 
Sons 


Occupation 
Education 
Military service 
-Arrests 

Bormer employment 


Organizations 


Gray 

Ealse upper and lower plates 

Slim 

Medium 

Married 

IENGRA (EMiiSH. Route 4. Orla 


do 



Orlando. Florida. 

Fairvilla, Florida 
Route 6, Orlando, 

j'xoriaa. 

Farmer, cattleman, former Game Warden 
6th grade v 

None 

Denied any 

Orange County Live Stock Sanitary 
Board, tick eradication program; 

ESC Railroad, 5 years during early 
youth 

Missionary Baptist Church, Orlando; 

KKK Orlando.. 


Bingerprints and photographs were obtained of 
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TTir f nil m i ring inves tigation was conducted by Special .agents 
|and JAMES P. SHMMOM on January 20', 1952: 



; ft l 


ZL 


x/ 


SaSIi>: TILOiAE HOLLft^BBlLVIN, also known as Curley Belvin, was 
interviewed inasmuch as he is a principal suspect in this case , 




TILLMM; HOLLY BSL7IM also known as CUBLY BHLVTIff, was contacted at 
Ms hone, Eoute 4, Box 400 Lake Drawdy (which is 16 miles outside of Orlando) 
where he executed a waiver of search, The following articles were noted as 
a result of tMs search of B3LV3A7 1 s hornet 

A Stevens ,12 gauge shotgun, model 620, bearing no visible serial number 
2 ,30 calibre, center fire Winchester rifles, model 94 

•d 

A ,22 calibre Mossberg rifle 

A .38 calibre Police Positive pistol, having serial #113905 with St, 

Petersburg Police Department #l4l on the frame 

A Smith and Wesson ,44 calibre pistol, serial #62207, having frame #24470 

A pair of high top black leather hunting boots 

a light red hunting cap wMch was in the form of a baseball cap, size 7|. 

Thereafter TILEMaii BSLVBf was interviewed at t.hp. nr lanrin [Resident 
Agency by Special Agents PRAmC P. MBECH 1 1 ^I .t ambus p, 

SBANHOK and Assistant Special Agent in Charge W, W. BUEKE and furnished the 
following information: 

At the beginning of the interview EELVIH claimed he did not know 
of any reason why he was being interviewed by the PBI, had not even heard 
that the PBI was conducting an investigation in the Orlando area but stated 
he was willing to cooperate to the extent that he would not have to break 
his oath to the Elan too badly * — that as long as the questions did not 
■interfere with Ms fellow man he would be willing to answer any questions 
presented to him. He did not think that the Elan las been guilty of a lot 
of things it has been accused of throughout the years. 

He mentioned that there were two oaths he had taken, one to the 
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Klaa and one to the United States, that his oath., to the United States was 
superior to the Oath of the KLan and if a nan did wrong that he would 
"spill on him." He remarked he had never belonged to the Southern Knights 
of the KLan because it was not "uplifting to the country, » that the members 
of that outfit did not abide by their oaths never to divulge the names of 
the members and that they (The Southern Knights of the Klan) got out and 
told 1 people they would "spill on the Georgia KLan". 

Many of these members of the Southern Knights of the Tn«n have 
been kicked out of the Georgia Klan because of such activities, BELVJU was 

not specific as to the actual activities which caused these individuals to 
be ousted from the Georgia Klan, 

BELTIH exhibited a 1951 membership card of the Association of 

■Aionom j- _ • ^ , — - 


and the nuiaeral 1 circled* 

BBLVTJJ made the statement have heard that they have gone 
wrong' 1 but did not, or would not explain it. He had been a member of the 
Klan for 25 years having joined in Orlando, Florida, He explained the 
Klan grew tremendously at the time of the aL SMITH-BOOKER election in which 
tne KLan was very instrumental in electing HOOKER. After' that election the 
Klan was relatively inactive between the period 1928—42, For five years 

during that period one FRED BASS (deceased) was the Exalted Cyclops of the 
Orlando branch of the Klan, 

To illustrate the desire of the Klan to rid itself of certain 
outlaw or terrorist individ uals and gro ups he explained that over nine 

. vsars ago a group headed by I I who can be located at I 1 

winter Garden, Florida, was banished because that group were en— 

gaged in terrorist activities against negroes and that it was because of 
them that the Klan at that time was being charged with terrorist activities 4 

j- 

After that flare up in 1941 or 1942 the Klan virtually folded 
until 1947 or .1948 only having p>. bandfnl rvf romWa rinr i ng that period 
It was through th e efforts of I \ J* 

Ocoee. Flo rida and 

I (who is presently alleged, to be in Johns-Eopkihs Hospital with 
cancer) that the Klan in the Orlando area was revived, 

BBLYIh claims^ he does not know why the Klan was revived that he 
dia not know the intentions of the Klan at that time inasmuch as no one evei 
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oi 

as 



the Elan 
elected 
eeman. 



±3 


told him. .after the revival of the Qrlanrin hrgno.Vi 
was elected secretary nf .the branch: f L 

Cyclops and| |was elected a Klo man 

,, J I \ i f ^P 8 *® belief that ML BROOKLYN, who was 

/fJr T l°^g e of the Georgia Elan during the entire per 

fM^IS hv el ^ ge u • ^ that v gr ° up » a member of that small group in the 

2 ^ '® S Jf^^CZZni 03 tescrlbecl JiiBl BBOCESH 

ff,.!* ^5 f 1 , tea ea ^ Gatl0n whose intentions are “plumb good" but who 

rabid £ ZhS l & iS n ° ° ne t0 gaide Mra - BBOCKLHI was 

rabid in his ideas ana used to get up on the floor to suggest radical 

lines of acoicn for the Elan and could easily persuade the rest of the 
SfjopoSs ° f Wh0m 3180 laCkBd 007 far ^ education) to jo£ him in 

. -■ tle Sxalted Cyclops, who would, of course be the leader of any 
aiscussion at a meeting, would have to use a very strong hand in order to 

gpide the discussion and stop such individuals as Brooklyn. It so happened 
that ) | who was a very persuasive speaker possessed the same 

aaicaTTeMencies as BROOKLYN, and, in. fact fostered the proposals of 

f t£ resaltlng m a ver y dangerous situation for the Orlando branch 


It should be noted that B3LVYN would not divulge the exact n^tu 
of the proposals of BROOKLYN but rather spoke in generalities, 

.I 1x1 e gaining EARL BROOKLYN* s philosophy on negroes he stated i 
was tne same as his, own, ne did not think BROOKLYN hated' the negro race' 
but tha-c if a good negro was hungry or needed some assistance it was the 

duty of the white man to feed him and help him until he could get back on 
his own feet and could help himself . ° Cv on 


3 


strainec 


BaRL BROOKLYN ran the 


1 whilel 


Orlando branch of the Elan and was unre- 
were the officers. 


I BBLVIN stated hs rejo i ned the Elan in 1948 through the inrinoprant 

01 1 |asked him to take over froid 

prdmisiiig ulw, ii lie were willing to run for Exalted Cyclops the membership 

^ 1 5’ f£ ter agreed to this proposition he was elected 

in'‘i U i«\ CyCl0 v S f °f tlle year 19 ^ 9 » He explained that there are 13 officers 
-.,- 1 " ^ anc ^ ' , ELc,a * that the Exalted Cyclops is virtually the 

posting ^ inasmuch as he controls the procedure and discussion at a 
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EBLvTn , who during the interview, continually pled loss of memory 
due to a spinal injury incurred while employed at the Orlando Air Ease in 
approximately 1944, claimed he was unahle to furnish specific information 
concerning the identity of the officials of the Elan. He claims that 
as soon as he became Exalted Cyclops of the Orlando lodge of the Georgia 
Elan dissention broke out because he would not stand for anyone going 
out, picking up someone and trimming them. 


It was proper procedure that in the event any individual member 
of the Elan knew of a person or persons guilty of a violation of the lav/ 
or improper, behavior that member was obligated to present his complaint 
in writing to the Exalted Cyclops who was ex officio the head of the Klo 
Elan committee « The other three members of the Elo Elan committee were 
elected by popular vote of the membership aside from the routine election 
of officers of the lodge. It was the duty of the committee to investigate 
proposed member sof the Elan as well as to investigate any complaints re- 
ceived from members of the Elan, 


After receiving a complaint it was the duty of the committee to 
investigate the matter so that all the information possible could be ob- 
tained and turned over to the proper law enforcement officials for prose- 
cution. He remarked that while hie was the Exalted Cyclops he had to 
"hold EARL BR00KL1H down" in making suggestions from the floor* He has 
had to "set down" on EARL BR00ELIM at one time because he (BROOKLYN) 
wanted to thrash a white man two years v ago - this white men having .been 
accused of having intercourse with his own daughter, BSLVIM claims the 
facts of this crime should have been turned over to the authorities, how- 
ever he admits it was not done and the man was never prosecuted. He stated 
the accused man was never whipped or punished by the Elan itself but rather 
left the State for Georgia after he was told by members of the Elan to 
leave. BELV IK stated he was completely unable to recall the identity of 
the white man. 


When questioned about his activities at the time of the Groveland 
riots and incidents, BELVIE advised he went over to Groveland himself after 

having bftpn -nlnk-p-rl nr> hy .fnnr other mar.-ih.-yr R nf frha (Vlnn^ o lodge, tWO Of 

whom were ! 1 28 years of age and l T the carpenter of 

Ocoee . (The identities of the other two he could not recall) . 


be 

b/C 


He stated that inasmuch as he was Exalted Cyclops of the Orlando 
lodge at the time he went over to keep his members (the Orlando members 
of the Elan) out of any violence. He admitted he heard some shots being 
fired from the direction of Mascot, Elorida.- He claimed that the members 
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of the Xian who were at the Grove land scene were mainly from the Apopka 
group of the Elan and again stated he was unable to recall the identities 
of these individuals inasmuch as his memory has failed him due to his ill 

health. He said he did not know whether or not EARL BROQELYET went over *to 
Groveland. » 


He explained that this activity on his part in refusing to allow 
any of the Orlando branch members in taking part in the Groveland riots, 
caused a definite split in the Orlando lodge of the KLan* 


.me after the Groveland incidents, four men, member 
reproached him and asked him to resign, Tfe Ifiarnp-ri 


carpenter and a man who operated a 

id had 


ing 



SELVES 


immediately because actually 


obligation to resign since they had no basis for charges against him but 
did _ turn in his resignation about ten days or two weeks after the Groveland 
incident, mainly because his health was declining and he was physically 
unable to make the trip to the meeting place at the cement block building on 
Winter Garden Road (which is now owned by the Winter Garden group of the 

Klan). At one time the Orlando group met in the woods south of Winter 
Garden on Eiawassee Road*. 


b6 

b7C 


It should "be noted that when BELVIH was Exalted Cyclops the man*- 
hership of the Orlando lodge was about 550 to 600* Since resigning as 
Exalted Cyclops, after serving only a period of about six months-, BELVIN 

claims he stayed on for a while but paid little attention to the man and 
is actually inactive. 


He claims he does not know who a re the present officers of the 
Orlando lodge_of the Elan but believes that| \ 

l uear Perfection Dairy, Orlando) was one exalted Cyclops last year 
elections being held each year. ’ 

BSLVIN claimed that he has never been on any ff rides ,r in recent 
years but that many years ago he was with a crew that did go on a t f ride»* 
however, he refused to be specific as to the nature of the ”ride» 

He. claims that while he was on the Elo Elan committee of the 
Orlando lodge while Exalted Cyclops for the period of six months, that 

committee conducted no illegal operations but handled routine work of the 
Elan, 
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EELVIl'i insists- that he never did wear the robe of his own volition 
and case near hacking out of the Elan because of it. Be dismissed the idea 

of wearing a hood stating "the hood has been off and outlawed for many 
years.” 


h 


In further discussing the rights of negroes and the Groveland 
incidents, BSiiVIE believes negroes are human beings and should be allowed 
to vote but he would not let them eat at the table with him and actually 
believes few negroes real l y want to eat with the white people. Be explained 
it is his idea that if a negro goes wrong (like in the Groveland case) he 
should receive a quick trial and quick justice so that people would for- 
get it. Be believed the law should prevail*. However, he did state that 
if there was no quick trial a man has the right to overstep the law. 

■When pressed for his conclusion as to whether or not he believed 
the defendant in the Groveland case received "quick justice" B3LVDT per- 
sistently evaded the question* He simply remarked that some other action 
would have to be taken if the law didn’t operate quickly and that it was 
easy to throw someone into lawless actions. 


BELVIS further stated that on occasions several years ago he used 
to visit the meetings of the Apopka lodge* He heard from E, G, HEEPEMS 
(deceased)^, a former member of the Apcpka branch, that about five or six 
members of that lodge had been ousted from the organization because they 
were "taking things into their own hands" and were keeping things to 
themselves (probably referring to the outside conference conducted by 
this dissident group) . The group is alleged to have been engaged in 
erratic activities and also alleged to have gone to the Atlanta Headquarters 
reporting information which was not true concerning the Apopka group. 


LOTurorrs'i.T' 


and ono 


[who were described as decent fellows 



fLted 


G 


lodge 


had recordings made of a secret conference 

^nd STEPHENS with their supporters* These recordings were made 

an ex-sea captain ( name fo rgotten by BHLVBJ) and presented as evidence 
against the STEPEMq Igroup at the headquarters in Atlanta. BELVIH 


claims no one has ever spoken of what was on these recordings. 


* 

| I the head of the Elan, came down from Atlanta,- in- 

quired concerning the dissent ion in the Apopka group and reinstated ns, 

&TSPBENS and the others who had been ousted. After' that the Apopka branch 
split up* The man who was th e Exalted Cyclops of the Apopka branch became 
angry at the action of I l in reinstating the ousted members and joined 
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L 
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J Southern Knights of the Elan with others from t^he Apopka 

lodge. According to BSLVBT this "broke, up the original Apr pU-g h-ranrUn nf 

the Georgia -Elan and the charter either died or was revoked/] 
and two others (names not recalled by BELVBT) obtained a char ter tor a. 
separate Apopka branch of the Georgia KLan six months ago and I l is 

probably the Exalted Cyclops of that lodge* STEPHENS was the recording 
secretary just prior to his death, 

BELVBT understands that EARL BROCKLM did not transfer from the 
Orlando lodge to the Winter Garden lodge of the Georgia KLan until about 
four or five months ago. He understands that EARL BROOKLBT is a member of 
the Winter Garden lodge of the Georgia Wl an but has never been in a posi- 
tion to know that it is official, 

*4 

He explained that the circumstances whereby EARL BROOKLYN" left 
the Orlando, lodge of the Georgia KLan and transferred to the Winter Garden 
lodge has been closely kept remarking n you know he is awfully funny* If 
he doesnH get his own way he will go somewhere else”* BELVBT claims he 
has never been able to get anybody to talk about EARL BROOKLYN* s transfer 
to the Winter Garden lodge but believes that inasmuch as he was raised in 
Ocoee, Florida, EARL BROOKLYN was persuaded by some of the members oyer in 

that locality to transfer to Winter Garden, 

* ' 

He claims EARL has been a hard worker at his employment at the 
Super Concrete Company and hasn't been able to do very much work in the 
KLan because he was operated on for a stomach ailment in the Florida 
Sanitarium in recent years, 

* 

Immediately after BELVBT' s resignati on as Exalted Cyclops of the 
Orlando branch of the Georgia KLan, | l and - the others secretly ob- 

taine d a charter for a Winter Garden lodge of the Georgia Elan, If he had 
known | jnd these others were in the process of secretly obtaining 

the charter for the Winter Garden lodge from the Atlanta Headquarters, he 
would certainly have stopped it. 


When questioned concerning his knowledge of HARRY T, MOOES and any 
other negro leaders and their activities in the State of Florida, BELVBT 
persisted in denying he even knew HARRY MOOSE or the identity of any negro 
leaders * He called the UAAGP >*the national Colored People* s Betterment 
League** , claimed he never heard that, members of that group were active in 
Orlando and the- State after the Groveland incident and further claimed that 
the first time he heard the name HARRY T t MOORE was when he saw it in the 
newspaper tlie day after MOORE was killed. 
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ft 


Hq insisted that the Klo IClan comiiittee, ' 
ook into consideration the activities of any 

admits having hear A talk* n-P 


/as in it, 
negro leaders 


n n BSLV31I states he never saw any floor plan of the home of EtiErtY 
l*. M0QR& and claims that the only time he was ever in Mims or stopped in 
Mims was 20 years ago when his truck broke down at the center of Mims, 
fie states he might have driven through Mims hut has never stopped there 
since that time 20 years ago* He claims he has not heen in Titusville 
in over 10 years and was in Cocoa Beach in 1936* 

> * 

The name FOid’JiiUialEiEY sounds very familiar to him hut he cannot 
actually place it* 


Since the death of HARRY MOCKS he has heard MG0H3 was trying to 
geo 'trigger equality*" ■ 


When questioned concerning the four or five incidents in Orang 
County during the past year in. which violence occurred, B3LVIN claimed 

ignorance __ • of all except the| [incident wherein a negro hone 

was burned. He alleges that he contributed a sum of money to assist the 
negro in recovering his loss. 


e 


BBLVH further claims he was surprised when - the Mims explosion 

happened, doesn't know who could have done it and doubts that in an swn in 

the Orlando area would have guts enough to stick dynamite under a house. 

when . asked if he knew who might have- performed such a deed at Mims he 

replied it might have come from the Klan in Miami. Although he has never 

been there personally, does not know any individual member of the Mi a mi. 

.Han, he has been told there is a wild cab Klan in Miami. He was unable 

to elaborate any further and could not recall who told him about the Miami* 

Klan buo suggested that the Grand Dragon at Wildwood (whose n ame he could 

not recall) would be. in a position to furnish information concerning the 
activities of the Miami Xian. 

X W * 


The topic of explosives was brought into the interview. BELVIH 
related^ that immediately- after he bought the acreage where he is now re— 
siding he desired to clear a small patch of land for cultivation* Tn^nnr.h 

dynamite in his life prior to that time, 

stumps 


mjvm had| 
with dynamics 


.Because 
t day. 


dynamiti 



was slow about it and only worked at 
is alleged to have stated he did not desire 
slumps over a long period of time in any one day 


* 



/• 


* 
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S rSOn n i s *** t0 teooBK careless and sooebody might be tart and 
1“ w “ 1 f i , on ^. «■* « ti® on any day to blW stuanst 


, . ' — i/o come zo x>m acreage on the 

° f £ th ? ^ Di sledging these stops cost ^ 

^ 5< • tUE ^’ v TaB bulldozer operator suggested to Mm that 
it would be easier, and cheaper, to do it with dynamite * 

N 

natch fuc ! p [Dhe ^T?Tv t0 T' ? ne case of ^ d ^ nainite and slow burning 

tlie d/namite and blew the rest of the stumps on that small portion of i»nfl 

clearing. At the time, wMch was approximately two years ago 

«£?*-** ™ « cleared^only 


dynamite inhi^fS m ^t sts thid Wa ? the onl y time he ever handled 

dSaSte S d nS t M S8 4 . three i nt ° the 2 ^ s& - As a reason f °r not Ling 

hiSi^lLS , J- b ? g abl ® *?. ' ase dynamite, BSLVBT claims that because of § 

he wouM not h? LC Jn Pr f VentS 11113 f l° m rmmin g, or maintaining Ms equildbriuj 
he woulc. not be able to run away from a dynamite blast, ^ ' 

/ 

thon on -r, should be noted that BELVIN. claims he is unable to lift more 
sSlin/hTtL 3 '? ninL me -f a S d 1 !- Una ' ble to clench either fist because of the 

liiitLi^ L SwS ^ f T&e t ^ ent SOffie time in the Florida 
care of hr ^ transfusions and other treatments under the 

, tr* ^JFCbiR* He has also been receiving treatments off anrt on in 

flespital!^ 8 ^ ^ ° rland0 Orthopedic Hospital and the Bay Pines Veterans 


■ „ - recently he sold his property on the 

in f -f, a &- &ce cl° s ®r to town inasmuch as he has b 
not witnin quick riding distance of a hospital he w 
survive another attack. 


, ■■h M.v . i.M Rf, St.ee h e was at home on Christmas day with Ms wife an 

S ? QS -» I l who were visiting him, Helrose at 9s30 or 10 

^ dinner at 2 P.M, He claims he does not know 

peLLL hlS fam -^ 13(1 sa PP er hi a restaurant in Orlando, 

again pleading faulty memory, * 


He believes that a 



be 

b7 


employee of the Florida SEMTHTSBL 
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newspaper, Orlando, Eight have visited the BSLVBi home s- 
Christmas day* 

During the interview DELVES’ made the following 
various individuals concerning whom he 


ian Dui 


has "been an officer 

cannot furnish any other 


of the Orlando lo 
information about 


lb of the 



The 


Be does not recall 
at the time of the incidents; 


is familiar to him; 



as at Groveland 


| [is a member of the 

Groveland at the time of the in oh riant 


Apopka "branch and could have been 


He cannot recall whether or not 
the time of the incidents but states that! 
boy - and does not believe he is too reckless; 


was at Groveland at 
is a good sort of a 


PAT HALL is a 1r peculiar cuss, they threw the pattern away when 
he was made'* - PAT tried to be his friend at the time of the dissention in 
the Orlando lodge arising out of the Groveland incidents - PAT quit the 
organization after BBLVXM resigned as Exalted Cyclops and has attended 

two or three meetings since that time* He doesn* t know whether or not 
Pii2_HALL was_ at Groveland at the time of the incidents - PAT etat.t. and 
iiiiiSL BR00K1M don* t get along together,. To illustrate that they do not 
associate with each other, BELVIH related that about a year ago eapt. 

ddOOiillw was sick and when BELVIN called PAT BALL and questioned him about 
it PAT didn* t even know that BROOKLYN had been ill; 

, - He knows SMITE MAMBIG who belonged to the Orlando tTUn while he 

was Exalted Cyclops and would bring up all sorts of proposals 
sometimes suggesting that the take out a man and thrash b-in just for the 
lack of something to do — he did not believe SMITH MABr^ING nor PAT wat.t. 
had been attending Klan meetings very regularly in recent years, 

n 

HELVE! states that no particular person was the custodian of the 
member ship lists in a Klan lodge but that it was a practice of keeping 
ideality of the person with such custody a secret. The lists or book 
would be continually on the move from one member to another a^d sometimes 
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; — l At one time the collection of dues was in the hands o d 

dues being collected either quarterly or annually. 

* 

•V 

Mien q uestioned concerning ~l BBLVIIir replied the 

oulj~ pe. knew was the man who operated thq 

lin uriando * 


She following is a description of S ITJM ftW HOLLY BSLVIE as ob- 
tained through interrogation and observation: 




Name 
Eace ' 

Sex 

Born 

Place of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Complexion 

Build 

. Occupation 
Physical condition 

£ 


Peculiarities 

Father 

Mother 

Brothers 


Sisters 


Wife 

Daughter 


* 


IILIMaH HOLLY EBLTOff 

White 

Male 

10-29-93 

Sumter County. South Carolina 
5*11|« 

230 


Blue, wear’s horn rimmed glasses 
Gray — slight tinge of black 
Hough with sallow tinge in color . 

Heavy 

Automobile mechanic — unemployed 
Poor, allegedly has heart condition 
as result of extreme spinal injury 
in 1944; joints, particularly .legs, 
swollen « 

Snail feet, size 8 shoe 
JAMBS MOMS BELVIN, deceased ' 

SARaH HSKRETTI , deceased 
imam L. BSLVIN, Sumter, S.C. 

M. BFjIiVIW, Concord, K*C* 

WIILLaci T. BELVIK, Fort Myers, Florida 
Mrs, BILL (MAUDE) ?aHSQE, Fitzgerald, 
Georgia 

Mrs,’ HCLLIS (BEULAH) ARctASITS, where- 
abouts unknown, 

ELSIE VIOLA MCERISOE, married , 

Tissimmee . THor irln.. IQ? 5 . 

be 

blC 
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Sons 


Education 

aSK 


Employment 


Eesidence 
Past residences 




| Y.M.C .a. , Sumter , 

South. Carolina. 

l Atlanta Southern 

(Jo liege , Pharmaceutical Branch, Atlanta 
Eesidence: Y.M.C.A. , Atlanta, Georgia. 
9th grade . 

#2993^79 , honorably discharged 1919 
also fingerprinted as civilian em- 
ployee Orlando Air Base, World War 
XI 

1922 Central Machine and Parts, 

Orlando as mechanic. 

Self-employed, auto garage 20 odd 

years. 

Box 4C0, Eoute 4, Lake Lrawdy, Orange 
County, PLorida. 

419 S. Hughey Street, Orlando 6-4-37 
to 1950 

2137 W. Jackson Street, Orlando 1927— 

37 

- — • Amelia Street, Orlando 6-21-21 or 
22 to 1927 


consent . 


taken 


* 

It should be noted that insofar as BELVIM^s explanation of his ' 
whereabouts Christmas day, 1951, he continued to r>lgaH faulty memory. At be 

first he stated that his daughter, visited him and the b7c 

family Christmas day but immediately Ch&nged his mind, saying that she 
didn^t oome dov/n from Oil City, Pennsylvania until January, 1952. He stated 
that his two sons, above named, had Christmas dinner with them. He insisted 
he could not recall whether or not the entire family tpayeled into the City 
ox Orlando that evening for Christmas supper . , 
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The following investigation 
W, BOSES and Special Agent: 
m January 20 r 1952: 


was conducted hv Srpryiai flggnt. in 

d EQBEHD 33. 


BnSiS; Mrs. TILLMAN H. SELVES', wife of suspect SELVES' inter- 
viewed for any information she would furnish regarding husband* s 
KKK activities. 


be 

b7C 




Mrs„ TILLMAN E. SELVES, Eoute 4, Box 400, Lake DEAVffil Orange 
County, Florida, advised she and TILLMAN HOLLY SELVES have been ’married 
for 26 years and for the past 16 months have resided in their residence on 
Eoute 4, She stated that they formerly resided on Hughey Street ip 
Orlando, Florida, where SELVES operated an automobile repair garage. 

She further advised that BEIVEI has not been employed for ap- 
proximately two years due to ill health. She also stated that approxi- 
mately 16 months ago they purchased 160 acres of land on Eoute 4 for 
$6,000. cash and since that time they have constructed their present 
residence on Eoute 4. She further related they have now sold the resi- 
dence and are presently endeavoring to locate living quarters near Bav 

Ptos, Florida, in order that BELVIN w receive optical attention jfthe 
Veterans Hospital located at Bay Pines* 

V 

• S ^ e said that approximately one year ago they sold 120 acres 
of the original 160 acres purchased on Eoute 4 and received $6 500, She 

also stated they previously owned an apartment house in Orlando which they 

have sold and they are presently receiving #75* a month from' a house which 
rney own and rent in 'Orlando. 


,, ,, An re gar<l to SELVES * s present illness, she stated he has received 

lf ee i ^ on ' ; k s Epical attention at Bay Pines and also has received medical 
attention at the Florida _ Sanitarium in Orlando. She described his 
physical condition as being of such a nature that he has not been anywhere 
himself for the past 17 years, £he said his present illness began ap- 
proximately 5 years ago and in recent months he has not gone anywhere without 
ter accompanying him inasmuch as he fears an a ttack might occur at any time . 

one stated she does not know the exact nature of his physical ailment or* 
tin spells k and ^black outs if Whi nh bp 


Mrs*^ BftLVIlM stated that to hex* knowledge hex* husband is not 
presently nor has ever been connected with the Ku KLux Klan in any way 
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whatsoever. She also advised he has never spoken to her regarding any Eh. Klux 
Klan activity in Orlando or any other area. She said that if her husband 
was or is presently a member of the Klan it is a complete surprise to her. 

Mrs. BSLVBi advised she is personally opposed to the Klan and Elan acti- 
vities and expressed the opinion her husband may not have told her that he 
is or has been a Klan member inasmuch as he is aware of her disapproval 
of the Klan, 

She stated she and her husband are members of the Baptist Church 
and she herself is a member of the Women 1 s Auxiliary of the Odd Fellows 
but other than the church she does not know any organization of which her 
husband is a member. 

Mrs. BELVIE was questioned as to whether or not she has ever seen 
a belt buckle in the possession of her husband with the letters "KKK 11 or a 
cross emblem on the buckle inasmuch as information has previously been re- 
ported that BSLVIN at one time wore a buckle with such type of ing-igrn a 
and openly boasted he vras a member of the IClan, 

V 

Mrs. BELVIh admitted her husband had such type of belt buckle 
but denied he had ever told her he was a member of the or that the 

emblem had any significance* In this regard she stated she recalls that 
on one occasion someone asked her husband about the buckle and at that 

time he made some remark to the effect that the KKK signified Kappa Kappa 
Kappa, 

Information was also received previously that Mrs. BELVET has 
been very active in the Women* s Auxiliary of the Hi Klux Klan in the 
Orlando area. 

m 

Mrs, BELVIE also stated she never heard of MHRY T. MOOES until 
she read in the newspapers of the bombing of the MOOES residence. 

She also stated she was unaware of the fact that the FBI was 
making any investigation and no one has spoken to her or to her husband, 
to her best knowledge, regarding any inquiries being made by the FBI. * 

Mrs. BELVET stated her husband is a fancier of firearms and 
has a number of rifles and two revolvers. She also stated he has a 
permit to carry a gun. She was questioned as to why her husband keeps 
two loaded revolvers under his pillow. To this inquiry she stated he had 
never discussed the matter with her and she assumed he kept the revolvers 
as a protection against any burglar or intruder 
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Mrs. EELVET stated she and her husband are very friendly and have 
been fc*r a number of years with Orange County Sheriff DAVID SIAER. .She 
also advised they are acquainted with and frequently visit Mr. and Mrs. 

■EARL SROOKLIN . She says that EARL has not been to the ESLVnf residence 
on E~ute 4 but once since the ESLVDsjS have resided there and on this 
occasion he came to borrow a plow. She stated thst she does not know 
whether or not EROQKLIM is a member of the Elan. 


She also advised she and her husband are 
WILL SA8MBS family who are their neighbors. 


acquainted with the 


Mrs. SBLVBf 
been to Mims, ELorida 
Apopka, 


stated her husband, to her knowledge. 
She does not know whether or not he 


has never 
has been to 


oi the M 
bombing. 


Mrs, IELVIN stated her husband has never discussed the bombing 
KE residence with her or made any statements regarding the 


In regard to the activity of the PSLVIM family -on Christmas eve 
1951 Mrs . 5DLVIN stated she an d her hus band and her son-in-law and 
daughte r J L spent Christmas eve at 

the BEJLVlh residence although during the afternoon they took a ride to 

Orlando to look at the Christmas lights and. thereafter returned to the 
EELVffi residence. 


With regard to Christmas day Mrs, lELVIiT stated she and her 
husband got up at approximately 8:3 0 A.M.. had breakfast and were joined 
by her son-in-law and daughter t.he | [ a t approxi- 
mately 11 A. M. when the I arrived from Orlando. ELorida where the 

reside at 


Mrs. BEL VIE stated that during' the afternoon of Christmas day 
she, her husband, her daughter and son-in-law drove into nriep rin in 
BiffpiiV* s End eon eert^n . She stat ed they went, tp the apartment 

| in order that | might change clothes and 

thereafter they rode around Orlando for a while and then - returned at 
approximately 11 P.M. to the SELVIiT residence on Eoute 4. ‘She said she 
and her husband retired a short time after 11 P.M. ’’ 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents FRANK 
SCH and JAMES P. SHANNON on January 26, 1952: 


BASIS: I I (not I l as previously reported) 

was interviewed inasmuch as she is the daughter of a principal 
suspect, HUMAN H. BELVIN, and in order to resolve, if possible, 
the differences existing in the accounts of their activities on ■ 

Christmas day, 1951 s - s related by TIUMAN H. BELVIN and his wife, 
ELSIE. 


be 

b7C 


•£#* 


suspect, TILLMAN 



of a princip al 


furnished the following information 


linger Sewing Machine Company in Orlan* 
Administration in Orlando. From 1948 


until the present time she has had only occasional contacts withf 

TIUMAN and FLSI.E BELVIN, inasmuch as she resided at the Y.W.C.A. -iri Op'la n do 

in 1948 until she was married in 1949 and then resided with her husband at 
Oil City, Pennsylvania. 


ictivities in the 


She insists she knows nothing of 
Ku Klux Klan and only knew that he was a mfirno ftr at- 
her recently. 


one time because he told 


She arrived at Orlando from Oil City, Pennsylvania, Sunday, Dec- 
sr 23, 1951 at 8:30 P.M. and immediately visited her parents home at lake 
rdy, 16 miles outside of Orlando, staying there until about midnight, 
did not see either of her parents again until Christmas eve night when 
parents . picked up her and her husband -and drove around Orlando shopping 
admiring the Christmas decorations until about 11: BO P.M. 


slept 


Ch Christmas day, 1951, her husband, 

.t wasn't until noon that day that they arrived at her parent 
PrflWfly a — They rem a ined at he r parent's home with her .brother 

J who were also visiting their parents 


tinually during that afternoon, having -Chrisfeaas dinner at 3 P.M. The entire 
group remained at the Belvin home until 7:30 P.M, when all took a ride into 
^^o^and^drove ^ around that area admiring the thristmas decorations until 


home at 



Orlando . 


b6 
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I | states she has seen EARL BROOKLYN only once and that 

was about 8 years ago and she has heard her father and mo ther mention Mm 
but knows nothing as to his activities* She insists thatl 1 TILL- 

MAN BELVIN, is not in any way connected with the Mims explosion and that 
she is not worried about the results of this investigation. 


It should be -noted that the accounts 
H. BELVIN, on Christmas day, 1951 as furnished 

his wife ELSIE BELVIN and — 

variance with each other. 


activities of TILLMAN 
MAN BELV IN himself, 

are at 


It should also be noted that TILLMAN BELVIN plead that he had . 
faulty memory and under no circumstance could he recall accurately his e: 
whereabouts on Christmas day nor the persons who were at his home during 

that day. However, he did insist that he was not away from the Orlando 
area during that day. 



•v 
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VI. TRACING OF DYNAMITE 

She following investigation, was conducted by Special Agents 

| and CLYDE) P. iJERHOLD on January 10 and 11, 1952: 

BASIS: Check of sales of dynamite by the BUMBY Hardware Company 

at Orlando, Florida. 




I L Merchandise Manager for the BOMBY Hardware Company 

advised they do not sell or store any dynamite. He stated if any old cus- 
tomers of the company desired to purchase dynamite that the company would 
order it for them from the duPont Company at Mulberry, Florida. He stated 
the duPont Gompany would deliver the dynamite directly to the customer. 


also advised that according to his records the only per- 
sonsthey Ij&u omened dynamite for in the last year were the Florida. Pnwp.r 


Company and the Orange State Groves in Zellwood, Florida. 

I *1 % 1 K . .. f 


that the Orange State Groves 
dynamite on December 24, 1951 



ordered 


said 


100 pounds of Bed Cross iuxxra Ao% 


did not know when this dynamite had b6 
been delivered to the Orange State Groves. b7c 


I | Purchasing Agent for the Orange State Groves, 

advised they had received two boxes of dynamite from E* I. duPont Company, . 
Mulberry, Florida on December 28, 1951. Be said that this dynamite was being 
used to blast stumps and that it is kept in a vault under his personal care. 
He said that if any laborer wished to use dynamite it was necep^-rtr it. was 

necessary for him to obtain the dynamite from him and that he,| | would 

later go back and check to see that the laborer had actually blown the stump 

with it. | I said that none of the dynamite had been stolen or was 

missing. 


| s | Orlando, Florida, advised that he 

has been a professional dynamiter since 1923 . He stated he purchased most 
of his supplies from the Marion Hardware Company . Ocala. Florida and at 
the Hill Implement Company at ; Sanford, Floridai j ptatei he uses 

dynamite for ditching, blowing stumps and in breaJELhg hard rock in orange 
groves . 


| advised that on one or two occasions he does sell a small 

number oi stxcms of dynamite to any person he might know. He explained 
that dynamite was . difficult to get in Orlando and that occasionally some of 
his friends would ask him to sell them so^e* said that, f. hp. only dynamite 
sold by him during the past year was sold to a who operates a ■ 


/ 

^ 
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dairy at Christmas, Jlorida. 
mately December 28, 1951. 



said he sold this dynamite on approxi- 


that all of his explosive 
dynamite has been stolen ■ 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents FRANK 

F. MEECH and JAMES P. SHANNON on January 12, 14 and 15, 1952s 

< 

BASIS: Effort to check the source and supply of dynamite in the 

State of Florida and particularly in localities where any suspects 
might reside or operate* 


I 

# 

The following hardware stores and general supply stores in Orlando 
and its environs were contacted bub in no case did any of them handle ex- 
plosives of any nature: 

Berry Hardware Company* 2401 E. South, Orlando 

Bowes Hardware and Paint Store, 2412 E« Robinson, Orlando 

Central Florida Lumber and Supply Company, 1602 N. Mills, Orlando 

Economy Furniture Company, 332 W. Church, Orlando 

Fairview Shores Supply Company, 4439 Edgewater Drive, Orlando 

Fleming, F. I,, 933 23rd Avenue, Orlando 

Godfrey Hardware Store, 34 E. Jackson, Orlando 

Handley Lumber Company, Inc., 740 S. Highway, Orlando 

Hill Colonial Hardware, XL05 E. Colonel Drive, Orlando 

Jerry* s Paint and Hardware Gompany, 642 W. Church, Orlando 

John Hardware and Paint Store, 2208 Edgewater, Orlando 

Kelley* s Hardware and Feed Store, 2905 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando 
Knox Stores Company, 25 E. Pine, Orlando 

Leonard Wilson Hardware Store, 312 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando 

Feu, Harry P., Inc., 100 W* Livingston, Orlando 

Loomis Hardware and Paint Store, 252*3 Kuhl, Orlando 

Orlando Hardware and Supply Company, 2310 N. Orange Avenue, Orlando 

Rose Hardware Store, S. Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando 

Sid*s Hardware and Paint Store, 406 W* Church, Orlando 

Smith* s Hardware and General Stored Pinecastle, Florida 

Thomas lumber Company, 231 W* Grove Avenue, Orlando' 

Webb McCoy Hardware Company, 2512. N, Orange Avenue, Orlando 

Wright *s Hardware and Sporting Goods, 915 Kuhl Avenue > Qrlqndo 

Russell, T. J. (Wholesale and Manufacturers) 623 Brookhaven Drive, Orlando 

Baldwin Hardware Company, 336 Park Avenue, Winter Park, Florida 

Fries Paint and Hardware, 1380 Orange Avenue, Winter Park 

Galloway* s Hardware, 2612 Fern Greek Avenue, Orlando 

Gateway Hardware and Variety, 1005 S. Orlando Ave., Orlando 

McFarland Hardware, Maitland, Florida. 





JPS : JMS 
MM 44-270 


) 




Stokers Hardware, previously known as Ryan Hardware Company, Apopka, Florida 

A.M. & S Hardware and Sporting Goods Coiapany, Mount ■ Dora , Florida 

Rehbapm Hardware, Mount Dora, Florida 

Brown Builders Supply, Mount Dora, Florida 

lake County lumber Supply Company, Tavares, Florida 

Central Sand Company, Tavares, Florida. 


The Central Sand Company, having a large sa qd nit or ouarrv. uses 
considerable dynamite in blowing down the sand banks. 


owner, advised that he purchases all of his dynamite through Kingsley’s in 
Leesburg, Florida. 


| Exhibited his dynamite storage to the Agents and it was 

noted that the dynamite is kept in one heavy steel locker and his dynamite 
caps and fuse in a separate hea vy steel locke r. It is noted that all of the 
dynamite on hand was U0% Atlas. I I had on hand a considerable 

quantity of electric caps. They use mainly #6 electric caps which are also 
Atlas with an 8 * lead. 




had on hand a considerable quantj 

.ty of Eockmaster elec- 

trie caps # 0 , 2 and 4 all with 30 * leads. 

• it fl ■ / / A. % ■ ft A 


explains that his 0 


caps are instantaneous, the #2 detonate in two tenths of a second and the 

#4 in four tenths of a second. 

•* * 


advised that his electric caps are also purchased from 
Kingsley* s in heesburg. His consumption averages approximately four cases 
of dynamite- per month. 


| maintains the keys to the dynamite chest on his own 
person ana ne aoes not allow other people to have accesses to the explosive . 
At no time in the past has any dynamite disappeared and #0 attempt has ever 
been made to break into and steal any of his dynamite . 


I [informed the Agents that he was personally concerned 

ever the terrorist activities in the State resulting from the bombings and 
attempts in Miami and also the killing of HARRX MOORE and his wife in Mims, 
Florida. He believed that either a State, or preferably federal restrictions, 
should be placed on the purchase of dynamite because any one can purchase 
dynamite "as^easy as buying a stick of gum. ?f 


Manager of Kingsley* s, a large hardware store 
at Leesburg, Florida, advised that he obtains his dynamite, kO% Atlas, from 
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. I ‘'he distributor of the Atlas Powder Company of Knoxville 

Tennessee. A few cases of 60% Atlas dynamite are obtained on special 

order from either Merrill Company in Jacksonville or the Merrill Company 

in Miami. He handl es Clover Bran d fuse (orange color) with U detonators, 
also distributed by 9 


The principal 
Florida Power and light 
Central Sand Company, 


customers of the store are the Telephone Company, 
Company, the County District Hoad Demrtmpn+, a nr! 


■®- s inventory of 40$ dynamite is presently checked only up to Ma 
951 • His fuse inventory is up to date. The fuse inventory, upon being 
examined by the abosre mentioned Agents, showed that a comsiderabls amount 

of fuse, both electric and match fuse was sold by this store, 

* 

It is the p o l icy of the store that if a stranger asks salesman 

5°f, dynamite or fuse,| |is first contacted by the salesman for 

authorization to seU. either the dynamite or fuse. It j s | | 

practice to speak with such a customer and attempt to determine whether or 
net his use of dynamite is legitimate. Oi course, all thesHales! o?to 
then to regular customers of the store, are on a cash basis and no names 
are maintained od the sales slips or ok the records of the store? 


sales of dynamite, 
order to determine 

purchased dynamite. 


Jstat e s as far as he could recall, there were no unusual 
All the salesmen at Kingsley* s Store were contacted in 
f any person or persons other than regular customers had 


.. xu L J a salesmen of the Kingsley. Store, stated he re- 

calls that about six months ago a man on three or four occasions made cash 
purchases of quantities of dynamite for use in ^Lasting through a at 

lake Apopka. He recalls that the nan, whose name is unknown to him, but 
who a PP e f^f^ ke engaged in the legitimate use of sctch* dynamite, purchased 
a case at the time of his last visit to the store and remarked at that time 
that he was sure he would have enough to complete his work on the canal. 

1 

ft 

, l____ l a ‘ salesman at. Kingsley’s, recalled that in 

December, 195-L, a man who was working for a salvage Company out of Jackson- ' 

voile, Florida, which company was performing work on a turntable' of the old 

highway bridge nearby, purchased about two cases of 60% dynamite, tendering 

a check from that company in payment . A check of the store records revealed 

"°g an . Diving Company of Jacksonville, Florida had purchased two cases 
of b0% dynamite on December 14, 1951 with a compary check of $48.41. 

This appeared to be a purchase for a legitimate use of dynamite. 
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Kingsley Store, recalled that : 

about the third week of December, 1951, two young men who were in their 
middle 20s, purchased two or three stocks of 40$ dynamite with the -necessa' 
fuse to explode them in order to blow some stumps at Center Hill, which is 
approximately 15 miles from Leesburg. There was no way in which either of 


identified or traced, according 


I I bid remark that his storeys inventory on dynamite has 

been absolutely accurate but that the store usually strives for about 
95$ accuracy. His store has had no tbnftssof dynamite at any time. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
WILLIAM J. JiiMSON at Lakeland, Florida -on January 15 and 24, 1952: 


BASIS:. Information was received from 

Putnam Hardy^re ■ F « Pierce, Florida, that his source ol’ supply of dynamite 


is 


duPont Dynamite Company, Mulberry, Florida, 


flonfi dp.nti a! In formants T -4 and T-5, of known reliability, advised 


__ pL-a — Lot g~time resident of Mulberry, is a salesman of 

explosives for duPont. I | is also a member of the " ALL AMERICAN CLUB" 

liiich is affiliated witn the Ku Klux Klan . T—5 advised that members of the 

'^ALL AMERICAN CLUB" attempted to recruit him for membership at which tine 
i t was Represented to be a part of the KU KLUX KLAN. T~5 advised that 

has been active in the organization in that he has attended and con- 

!• « * L L _ .1 i 1 • . 


. I ^ VV* 1 

tinues to attend meetings and dinners at the organization* s club house near 
Mulberry. . 


, „ - — , . ] was interviewed at his 

place 01 business, a warehouse having no street address. He advised that 

he is distributor for E. I. duPONT de NEMOURS COMPANY. Headquarters for his 

division is the company offices^ Brown and Marx Building ^ Birmingham 2^ 
Alabama > 

1 stated that the State of Florida is broken into three 

sales territories, having hea dquarters in Miami, Ocala and Mulberry. Sales 

is a I I Sales representative in Ocala is 


i I x coouuci uj. v in ucaxa 

]«ho is also Superintendent for the State of Florida. 


The magazine f or .the Mulberry territoxy is located at Drane Field 
Lakeland, Florida. said that more than a year ago the magazine was 

broken «in tp; hOTOT er, he determined almost definitely that this was done by 
children. | J found a small boy burning a stick of dynamite near the 

magazine at the time. After that occurrence, new locks were installed and 
there have been no reoccurrences. 

4 

said that he handled various types of dynamite ranging 
He has not handled any 60$ Red Cross dynamite for about 
Qflfl a 9 d a haif y ea rs. The last he handled was sold from the Miami magazine 


from 20 $ to 60%. 


i — « — — * no.nuj.cu. woo ouiu xram one Miami magazine. 

;rf d S 1 I ere<i *. lfc j. b u- a co 5 lfcracfcor along the canal going into Ft. Lauderdale. 

La r, m r. mns f. o-P hio pqI q n a vt n AUa i i > 


n, e . . , , ^ , . : — j_xxuu j? u* iKiuaer- 

He said that most of his sales are to the numerous phosphate companies in 
his territory and also to hardware stores. He keeps records of all sales. 

He said that for the ordinary sale he keeps a green copy of the sales order. 
The customer receives a yellow copy and the company in Birmingham receives 
three white copies. Hunt Tru ck Lines services are used for transporting 

^ S ??np * y^ neVe flr > | delivers and uses Hunt Truck Lines services, the 
True* Line receives the original white Shipping Orde r, the co mpany i n gir- 

mingia y rents y es. the jellow and- two white copies and T~ l keeps the green 


copy 


• j . V « , . x UilC tTJ.' 

said that tlie same procedure is followed in handling fuses 

l6/j. «-» 
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and caps. He handles Orange Wax Clover fuses which he said are widely used 
in this area. He said also that he handles electric fuses which are used 
to a greater extent than any other type in the phosphate territory. 

I [ said that fuses of the Orange Wax Clover type are usually 

crimped to the cap by a person biting it. He said that there are crimping 
pliers designed for this but that they are not easily obtained or widely 
utilized*. The company does not permit the sales representatives to stock 

the crimping pliers and all such pliers are ordered from the Birmingham 
headquarters , 

* 

advised that he is not a member of the Ku Klux Klan. He 

said that tie is a member of the All American Club but that it is not in any 

affiliated with any Klan organization. It was noted during the interview 

that | — 1 appeared to be uneasy. He raised no question as to the identity 

of subjects, motive for the bombing or related matters, and expressed no 

personal feelings in the matter such as sympathy for victims or condemnation 
of the subjects. 

y 

advised that he has never, to the best of his knowledge, 
sold explosives in Lake and' Brevard Counties, with one exception. He deliver- 
ed 50 cases of 40$ straight N.G., Dynamite to U. S, Department of the Air 
Force, AFB, Cocoa, . Florida during the week before Christmas, 1951. He was 
unable to locate his bill of sale on this and believed that he was required 
to turn all copies in because so many copies were needed by the AFB-at Cocoa, 

_ , , , , _1 advised that he has one customer in Orlando, Orange 

County, t he JOSEPH BUMBY HARDWARE COMPANY at TOP . Tffap h Church Street, He 

advised that BUMBJf re-sells the dynamite and I \ someti mes shins rH 

to the. Orange State Groves at Zellwood, Florida for BUMBY , [has 

no filing system for his sales records. He was able to locate records of 
the following: 


12/24/51 


1/4/52 


2 'cases 40$ Red Cross 
Co., shipped direct 
Zellwood, Florida 

2 cases 40$ Red Cross 

Co., shipped direct 
Zellwood, Florida 


Extra, Joseph Bumby Hardware 
to Orange State Groves, 


Extra, Joseph Bumby Hardware 
to Orange State Groves, 


Bumby 
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. tollcx'/ing tno blast an the I--GORE herao the conplcto area 

r ^ 1US °? tcn yc ; r( J s grounding the blast . crated v/a^jraiLnu^ely 

-•.annod and specimens cf debris, dirt and articles of clothing wore 
oo-oainod. rhese itons are described as 1 through 6 as follows and 
\ -erwarded to the FBI Laboratory on 3)econbor 27, 1951* The Lab*-* 
oratory submitted its report by letter dated Deconbor 29, 1951* 

’V •* 

!♦ 3 quart containers of soil and debris taken firr. the 

center of the blast crater and froa the edges of the crater 
and the surrounding area* 

■ 

The Laboratory advised vath respect to these 
spjcr..ons that tnoy contain rany wood fragments, 
glags frag, ".cats and several snail wads of cotton 
fiber* ^ There was nothing present in this sanplo 
to pon.ut identification of the particular type 
of explosive substance used. * A 

2« Bed sheet taken from. the bed of the vie tins which was 
m the debris* 

3* Debris taken fron the iixediate area tender the floor- 
ing of the bedroom cf the victims* 

4. Articles of clothing taken fron the rubble and debris 
of the bodrocr. area* 


The Laboratory stated with respect to iter.is 2, 3 and 
4 that they consisted primarily of fragments of wood, 
glass, cleansing tissue, r.d scellaneous dirt, dust and 
debris ^but nothing was found to permit identifica- 
tion or the explosive substance used* The Laboratory 
stated that on the basis of the presence of the 
numerous wood fragments it appeared a high order ex- 
plosive substance was used* Dynamite is classified 
as a high order explosive. 


CU 


5, Plaster cast of footprint found in loose sand in oran'-c 
Grove area in vicinity c'f victims’ ho: :e . 

6, Plaster cast of footprint found in loose sand in some 

area* 


The Laboratory stated with respect to items 5 and 
6 that the size, of the shoos that produced the 
impressions reproduced in the plaster casts is 
estimated to be between 7 and 9« No markings were 
found on the cast which would assist in tracing 
the shoos making the imressions, 

v W » 

* 

Thereafter all the remaining debris, sand and soil in the 
b orbed crater and in the surrounding vicinity under the house of the 
victims was carefully sifted and the items listed below were found. 
These wore submitted to the Laboratory by letter dated January 2, 1952, 
and are described as itens 7 through 11. The Laboratory replied by 
teletype dated January ?> 1952* 


7. Several pieces of class, a heavy round rubber washer, 
a substance which appeared to be sc:.io sort of wax or candle 
tallovr, Tire of the pieces of class were found deep in the 
crater caused by the explosion and the other pieces, to- 
gether with the rubber washer were found within a 6* radius 
of the crater and under the housd with the other debris. 


3 , 


Several pieces of class and a cork stopper which was 
found in sifting; the debris in 'the immediate vicinity of 
the bombed crater. 


9« Brown-colored dust which was scraped from under the 
windcwsill which was located immediately above and below 
the north bedroom window of the victims, 

4 

10, One piece of rope containing an unknown purple and 
yellow discoloration found in the debris under the house 
under the victims* bedroon. One r.etal clip found in the 
explosion crater. One rubber washer found in the debris 
under the victims* bedroom, A small spring found in the 
debris under the victins t bedroom. 


V 


* 
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11 » One piece cf glass tubing found in the orange grove 
north of the victims* residence app r ccd.no, tc ly 25 yards 
frea the side of the- house. 


f* . 

- rtiP 




The Laboratory advised with respect to ite: is 7 to 
11‘ as follows: so::.o pieces of glass mentioned in 

item 7 fit pieces described in iter. 8. Pieces fro: :, 
both ite: is case from a glass vial with 3/4 n outside 
diameter. The refractive index of all the glass 
except cno small fragment was said to suggest that 
the majority of the glass care fro:.i the sane or 
sinilar source. The use of such vials is unlimited. 
They arc found in laboratories, pharmacies, etc. 

It was stated the foreign substance on the glass is 
paraffin wax. The largo latex rubber via s her has a 
hole the sane diameter as the vial and could have 
been used as a holder* If was stated washers like 
this are frequently seen in laboratories around 
neck graduated cylinders to prevent the cylinders 
frea chipping if the;/ topple over. It could have 
wide use as a cushion in many industries, particu- 
larly in radio, television, etc* 


It was stated the cork 
of the above nbntionod 
stopper for this vial. 


stopper fits the neck portion 
vial and could have been the 


It was stated the r.ctol clip aentioned previously 
is froa a pilot light clomp found on some radios 
and television sets. 


'V 


The 


steel spring mentioned has w.any uses. 


The brown colored dust scraped fron the window sill 
consists of wood and sand ^articles. 


The rope is sash cord. The foreign substance is 
similar to crystal violet, also known as gentian 
violet, used as dye in the textile industry as 
vjoll as antiseptic and bactericide. 















\ 
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The Laboratory stated Generally vjith respect to the 
ai'cwi a.toi.0 i/iiat a Glass vial of the size 'which would 
approximate the size of the vial represented by the 
pieces of Glass subnitted could hold sufficient 
ni troglyce rino to cause the damage in this case* 

It was stated that nitroglycerine is usually ox- 
ploded by shock such as that fror. a blasting or 
electrical blasting cap. It was stated a candle 
would not nomally be used to set off nitroglycerine 
but could possibly, under certain conditions. This 
conclusion bj* the Laboratory was in answer to a hy- 
pothetical question as to whether a candle placed in 
the top of a test tube filled with an explosive chem- 
ical such as nitroglycerine could burn down com- 
pletely, causing the lighted wick to drop into the 
chemical and cause the explosion. The Laboratory 
stated that had the vial from, which the glass frag- 
ments came been used to hold nitroglycerine and the 
nitroglycerine been set off while in the vial it 
is doubtful. whet her any glass fragments would have 
been found. It was stated none of the submitted 
materials are of value in determining the type of 
explosive substance used or the method used to sot 
off an explosive charge* The residue found at an 
explosion scone is usually carbon which could have 
originated from a number of different sourcos other 
than the explosive used. 




The Laboratory was requested to advise whether iron an oxai 
ination of a piece of wood discolored by the flash or smoke fror.: an 
explosion it could determine the type of explosive material used. 

N 

The Laboratory stated in answer that in the event a blast- 
ing cap or electrical blasting cap wore used to set off the charge 
there nay be bronze particles imbedded in the wood nenbor?. It was 
stated that in view of this it would be desirable to forward tip 
rood, at least that closest to whore the explosion occurred, to the 
Laboratory for examination. 

* 

* 

The Laboratory was also advised tliat there had b een obtained 
a piece of the main supporting sleeper which contained a greyish de- 
posit which appeared to have been blasted 'onto the wood from the 


V 




K 
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e-plosion. Visually the grey substance appeared to be similar to 
nic .greyish material submitted tc .the Laboratory which was obtained 
rrrev. the soil in the bettor, of the crater. The Laboratory was re- 
quested to advise whether fron further examination of this greyish 
deposit the;/ could determine the type of explosive materialised. 

The Laboratory advised that the greyish deposit was probably sand 
ru.ch ^as examination of the wood previously forwarded by the Shcr 
li'fts Office of Dade County revealed the sane tyuc of deposits as 

described to be sand. 

* 

12. 0 pieces of wood containing srmcke and other blasting 

effects obtained fron the immediate vicinity whore the 
explosion occurred* These pieces of wood were submitted 
tc the Laboratory cn J anuary 9 , 1952, for the purpose of 
deter) uniny , in accordance vlth the Laboratory's sug- 
gestion, whether any pieces of bronze or copper are in- 
bedded in the wood to indicate whether or net a bias 
cap was used tc detonate the . unknovm explosive charge 
and whether they grey foreign substance on one of the 
pieces of wood could give any indication as to what type 
explosive material was used. 



13. Portion of one 
tins were sleeping. 


of the nattressos on which the vie 
these forwarded January 9a 1952. 


The* Laboratory by teletype dated January 23, 1952, 
advised that nothing was found in the wood or mattress 
which would assist in identifying the explosive sub- 
stance used or the method of igniting an explosive 
substance, hctal particlas dug from: two pieces of 
wood wore identified as corroded pieces of galvanized 
v.lre resemmbling chicken wire, A peculiar pattern of 
concentric rings on one piece of wood was believed to 
have been caused by a bed spring when the wood was 
driven against it by the force of the explosion. 


On January 14, 1952, 
Laboratory for examination. 


items 14 to 17 were forwarded to th 


o 


« 1-5 



14® Cardboard container containing 
of the hone of victims HAEHI T 
affected by the explosion, and i 
ordinary soil in the area. 
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s a 


soil fron the vicinity 
, vjhich soil was not 
specimen of the 




I 


Li 
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15* Cardboard container containinr; soil which was takon 
fro:.: tho center of tho crater caused by the explosion 



This TNT .charge was set up in the center 
of a large wash tub full of soil taken fra?, tho area of 
the victins J s hone not previously contariinated by the 
original explosion* 


16 ♦ . Cardboard container containing soil takon fror. the 
center of a crater caused by tho explosion off 


This dyna:.dto was detonated in tho 
center or a separate wash tub full of soil taken fron 
the vicinity of the victims? hone, which soil was not 
previously contaminated by instant explosion. 

17* Cardboard container containing soil taken fren tho 
^ center of a crater formed bv tho detonation of I 

and laid flat in the center of a largo wash tub of soil 

V# w 

taken from the area around tho vic tims* hone , uncontar.~ 
inated- by tho original explosion, | 



b7E 


To date the FBI Laboratory has not furnished the results $ 
of its examination of the above four items. 
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VIII. UNSOLVED HiCIDEKT OF VIOLENCE IHVOLVBIO * 

IBE OF DBlfaa^Ei 0HAKG3 COMITY „ 


*1 ^ 



She following investigation, was conducted "by Special Agents 
F« k3SCH aid JaME& p. SBmm on January 16, 1952: 

BASIS: was interviewed inasmuch as he had infor- 

mation concerning an act of violence in which a negro home was 
burned in the Orlaido area. 

y 



■ - V 




b6 

b7C 
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nor'cnwes'c oi yrianao on 
mat ion: 


with offices at 

Qipanrin who rpsir^s gp. i-iagnolia Farm, several miles 

furnished the following inf or- 


a piece 


Late in the spring of 1950 he -sold a negro, 

of property 120x390 1 locatepl on the hard top road to Forest City, just in- 
side Seminole County, Florida off the Old Apopka Hoad. The deed was actually 
dated in September, 1950, A short time prior to. the consummation of the 
sale a white woman, INEZ MEihlDETH, over 60 years of age, who had a reputa- 
tion in Seminole County as being a famous old bootlegger and prostitute, 
and who owned considerable prop erty in the vicinity of .the land being 
sold to came intol I officeto tell him he had better not 


sell to negroes Decause she did not want any negroes on that road. 

■ 

incidentally, there were no homes o h that road inasm uch as it 
was occupied by the groves dump and plant of 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


In October, 1950, b efore the -plum bing was installed in the frame 

_|as a home, two cars and a truck 


building, being constructed by[ 

drove up to the house at night with six white men in them, none of whom 
had any hoods, According to information developed byj | these 

men went through the house tearing up the place preparing it for burning 
and set it on fire, also set fire to a valuable pile of lumber on an ad- 
jacent lot. 

A young negro in the neighborhood at one time saw four men in 
the house as they were preparing it for burning and two men out in the 
truck, .The men drove off hurriedly when a car drove up to the vicinity* 


Prior to the burning of[ 


home a cross had been 


burned by the Ku Flux Han in that neighborhood. 


4 

Upon learning of the fire 


who has considerable' 
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| 

influence in lake Comity and Seminole County, necessitating that they start 
an immediate investigation. 


who is the wealthiest land owner in that area, 

offered a reward to anyone who would solve the case. Most of the white 
persons in the area contributed to the relief of the negro, 
so that he actually gained financially# 


The day after the burning the two 


boys, who lived in the 


of the burned house, left town, „ Their mother made" a 


remark she sure hoped her boys had not been involved in the burning. 


Some time later someone (identity unknown) mentioned that[ 


(first name not mentioned) was one of the men I n the truck at the scene nf 


the burning. It s q happened that two brot hers . 

] property. 


lived in a house o; 


tetaces ■cnat 


J who is presently in England, is a person of very, good character 
and reputation a nd certainly would not be involved, however , another brother 

J who had come 'from Alabama to live with them onT 
property was a vicious character. Either 


could have been one of the persons referred no as tne 




in une ■Grucn. 


It should be noted that| ( purdered a white man 

a drunken brawl six months ago and is presently serving a sentence in 
Baiford Prison, Horida. 

The names MEL BROOKLYN and SIMON SMITE MINING meant noth! 
He has heard the name TILLMAN 3ELVIN but cannot place i 

Be believes he has seen PAT E at .t. somewhere in Orlando but cannot be s - 

* 

fic. He knows nothing of the activities of these individuals. 


]related the following: 


\ 


A short time be fore Christmas. 1951 while he was eating at 
Sallie’s Tropical Grill, | | man wh om he had 

seen in the ar<^ at various times, and addressed him by name, 

complained vehemently about the negro high school which was in the process 
of construction in Orlando., He complained there were more facilities be- 
ing installed in that school than in the white school and predicted that 
"Just wait until its finished and everybody gets his money and cut out of 
it and it will be blown to hell, 51 

„ ^ t 

directly told this man 'that he "was crazy and the 
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’'biggest complete damn fool be had ever heard 
that this particular man, who had. undoubtedly 
the time, was a painter who drives a truck w! 
Paramore on 19th Street and was building on t: 

man as white, approximately ! l years old, 5'9 
or red in color. 


lb 


He described the 
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The following investigation was conducted "by Special Agents EES® 


C. OLIMSCALSS and CLIDE P. AIESHOID on January 17, 1952: 

^ * 

BASIS: Memo of Specia l Agent JOffi C. CCSMQRS dated Ja nuary 15, 
1952 requesting that a| I who are 

in charge of construction 61 the West upiahdO UOloreci High 
School he interviewed concerning threats to bomb that school* 
This nemo also requested that details be obtained concerning the 
bombing of a frozen custard stand located adjacent to the school 
property. 


of the Zaret Construction Company at Orlando, Plorida, advised, 
tnaf tney had been working on the West Orlando Colored High School since the 
day construction started. They said when they first arrived in Orlando 
they heard rumors and gossip that the school would be blown up but stated 
they had heard these rumors in various bars and restaurants. Both stated 
they were of the opinion the Orlando newspapers were responsible for starting 
these rumors. 

They explained that when Orange County condemned the property on 
which the school is located the local newspaper in an editorial feared that 
the school would be blown up before it was completed. This statement was 
apparently made by the paper because white residents in the area where the 
school is being located strongly contested the condemnation proceedi n gs. 


almost 


o. any 
immedi 


mything 


suspicious . 


H for the Zaret Construction Company, who 
has been assigned until January 9, 1952 at Orlando, Elorida, advised an 
Agent in the Orlando Besident Agency on January 10, 1952 that at approximately 
2 A.M, on the morning of January 9, 1952 he stopped .in. a hamburger stand 
located near the Angebilt Hotel. He stated while he was having a copy of 
coffee appro ximately fifteen men came into the restaurant and sat down at 
the counter, I s tated while these men were 'waiting for their orders he 

heard them discussing the West Orlando Colored High School* | ladvised he 

heard some of the men say that they doubted that the school would ever be 
completed because someone would blow it up. According to I while these 
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men were talking they kept looking at him. 


| |sai& he could not remember the name of the restaurant nor 

did he know any of tho men. He said the men were all well dressed in their 
sport or dress clothes and that he doubted he would ever he able to identi- 
fy any of them if he saw them again. 

’S 

The rear end of the Creamette Prozen Custard Stand, S„ Orange 

Blossom Trail, was blown out by dynamite at 1 A.M* on November 1 1951. It 

is- to bo noted that this frozen custard stand is not adjacent to the best 

Orlando Colored High School but is located approximately two miles north 

of the school, The stand was unoccupied at the time of the explosion and 
no ono was injured* 


of the Creamette, has advised the Orlando 
Police Dipai-omenc that approxamte^ the explosion a 

white man came to him and suggested that he install an other window a t ‘the 

stand for the use of negroes. This man pointed out to l I that if he had 

another window it would not be necessary for the negroes to stand in Hn-? 
with tho white people. 


| l expiainea onat ne s ells his frozen custard through 
and that 1.0 is not necessary to come inside of his stand to n^k-p. ; 

p aid the man had been very friendly and that he thought at t] 
this' man was probably a building contractor looking for some work 
told this person that he would think it over but that he did not 1 
he had enough money to install another window at that time. 



|__jrememDered that when the man finished talking to him he 
gr ossed $outh O range Blossom Trail and went to a gasoline station operated 
ty ) I He saw this man get into an automobile with about three 

other white men. | \ his advised the Police De partment he believed he could 
identify this person if he saw him again and tha t] klso has an employee 
who saw the man at the tiife he confectedl I r 


sergeant | |of the Orlando Police Department advised that th 

only .evidence collected at the explosion were one or two boxes that had bee 
burned by the explosion; He said these boxes were forwarded to the JBI 
laboratory and the laboratory was unable to furnish them any information as 
to what type of explosive bas used* I I said it was the opinion of the de- 

tectives that worked oh the case that dynamite had been used* 
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following investigation was conducted "by Special Agents PEUE 
C. iCLlMiSCALES and CLYDE P. ADEHHOLD on January 21, 1952; 

BAblS: Interview f Clerk at the Creamette, a frozen 

custard stand, located at 210 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Or land, 

Plorida to ascertain if he could furnish a d escription of the 

unknown person that suggested to | | the . manager of the 

Greanette that he install a separate service window for the use 
of negroes. 


did re cal 
Creamette 
negroes.. 


|who resides at| 

. the man' that suggested to| 
that he should install a separa 


service 


I, advised that he 
Jthe manager, of the 
window for use of 


p aid this person visited the Creamette approximately three 
weeks before the explosion which occurred on November 1, 1951. He recalled 
that the man was there right at 7 P.M. because that w as the hnnr t hat. | 
was going off from work that d ay. He stated that afterl bad talked 


nan 


had instructed 


o follow this unknown person. 

J 


I i -i-u. iic? xuxxuwtiu. oiixiD person ana onao zne man ' 
across ohe street to enter a f rozen custard stand and then went to 
MOSES*. pharmacy. According to | ~| this unknown person only t.alks< 
few minutes to the manager of the frozen custard stand loc*ted"dir< 
across the street from the Creamette. 


After going into MOSES 1 Pharmacy where the unknown person stayc 
only for a f ew minutes, the unknown person wentL^cms£Lma.^lr££t to a 
Sinclair Gasoline Station ^idb_is_aLi^rated by| [then ob- 
served the unknown person, l and a tall individual dressed in a 

brown felt hat with a coat and tie on holding a discussion near a 1950 
green Pontiac two— door automobile. 


went home . — I 
Creamette ixEe 
of this person; 


laid that he then stopped observing these individuals and 
Jis confident he can identify the man that came to the 
should bee him again. He gave the following description 


Age 


>*• * 


Weight 


36-40 
5*8» 
200 ~ 


177 - 


n 
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Dress 

Bair 

Build 




White dress shirty slacks 
Dark, neatly ‘combed, slightly wavy 
Stocky with protruding stomach 

of the James Sinclair Service Station, South 
l is located approximately 100 yards south and 
across the street from the Creamette, advised he could not remember the 
■occasion when he and two othe r persons were standing hy a 1950 green 

Pontiac automobile. | |tated that he had been contacted by Detectives 

of the Orlando Police Department regarding the same matter but that he could 
not give any assistance in identifying this person* 

He stated that to the best of his kno wledge none of his regular 
customers^ had a 1950 green. Pontiac automobile. | | advised thr.tl 

jTTrmr! . ^ 


uau a green, ronviac auGomoOile. advised that 

uhe brother of mHL BRQOiQjlffif, who deals with him occasionally 

l 1950 Pontiac automobile bnt t.n the. best HT Inn a m^r*irw*rr 4*V»-5 n 


aoes own a 1950 Pontiac automobile but to the best of his memo 
car is a two-tone gray. I ' 


could not recall that 


yy this 


b6 

b/C 


same 
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* 


g investigation was conducted by Special 
SHAMCN on January 19, 1952i. 









i 


was reported to be one of the renegades 
the Elan" m tine Apopka area. 


ox 




also known ai 


Apopka, who operates 


bpopka, upon being interviewed, furnisneo. tne i oiiowmg iniormatiSn; 


Be knows EARL BROOKLYN, likes him as a n straight shooter but has 
never been on a •bride" with EARL BROOKLYN and was not in the same lodge -of 
the Ela n with him. He knows that EARL BROOKLYN hunts a lot and met him 
through ] ~b f Apopka, Be has not seen EARL BROOKLYN in the past 

8 months and hasn 1 1 spoken to him in at least a year. 



insists he does not know TILLMAN BELVTN, PAT HAT.T. or TQM 


When questioned about BARRY MOORE he stated that when he saw the 
photograph of HARRY MOORE in the newspaper after MOORE 1 s death he recognized 
him as having been in his shop about a year ago inquiring about someone in 
Apopka, He states he has never seen the floor plans of BARRY MOORE 1 s house 
does not even know where Mims, Elorida is and first hear of the Mims ex- 
plosion on Wednesday afternoon, December 26, 1951 when he read about it in 
the newspaper. He does not believe that the Elan did that job inasmuch as 
it was not the type of operation performed by the Elan. He explained that 
the Elan would have called HARRY MOORE out and shot him as he came out of 
his house or might possibly have shot him in an automobile from ambush, 

* f 

ppenly admitted former membership in the Elan relating that 
in April, iV4b ne was recruited into the American Club (Apopka Branch) of 

the Association of Georgia Elans by R. G> STEPHENS (or STEVENS) ( who died 
six months ago) , 

In Eebruary 1950 he was banished from the Elan after a trial 
under the following circumstances: 


•tie was accused, oy the opposition in the At 
Elan of "knocking thos niggers in the head". Because 
the Apopka Branch of the Elan he, R, G. STOP 



Branch of the 
of the dissention in 
fisss’i and a third 




< 
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mn made contacts with the members of that branch of the Xian in ord er to 
ha^e a conference aside from the regular meeting of the Klan* 

*1 T* t.TAO C* f * • . _ 


w har mony 

that he was charged with conspiracy and four other counts 
drinking beer at a meeting in the woods, 1 



claims 


had 



h\iS and he were banished from the TCI an , 


. w** Apopka orancn is alleg ed to h ave been the man 
engineered this trial* Four months afterl land STEPHENS wer< 
the man who had arranged for their ouster was himself "kicked oi 

Klan", Thereafter two members of the Apopka TClan approached hii 
mm to return to the Klan. ~ " 


© 


KLan was 


, aaX> another reason why he was banished from the 

©cause he believed in cooperating and associating with the other 

i.C! t n fiVio 


KLan groups in the area. 


be 

blC 


Repeatedly during the interview volunteered his belief that 

the Klan _is the most wonderful organization in the worlds" Insofar as the 

bt a te of Florida is concerned, he also believed that the Southern Knights 

of the Klan is presently the stronger group. Be insisted he was no longer 
a member of the Klan. - 

H 

... When questioned concerning his attitude towards the negroes he 
indicated he felt that the white race was far superior to the colored* 
race and said "I think I»m better than a nigger." He went on to explain hi 
philosophy with regard to the negro race by telling a story comparing the 
negro race to nfrican monkeys. The story, in substance, was to the effect 
that a serviceman returning from the nfrican campaign brought a monkey back 
to the states and returned to Ms father ' s cotton plantation. He started 
picking cotton and the monkey seeing him immediately started picking cotton 
In a few. days the monkey was picking a good deal more cotton than an exper- 
ienced picker and the ex-serviceman immediately thought of getting a boat 
loan of monkeys to pick the cotton. 

He consulted a lawyer* about the technicalities of bringing over a 
boat load and the lawyer, told him that he should give it considerable thou^l 
because if he brought a boat load of monkeys to t he Stat es it would just be be 
a short time when they would be allowed to vote, 
exactly how he feels about "niggers". 


explained 


b7C 


nowever, ne insisted he has never mistreated any negroes and ■ 
most of his income in his radio shop is made' from the colored people in 
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npopka.. ' Be had never worn the hood of the KLan hecau.se he does not believe 
in it and has only been on one "ride" in his life and that one was to 
chastise a white man who mistreated his wife and caused a miscarriage. In 
this particular instanoe he said he was in the lead car and did not get out 
of the car because the white man was a neighbor of his and knew himJ 
well. 1 

Even t hough -the subject was not at that time made a topic of the 
interview t | [ voluntarily stated that he knew a lot about explosives be- 
cause of his Army service, in fact, knew as much as anybody in the area and 
regarded himself as one of the best demolition experts in the country. 
However, he did state he was afraid to ,r mess with dynamite 11 because it was 
unreliable. He stated he had not handled any explosives since his return 
from the service in 1945, 


When questioned concerning his activity on Christmas day 1951, 

"ME stated lie was home all day and was v isited bvl [ and wife 

from Zellwood and Tine Lake, Elorida and 3 |of Apopka. 

[ was questioned specifically about the Heissing sub-machine 
gun but insisted he never owned one and did not know of anyone who had such 
a gun or of anyone who had a machine gun set on a tripod. He admitted that 
he had owned a M-3 service sub-machine gun known as a "greasegun 11 ; remark- 
ing that at the time he had his difficulties with the opposition in the 
Apopka branch of the KLan he was told by the opposition they had enough on 
him to send him up the river. Sometime after that statement was made, after 
pondering why such a statement was made, he concluded that those individuals 
must have referred tq> the 14-3 sub-machine grease gun. Thereupon he threw 
the gun in the lake. He explained ha had neveY shot the gun, that it was 
a treasured souvenir having obtained it in action during his service in the 
war. 


\ 


Hollowing is a description of 
interrogation and observation; 

Marne V 

Hace Z. 

, Born [ 

Place of birth 



as obtained from 


assau Uountv. Ploridp. 


Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 
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f* 


* 


* 


* 


Peculiarities 


Mother 

Brother 

Sister 

Wife 

Children. 


ASS 

Residence 
Prior residence 


Had temporary br own mustache 

Tof miliar A. TPlnri^a 

in 


operator of 

ffolkstnn. Op nvp a n 

r 


milliard, Plorida 

it it 


« 


if 


Signal Corps 2 years, 
nonoraoie discharge 8-45 



■jjioiuua since ±y>w 
Nassau County, Plorida 


Dtographs of 


in various poses have "been obtained* . 
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■Tiie following investigation was condnoted "by Special .Agents 
P. MSSCH and JAMES P. SHANE® on January 19, 1952: 


BaSIS; Inasmuch as 

V 

renegade group of t'. 
viewed. 


.an, 


I is repo 
s father 



of the 
as inter- 




|who resides at Lake Mendelin on the 

orida and is in the construction "business with his 
"H Orlando, furnished the following information: 


outskirts 
office at 


He originally joined the Elan about 30 years ago at Middleton, 

Ohio and still "belongs to the Elan "being a member of the Apopka branch of 
the Georgia Elans, He knows EARL BROOKLYN by sight} has met P id? HALL, a 
plasterer over at the Elan lodge at an Apopka meeting several years ago; met 
CUBLY BELVIN several years ago at an Apopka meeting of the Elan but could 
furnish no specific information concerning the activities* of any of these 
individuals , 

He does not know where EARL BROOKLYN lives and only became ao- 
_ quaint ed wi th him because BROOKLYN drove concrete trucks to jobs on which 
| | worked* The names of numerous othey indivi final known to be in 

the Elan in the Orlando area were mentioned to| J but he stated 

he diri nnt knew anv other persons in the Elan except the above three and his 
son, who presently belongs to. the Elan. 

H 

He was inactive in the Elan from about 1933 until four years ago 
when, he rejoined it in the Apopka Branch at the’ suggestion of his son, 
in fact he is still inactive in the Elan and has only attendee, one 
Hasting in the past three years, that being a fish fry. He insists he does 
not know the identity of any of the officers of the Elan, has never mixed 
with any Elan group and knew nothing of the Groveland incident or instant 
, case. 
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owing investigation, was conducted by Special Agent 
at Fernandina Beach, Florida on January 21, 1952; 


lorid a 


BASIS; The letter-head of the Progressive Voters League of Plori< 
Inc., of which Victim HARRY T. MOORE was Execut ive Secretary, lists l I 

The following investigation 

was conducted to determine tne extent, or ms relationship with Victims and 
any information he might have relating to the persons responsible for their 

deaths • 

•skhhhks- 


advised that he is a 

member of the Progressive Voters League but has nev er attended any meetings 
of the organization. He said that he has served as | | of the NAACP 

group in Fernandina Beach until its charter lapsed last year* As 
of this organization he began correspondence with the Victim, HARkx x. MUUKE 
in 1948* He has only met MOOEE on one occasion when he, MOORE, spoke in 
Fernandina Beach before the local group of the NAACP in the spring of 1949* 

He k n ew nothing of his personal life or his friends ; he has never met HARRIETT 
MOORE and knew very little of their background. He said that he always re- 
garded MOORE highly and thought that he was in good stand ing wi th all members 
of the NAACP. He learned through a lawyer by the name of| | who is 
associated with the Afro-American Insurance Company in Jacksonville, Florida 
that MQORE's position of State Executive Se cretary was abolished by a recent 
convention of the group and was informed by| |that this action was taken 
due to the fact that MOORE was devoting a majority of his time to the Pro- 
gressive Voters League rather than to the NAACP activities* - 


| advised that MOOEE never mentioned in his corres' 

po ndence any individuals or groups whose animosity was aroused against him 
and | | knew of no enemies that MOORE might of had* 'He was unable to 

furnish any information that would be of assistance in Identifying the 
individuals responsible for the death of the Victims. 


He added that ! 
| who resides on | 
.orida; however, he has 


.'s sister, 
in Jacksonvx 


not seen her since June o 
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She following investigation was conducted by Special Agents FRAHK 


F. MiECE and JAMSS P. 


ST on January 18, 1952; 


Er\i STii > l | J States Investigator, suggested that| | 

| be contacted inasmuch as he was acquainted with criminal 
activities in the Orlando area and might know something about 
instant case* 


| I Orlando, | pf a 

Cities Service Station at 445 N. Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando, upon being 
interviewed advised that he does not have any specific information about 
the activities of the Elan in the Orlando area but generally believes that 
about half the people in the Orlando area are members of the Klan* 

who has been in the Orlando area since 1941 and was 

formerly in charge of the MPs on the Orlando Air Force Base, is not ac- 
quainted with any specific KLansmen and has absolutely no knowledge con- 
cerning the Mims’ bombing except what he read in the newspaper or heard over 
the radio. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents FRANK 
MJSLCH and KOBfitT E. SUNKEL on January 10 , I95?.: 


BASIS: Information received f rc;n | ^ Brevard County 

Board nf TnatirnrH .:n, to the effect that it was his recollection 

of HARRIETT MOORE, had requested the replacement 

of HARRY T. MCXJHE as Principal at the Mins, Florida, negro school. 


•'I VI' 


p ins, Florida, 
only once sncl this was occasioned by 
transporting colored children to the 
existed no means of transportation. 

|vdth regard to the repairing 

other means of transDcrtation. 


jyut 

A/Ol 


advised he had approached 

the fact that the school ous used in 

Mins sr.hnril. had broken down a nd . the re 

|said he approached 1 

of the bus or the utilisation of seme 


;re 


| emphatic ally denied that he had over desired the rcploce- 

nent of HARRY T. MOORE and explained that he felt HaRRY MO Glib was an excellent 
school teacher enn Principal. He said to his knowledge all of tha colored 
children got along very vrell with HARRY MOORE as aid all the parents in the 
neighborhood and to his knowledge all the colored people in the Mims area 
were completely satisfied vdth HARRY MOORE. 
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The 
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;ation was conducted by Special 
n January 17: 1952 i 


Basis ; Among MOORE 1 s pergonal effects was a letter 'dated October 
1, 1951 to Chief of Police ROGER WILIS, O rmond Beach. Florida, 
in whi ch he Was pressing 'Pn r nrnsp.raiti nn n-pj | 

| for the cutting of one a student at Bethune- 

uooKman, in Ormond Beach, Florida. du ring August, 196 11. These in- 
terviews to determine- whether or not| knew that 

MOORS was pressing prosecution and mignc nave Deed - sufficiently 
incensed to do him harm. 




President RICHARD V, MOORS, B ethune-Coo kman College, Daytona Beach, 
Florida, recalled the incident involving] land said that when the in- 

cident occurred MOCKS was in summer school at Bethune-Cookman and after the 
cutting of the negro student, MOORS became quite interested in attempting to 
bring about prosecution of the two white men involved, 

i* 

President MOORS said that a conference had been held in his office 
at some date, unrecalled hv hi tn after the cutting, attended by ROGER - 
vvXLLIS, HARRY MOORE and [and that the conference was strictly on a 

friendly basis and it was ms personal opinion that VILLI S had gone all out 
in an effort to bring about the prosecution of tha whita manl moorei lm p.w nf 

no animosity existing between the victim MCGRS, 


Dean JACK THOMPSON, Bethune-Cookman College, Daytona Beach, 
Florida, recalledthe incident and verified the information furnished by 
President MOORS as set forth above," He recalled that at some stage of the 
game, subsequent to the cutting, he, THOMPSON, had received a letter from 
victim MOCKS regarding his interest in the ca se but that tha letter had been 
destroyed,' THOMPSON knew of no threats which may have made to 

the victim and knew of no information which would nave any clearing on the 
death of EARicY MOORS, 

I I Professor at Be thn uerrC nokman College, Daytona Beach,' 

Florida, recalled the incident whereby| | a student at Bethune- . 

Cookman had, during August,. 1951, taken a carload of negroes to the Ormond ' 
Beach Tropical Garde ns and Zo o for the • apparent purpose of sightseeing and 
that as he recalled, | ] had parked his car and left his friends in the 

car and had walked to the snack bar to ask if colored people would be allowed 
to look through the place, 
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Apparently when 


inq uiry 


standing around the snack Dar ana one a sked! l »What the hell are you 

negroes doing around here.” Apparent ly | | attempted to explain his 

situation, . ir/herepy one of the white hoys took a knife from his pocket anri 

slashed at| patting him across the right side and rear of his neck. 

Thereafter the matter was reported to ROGER WILLIS, Chief of Police at 
Ormond Beach, Florida who is also a Constable in that district «nr! an im- 
mediate inve stigation hr ott . t . ^ s apparently determined that the individuals 
involved were 


Thereafter the matter was held in abeyance for a while pending 
vestigation by WILLIS and ultimately a conference hp.lr! in * 


oi i ice n 

1 bt.ftttea Att.rvrri 

possioiy 




Day t ona 


lult of 'the conference before MURRAY 

announced thiara Mis insufficient. ey 



ana could 


prosecution of l | and th 

Jrecalled that| |j was hazy in his : 

ould not positively identify either man 


said it was his reco llection that a fter this matter was 

terminated^ Dy the States Attorney ancj the negro attorney, 

a suit against the management of Ormond Beach Tropical Gardens suing* them 
for $10,000. was brought. The suit was apparently filed in Deland and an 

announcement was made in the papers concerning it but the outcome is unknown 

to| 


thought ROGER W ILLI S was doing 


victim BARRY MOORE 
information or poss: 



with- 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

hi C 


irijhis efforts to bring about prosecution and naci several 
WILLIS, the nature and outcome of 'which: era not known to him 



conscious of the fact B ARRY 
tain that the two white men 


anything 


ever 


BARRY 


he did not from his own knowledge, believe that the two white men were 


sufficiently incensed at 



any harm 


related concerning MOORE 1 s activities that he. 
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W1 - h jf 0ffi ® 331(1 othsr Officials of the HAAGP branches from all over 

d^£ w™* “ heid a «**« «t winS c p2k: iSSrtSsr 

during the latter part at July or August, 1951, which traptw W as held at 
the Be creation Center or Women* s Hal 1 in Winter Park, said the meet- 

^ . a ^ Grove lane case**, | paid that he personal lv attanriari 

f®® MO0 ? E to** tor the financing of 

S£ to ato^oS, S®""" 1 ’* « ««*»* <* »U «* to connection 


had been to lake 


be 

b7C 


* # ■ ■ — **m-v*+ w X4 J L J UU 

investigating the matter there with Attorney 



from Orlando, 


noiTvac! ti Sf f S ^ h ?/ eatins was concerned,! I said he did not recall 

names of the individuals present but that he recalled that NMGP re- 

Sir^rr^° rla ? d0 %? aC?5at ^ ° 0Unty ’ ^0^ Beach, Gainesville 

banf ord were nresant . Also pre sent, anrl maki ng an appeal for funds for 

>+*+■ ^ I I -rx * _ _ _ 


support of the Groveland matter was 
Southern Eegion for EAACP, 


Regional Coordinator, 

r v 


Winter p 4rk anri ‘ff ? , the Ke ®^ ln s was held in the colored section of 
casern by any white men. At this meeting) [said that MOOSE) plainly and 


<5tT>nn 0 ni, 4. 1 1 Z L saiu tnar muukh; plainly a 

inveSiLti^ S ev fy n oun ce of energy ne had was centered on the 

#A ol ° 1X1 ^-or ida for the M AGB in order that they Hmight ah-ha-in w .+w ■ 


everyone concerned, 1 * 

» ■ — - 


MOr an oraer onat they >*might obtain JU qv*« 0 
Jreiterated his statement concerning this and 

WoSS *0 T 4* V\^+“ TTA*D‘DV >?/%omrra i i • -> , . 


Groveland matter was all that HARRY MOCQSB had 


b6 

b7C 


v-tt to iif n r r ® alc *- ^ ^ MOORE was very much concerned about the fact that 

S’Sto’S Sg£ S: Jf 00 * 1 "* f s™> «* am aiiSSa t ? £L 

learly ?“* etr ongly indicated that the Circuit Judge 
biased,” 1 Were Unq - Uad3 '^ ied prosecute the matter because they were 



indicated he had talked with 


At xe meeting in Winter park 

“ 4 ^ Said ,,a was "havered "anYhamstrung 

SietSg* A f ly 10 ° ' * “™ MS attended this * 
& ter rarm and that it was covered by the press. He said at this 
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meeting MODE® criticized the lake County officials whcuhad—Eefus 
operate with him in his investigation of the matter. | feit 
the main theme of the Winter Park meeting was the GroveJa ncL case 
the meeting lasted four and half hours and that MOORS , and] 
the principal speakers and kept hammering on the GrovelancL case. 


sfused to cc~ 
reiterated that 
rase, that 

were 


In additiod said that he had h oard from a, colored truant 

officer in DeLand on necemoer 28, 1951 when he T l was there refereeing 

a basket hall game , that MOORS could possibly have-amdded his fate on 
Christmas night had he listened to his daughter* [questioned the 

truant officer, whose name he does not recall, but who can be identified, 
and t h e truant officer is alle ged to have said that MOORS’ s daughter, a nd 

t hought the da ughter was| however, it could not have been she 

oecause | | Lid not arrive at home" 1 until af ter the bombing, but at 

any rate, the daughter, apparently! is alleged to have told 

her father on Chris teas afternoon Imc She had seen some white men walking 
around the grove near their hone and that when the daughter told her father 
about this the father brushe,d her aside by saying a lot of people walk 
around on Christmas afternoon. 


oecause I 
any rate. 


Also! | said he understood from this truant officer that a 

I a colored teacher from Oak Hill, had via itod tha wnniras 0 n 
Christmas day several hours before the bombing and that I l had 

allegedly gone to the MOORE house and found no one at home but had returned 
later and had seen MOCKS and apparently other members of his family, 

Also | advised that subsequent to the bombing the two daughter 

of MOORS had gone home with a colored school teacher from Jehand named _ 

I who lives” at the cor ner of I | in 

DeLand and he felt that possibly may have been told some infor- 

mation by the daughters which migib ue periiiAent , 

X 

further sdvised that subsequent tothe bombing he had dis- 
cussed MOORE’ s death with numerous colored people in Titusville and Brevard 
County and that the colored people there believed that some local negro was 
undoubtedly brought into the picture in that no white man could have known 
so intimately MOORS’ s habits and the location of his bedroom* He added that 
the colored people all felt that MOORE’ s activity in Lake County was re- 
sponsible for his death, 

■»i 

C oncluded by stating that MOORS, in practically all of his 
speeches that he had ever heard abou t . was extreme ly critical of the RTTPT 
activity and ’’mobism”,. Be said that | [also made many strong 
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stat ements c oncerning the KLan activity at the Winter 
both ] | and MOCEa were pressing for mass action on 

to assist; in the Groveland case. 


Park meet 
the part 


ing and that 
of S5MCP 


t 


ft 


\ 


1 

M. 


/ 


if 
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xiie following investigation was conducted by Special Agents CL1Q33 
/iMRHDn) and PHIS C, GMMSCiiLHS on January 20, 1952: 

BASIS; Information furnished by 

^ » i — — W 


HARRY 



had attended a meeting of the district leaders of the HAAGP 

Winter Park, PLorida, during August, 1951 at which time MOOlL 

spoke ^at length about the Groveland case, the raising of funds - 

to defend the victims of the Groveland case and remarks "by MOORS 
against the EKE, 


b6 

b7C 





. , , , , _ when reinterviewed advised 

that he had attended a meeting of district leaders of the ETiL UP during .Tniy 

°Li aftaSt ‘ ^£1 ^ fltnh i n j Winter Park, Florida, | fecalled 


that 

and spoaen to the group. 


Southern Region WAACP , had attended 


pdvised that he was late in arriving at this particular 

.L 1 .1. f** M W *** 


added that if MOORS 
at the meeting. 


HARRY I. MOORS 


arrived 


be 

b7C 


When questioned as to MOOSE 1 s in r^ioimr funds for the 

advised that 


. v: 

defense of the victims in the Groveland Case, 

HfthtY T, MOORS had been interested in, the cas e out had 

in ..soliciting funds for their defense. He advised that a ,l young man from o: 
of the Orlando branches** (HAACP) had more or less taken over the soliciting 
of defense funes, had **left HARRY MOORES out in the cold* 1 and had gone dir- 
ectly to National Headquarters of HadCP which assumed responsibility for th< 
collecting of funds for defense of the subjects of the Groveland- case* 


* 

* 

>► 
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'he following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
1 January 5. through 7, 1952 : ■ 


BaSIS; A postcard postmarked West Palm Peach, December 28, 1951 
at 6? 30 P-Vj - to the "Klansmen of Mims , 1 % Mayor" was signed 

in which he wrote : "We Klansmen solemnly gather to 
giurny your good work. More power to you and our illustrious 
Gov. WARREN Dead ITegras tell no tales, 100% white Supremacy" 


The 1951 city director ies for West P alm Peach and Palm Beach, 
Florida, do not contain the name! FThe telephone direc tories f or 

West Palm Beach and Palm Beach, 2'ioriua ao not contain the name oj I 


Confidential Infor mant T-3 a businessman of known reliability, 
advised I I the KK2 in the Wes t Palm Beach area in 1925 to 

1927. He advised that he has never heard of a 

pllowing advised they do not know and do not have a record 



Lieutenant 


Palm TteQoh Tax Collector 

Palm Beach Police Department 


Ed. McKfflixA. Postm aster. Palm Beach, Florida 

| Palm Beach County Credit Bureau 
) Deputy Sheriff Palm Beach County Sheriffs Office 


West palm Beach Police Department 
OLIVER IL4RI1ELL, Superintendent of Mails, Post Office, West Palm Beach, 

Florida, 


■ d7C 
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53ae following investigation was conducted by Special Agent EESD 
January 16, 1952: 


first o 
fied co 


icer 


of th 
s the 


_| Night Jailer, Titusville, Florida, was the 
s Brevard County Sheriff* s Office to he noti- 
explosion. 




vised that he 
25, 1951 froE 
come to himP 
told him the - 



at 

iHB 


According to 
as soon as possible. 


ight Jailer, Brevard County Sheriff* s Office, ad- 
elephone call at approximately 10:45 P.M, Decembe: 
J in Mims, Florida, advising- him that s> nagr-r, had" 

s place of business, said 

d been dynamited, * * 


informed him to get somebody lip there 



Deputy Sherif: 


hat he immediately hung up the phone and called 
t his home residence. 



dio log for December 25, 1951 indicates that Deputy Sheriff 
checked in service at 10:48 P.M. on that date. 
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ine toll owing investigation- was conducted "by Special Agent EKSD 
January 16, 1952: 


: in an 


Sheriff 
at the ears, 
1951. 


interview claimed he overheard in a 

ntt.prl .from the jailer at Titusville to Deputy 

fr haft person was at the jail who was bleeding 
This has reference to the night of December 25, 




Deputy Sheriff | | Brevard County Sheriff* s Office . ad- 

vised in regard to the man who was at the .ja il who was hiding a t the ears, 

vi3clO an*=* T.Vid. 1 J. 1 - . .. n I I . ^ . 7 


inmates by the name 


• ■« * — v — — ^ | i V/llO JOctCu p3?G*-* 

viously been arrested by the Sheriff* s office on December 22, 1951 for driv- 
ing while . und er the influence , was -having an epi3eptic fit ther e a.t the 

J ^ 1 7 • . <J ?- 1J - er ^as -merely informing Denutv Sheriff 

of this fact, I I 


b6 

b7C 
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The following invest 
!3 on January 16, 1952: 

BASI S : Inf ormat ion devel 
leased from teaching' job* 


ail) n* 



had wanted 


, , , I _ I Mims, Florida, advised in 

he had no information relative to anyone outsidt 
wanted MQOBE released from his teaching job* \ 
never approached MOCEE along these lines. I — 


.vise 


ibove that 
who 

mself had 


Referred to one| | at 

worked m the Brevara uounty school system at the same 
possibly hav ing additional information along these lines.- 
taught at Cocoa, Florida at this time. 


m * 


’ & 4 

$v ' ■** (f- 

x\ * 


* 


i 


^ * 
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The following investigation w as conducted "by Special .Agent H. WM E 
: January 12 at Ocala. Floridar 


« 

daughter 


SfiSIS: To ascertain the reputation of, luajeu 

Ox victim to ascertain- if she had had any recent activities which 
might reflect on the instant case. 



I" I’ *T" 

v 

_ A 

®* SOSS, Principal^ of the Howard Academy High School, advised 
daughter ox victim , taught at his school and was his secretary* 
he advised she was of excellent character and reputation and he knew of no 
trouhie she had had with any hoy friends. He further stated she discussed 
nuicn of ner personal life with him and at no time has she made any comment 
wmcn would reflect on the reason for or those responsible for the Mims 
explosion. He added that before she left for her Christmas vacation she gave 

/3 i 4* ^ O 


no signs of disturbance. 


fox 
of 


advised 


has lived with her 

nformation from the activities 


three years ana sne could not furnish any a 

J whi ch rpight be in connection with the instant explosion in 
pas had no trouble with hoy friends to her 


Mims^ bhe advisedf 


character 


The records of the Ocala Police Department and Ma rion 

sheriff* s Office refTectefl nn infnr'mQ-i*. *1 AV^ AnnOAViVi *? vs ^ 


b6 

■b7C 


- 197 


IfNH 


s 


FFM:JMS 
MM 44-270 


The following inve stigati 
SHANNON and FRANK- F . MEECH on Ja 


Special Agents JAMES 


BASIS: The billfold of HARRY T. MOORE contained a slip of paper 

wxth the notation "Rev. PAINE • — Apopka". In view of the fact 
such a notation was contained in his billfold indicated the possi- 

J aiLt £ a rec ® nt contact between MOORE and PAYNE. Accordingly- 
Rev. PAYNE was located and interviewed at Aoooka. Florida. 3 



* „ ™ ^ PAYNE, Second Pastor of a colored Methodist Chi 

. . or3 - da » was contacted and at first denied knowing HARRY T. 

MEEKS' MD0HS “ as to the NAACP Hey. 

PAYNE stated he did recall seeing HARRY MOORE in Apopka in about the third 

week of November, 1951. On this occasion there was a meeting of the NAACP 

“ 0EE Pri»dP8l speakS? He Sid ' 

nationa 1 ^Sfto h Lw e ?oS 8 oSy. f0r ^ P “ rPOSe ° f raiEtog ^ for tto 

that the jS: /of ££?££? ££&? TdS not“’ 
fically the details of MOORE* s address but did state that hp i-niS +h P ?” 

pLsons^fbfa IZlv?* ^ ** ** “ t0 the advanta S e of aJl^olSed 

<* SAMUEL 

audience "We (the NAACP) are not thr^S^h^ i^etatement to the 

n. . Eev <> fAYNE was an elderly man well into his 70 s, could furnish ww 
little information about the meeting and said that he himself had nSS? 7 

, me jj J™ 1 M00RE * HARRY MOORE spoke in Apopka it was the 

seen moceb £athoush he ^ ^ -»* ^ 


be 
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Slip of T»wlX?5m5«?S reas f for “P M00HE having his name on 

;£tor of the Church ana HAKHT MOIffi my to “ d , 

future concerning NAACP work. desired to contact him in i 

if 

Rev. PAYNE said that a, 
the Apopka Branch of the NAASP and was in 
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referred to above* PAINE 
details of HASH! MOORE* s j 



furnish 


I | at Apopka, Horida, 

was interviewed on January IV* 1952 at which time she furnished the following 
information: 


She| | of the Apopka branch of the NAACP which had its 

last official meeting November 19, 1951. She had invited KARRI T. MOORE to 
be the principal speaker at that meeting .so that he could explain the NAACP 
to the members and other persons gathered there. She explained that seme 
negroes had been afraid to join the organization and did not believe it was 
a legitimate or legal organization. 


b7C 



In addressing the 50-75 persons attending, MOORE spoke of the a-tms 
of the NAACP in general terms and than had a mipg+.-inn and answer session for 

the benefit of the audience. | | states that MOORE did not 

emphasize any one thing in this talk but did explain what the NAACP was doing 
for the negroes. She admitted that the Groveland incident was mentioned but 
could not recall exactly what was said by MOORE. The purpose of the meeting 
was to raise funds for the home office of the NAACP. 
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!he following investigation was conducted by Special 
January 12, 1952 at Tavares. Florida: 


BaSIS; Interview officials of "Lake County, Florida for any informa- 
tion they might have relative to recent activities of victim, HARRY 
T. MOQRui or any indication his case might he related to the f*im 
County-Groveland case, 

4 

i 

JESS HUMSE, States Attorney, advised he knew of nothing concerning 
the persons responsible for the Mims accident. He added he was ''dumb-founded 1 ' 
at the death and he knew of no recent activities of MOORS in or around 
County. He stated he was not in Lake County during the recent trials of the 
subjects in the Groveland case to his knowledge f He added that he corres- 
ponded with MOORS and considered him an '^inoffensive" individual. 


According to HUNTER it was his belief that the communists were re- 
sponsible for the bombing of the residence of MOORS in an effort to further 
agitate racial trouble in Florida. HUNTER stated he felt thera_wa£_aome 
trou b l e i n the N A AC? bet ween the Florida leaders consist ing of pf Ocala 

ahd | of the Florida edition of the COURIE R in Mia mi , 

Florida, who were on one side as being against the New York element of which 
MOORS was a part. According to HUNTER these leaders of the Florida group felt 
MCQR3 was being too aggressive and approaching the negro question in the 

wrong way. HUNTER believed the bomb was probably made in New York however he 
had nothing to base this on. ’ ’ 

H 

I - 


be 
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TR05T HALL, County Judge, advised he knew of nothing concerning the 
instant case except that which he read in the paper and further advised the 
victims were unknown to him as he had never before heard of MOORE. 


WILLIS V, McGALL, Sheriff, Lake County, advised he knew of no in- 
formation relative “to the bombing of the home of MOORS in Mims, Florida. He 
stated lae knew of MOORS, however, he did nob believe he had been in Tavares 
during the trial, of the Groveland negroes nor did mcCALL know of any recent 
activities of MOORS in Lake County. 
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The following investigation was conducted "by Special Agents 
['iiiiSCii a ik JAfeS P. SBAMOj.'j on January 15, 1952: 


if 



±AbI S : I | negro attorney, Orlando, was interviewed 

inasmuch as ne was associated with the defense in the Grove land 
case and might have information concerning HAfffil T. MOOHS and 
his activities with reference to that case. 




negro Attorney! 


Orlando 


Honda, arises that i 

tne flAA® ao Daytona Beach Fl orida on November 25, 1951 that he personally 
hAturOf T* M0QR&. I ftid not attend arty of the business meetings of 


Daytona beach confer ence, arriving only to hear part of 


first time* 


f talk and then net both 


HafiRY MOORS 


b6 

b7C 


. Prior to the conference he had received a letter from BAR*.! T. 

iAUOtCBi asking him to participate in a discussion panel at the MAC? Daybo 
£eacn conference. In. the letter MOORS had told him that he was going to 
be m the Orlando area the week prior to the Daytona Beach confer ence • 
nowever PEtiKIiJS did not see MOORS, during that week inasmi •><•»>) as he 
was oat of town at the time* 



suggested that M0GB3 might have con tacts 


of the NMCP chapter in the, Orlando area or 
of that chapter* 




. . r — Carolina 

sonville, Florida from June, 1949 until Msy, 1956 


practiced law in Jack- 

T 1 , , , • , * , when he came to Orlando 

It was not until August, 1950 that he entered the Groveland case, 

member of the 
did not see or 


claims he has never been an ardent 
and there 1 ore Knew little of MOORS »s activities. He 



aoout MOGfts after the Daytona, Beach* conference , 


hear 


. ^ en questioned concerning any possible activity of BARRY MOOHS 

in tee Orlando -area during or after the Groveland rape tri*l 

stated that he had never heard that MOCKS had been in the ar<L 
those periods. The only information he did have concerning MOOHS J s acti- 
vities was _ thai/ he had heard generally that MOORE was trying to improve 
negi 0 conditions and to gat out the negro vote throughout the States. 


b6 
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had heard prior to the Daytona Beach conference that the 
iiaAuP dicin' t. nave any money and that they would have t o abandon MOCES » s 
job. as .Executive Secretary* He hadn’t heard of any replacement* 

was questioned concerning the rumors prevalent in the 
Mims area t>o "one effect that MOORS had heen “run out of Orlando or the 

It 

Groveland area*” He replied that the only story or rumor of a similar 
nature which had come to his attention was that relating to an alleged 
incident in Apopka, Florida. He had heard that some people who had been 
at a hamburger stand in Apopka claimed that they saw an automobile speed- 
ing through town being chased by other automobiles. Che allegation is that 
the car .was nnr.nnieri bv .negro attorney l of Daytona Beach, 

SlcpidaJ 1_| the HAACP attorney who is now in San Francisco 

ana writer for the Hew York PObC. 

Che incident is alleged to have occurred immediately after the 
termination of the Groveland rape trial in Lake County in August, 19-49 and 
it is alleged that the above three individuals were run out of town in 
that manner* Chese allegations have never been substantiated, 

I I states he has not heard of any recent activities of the 

Eh Elux Elan though he has an opportunity to speak with many of the ordinary 
negroes in the area. He had never heard of J3ARL BROOKLM or CILUn&Bf fiaLVIH 
or any of the rabid Elansmen of the area, Whe n questio ned as to the possible 
origin or reason for the death of HARRY MOQRG, | stated there were 

two theories, one advocated by the average negro tnat nis death was a re- 
sult of his activities in the Groveland case and the second theory that it 
might have been caused by his political activity in his own area of 
Brevard County. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
Vero Beach, Florida on January 14, 1952: 


BiiSIS; Deputy Sheriff 



Vero Beach, Florida, telephonic- 


and 

Florida, found some (ME and that the Sebastian Police have it now. 




Officer 


^Sebastian, Florida, Police Department, advised 

I ^ » ■ i m ^ . * 7 _ 

w 


who just recently moved to Sebastian, Florida 


that 

fx-om Ohio, came to him and said that he was looking through an old vacant 
house and found some TNT in the house. 


be 

b7C 


Off ice J 

A J.-, TT^T 1 * 


to the City Hall, SABaStian, Florida. 


went to the old house and got the TUT and brought it 


found 


HED 


#6, Anderson, South Carolina, however it has been vacant for several years. 

The TNT was examined at the City Hall, Sebastian, Florida, and there 
were twelve ^ pound blocks of the TNT, Bach piece of the TNT was wrapped in 
a piece of newspaper, The newspapers were The Florida TIMSS-IBilON, Jacksonville, 
Florida and were dated March 5, 1946 and February 26, 1946, It will be noted 
that from the appearance of the TNT in the pieces of newspaper that they were 
wrapped sometime ago because the ends of the TNT packages had started to rust 
and the rust was on the papers as though they rusted in the newspapers. 


r \ 

Each one of the twelve pieces of TNT bore the following "High Ex- 
plosive TNT \ Pound Net Corps of Engineers Dangerous,” 


city clerk, Sebastian, Florida, advised that 


LOUIS EOYxiL lived in the old Wade Thompson house, where the TN1‘ was found, in 
1946 and that_ the only other person living in that house since that time was 
one V/ILLLhM PHBiNEY, age 93 and who is mentally unbalanced. While PHINNEY 
lived in the house the house was condemned as unsanitary and they had to m^k-c* 
PHINivbY move to some nursing home for the ^ed. b7c 


b6 


Sebastian 


from the I 

that used at the Naval 


Sebastian, Florida, who has lived in 

B'lQriQa xqe. tne . past 20 years and who lives across the street 

vacant house, advised that instsnt TNT is just like 
Fort Pierce, Florida, during the war and that 



the Navy men gave some of it away and also left some of it at the Naval Base 


v 
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when it closed. | advised that he anm 

exploded all he baa. He stated that 
house, where the 1ST was found, in 1946. and 
blowing stumps and he believes that this TNT 
just left in the house when he boved away. 


is 


.the TNT in about 1.946 anti 
I lived in the| 

lh ad some of tJoe 'ihi' 
some he had left over and 


the 


old vacant 

f.cthprl i".]n at 

of 


vavea onao ne nas never seen anyone suspicious looming 
ouse and he feels sure that the TNT was left there- by[_ 

[ presently resides at Vero Beach, Florida, an 
he school at Vero Beach, [Florida. 


around 


is 


Officer) accompanied igent to the old vacant house where 

tire TNT was found ana pantea out the place in the house where the TNT was 
found. It will be noted that the TNT was up on a shelf in an old room to 
tiie rear of the kitchen. There were newspapers all over the house dating 
as far back as 1938. There were newspapers also dating 1946 and were similar 
to the newspapers in which the TNT was wrapped. There were old papers, rags, 
and junk all over the house. 


Officer 



stated that they will destroy the 


, General Delivery, Vero Beach, who live 

just off of North Federal Highway, advised that they lived in the old l ~1 

1 house in Sebastian, Fla. in 1946 and for a few years off and on prior 
to 1946 , ^ They left there in the Spring of 1946. They advised that they left 
the TNT in the old house when they moved. They advised that it was wrapped 
in newspapers and described the manner in which it was wrapped just as it was 
foun d. They stated that the TNT did not belong to them but thaj 
son, | I — i brought it there and it belonged to them; - 





;ot the TNT from 


l some of the TNT and they believe that 
but they are not sure. 



and 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 

|on January 21, 1952 at Pompano Beach, Florida. 

.BASIS: To determine the identity of the owners of 

license number 6-W3708, This automobile was at the 
funeral of HARRY T. MOORE and the owners should be 
interviewed as to their knowledge concerning the 
activities of MOORE. 


The Reverend JULIUS R. THOMPSON, 409 N. ~*L Church Street, 

Box 1733, was interviewed at his residence. The Reverend THOMPSON 
stated that he had known HARRY MOORE and his wife, since 1930, He 
explained that from 1930 to 1932 he, THOMPSON, was pastor of the 
Methodist Church in Mims, Florida, THOMPSON stated that during his 
service in Mims he was in frequent contact with HARRY MOORE and 
his wife. 

Since leaving Mims , Florida at the end of 1932 THOMPSON 
stated that he has been in contact with HftRRY MOORS from time to 
time as a result of MOORE* s traveling throughout the state of Florida. 
THOMPSON stated that he has also maintained frequent contact with 
HARRY MOORS and his wife bv corresnondermfi. 


Nlth regard to the deaths of HARRY MOORE and his wife, the 
Reverend THOMPSON stated that he had no idea who could have committed 
this act* He stated that MOORE and his -wife, to his knowledge, had 
no known enemies and seemed to be well liked by everyone* THOMPSON 
explained that MO ORIS and his wife were the type of people who did, not 
incur the dislike of anyone who came in contact with them* 


The Reverend THOMPSON stated that in view of his long time 

friendship with HARRY MOORE he traveled to iiims, Florida to attend 

his funeral* He stated that he had to leave before the services were 

completed in order to get back to Pompano Beach, Florida in time for 

his services, 

* 

The Reverend THOMPSON stated that in the event he obtained 
any information which might -be of value in the investigation of this 
case he will immediately furnish same to the Miami Office. He added 
that subsequent to January 22, 1952 he will be located in West Palm 
Beach, Florida at 514 20th Street. 

M 

Reverend THOMPSON is the owner of a 1947 Cadillac sedan bear- 
ing 1951 Florida license 6*4*370$, which was observed at l-DORE’s funeral 
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Florida^ 
dential at her request* 


T-2 


]of Apopka, Florida, whose identity is kept 


confidential at his request 


T-3 




.Palm 


specific 


con- 



Mulberry, Florida, -who 
-y be kept confidential 



Florida, who has requested that 
m.S Identity* be kept confidential . 
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LEADS. 


ATLANTA OFFICE 


At Atlanta. Georgia. 


Wi U . contact 


, Jwho resides at the X.M.C.A. and 

attending the Atlanta Southern College, Pharmaceutical Branch, concerning 


the activities of| 


HOLLX BELVIN in the Kia n 
Christinas 


This lead was previously set forth by Miami 

uary 21. 1952 . 


be 
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CHARLOTTE OFFICE 


At Camp Le Jeune. North Carnl -i na T 
WiU conduct background investigation concerning 


and flsoprtu-ir. details of his 72 hour pass under which he Visited his nephew"! 

Lin Mims ~* * * - * 


wneuner or not 


Will also ascertain 
may have had access to any high explosive 
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This lead was previously set forth by Miami letter dated January 

8, 1952. 


MOBILE OFFICE 

At Panama City. Florida t 


WIU. interview | 

both connected with the Progressive Voters League of ELorida of which the 
victim, HARRY MOORE, was Executive Secretary, in order to obtain any infor- 
mation of interest to this investigation and to ascertain whether or not any 

threats were ever made against MOORE. 

* 

* ' 

At Pensacola. Florida 


Will intervievq (associated with the Progressive 

Voters League of Florida* concerning any information he might have of interest 
to this investigation and concerning any possible threats made against victim 
HARRY MOORE who was the Executive Secretary of that organization. 

These leads were set forth in Miami letter dated January 16, 1952. 

. HEW f CSK CITY OFFICE 




One copy of this report is designated for the -New York office for 
information inasmuch as it is maintaining liaison with \ \e National Headquarter's 
,of the NAACP. ' ' 


SAVANNAH OFFICE 


At Sumter. South Carolina. r 


Wil l interview! 
activities of 


it the Y.M.C.A. concerning the' 
TILLMAN H. HiSiOT in the. Ku KLux Klan and also 


concerning the activities of the BELVIN family on Christmas day, 1951. 


This lead was previously set forth in Miami letter to Atlanta 
dated January 21, 1952, a copy of which letter was designated for the 
Savannah office. 
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MIAMI OFFICE 


sads for the Miami Division are not being set forth inasmu&i 

ng handled on an immediate basis within the Division# 

* ^ 

.sun wi l l , report results of additional FBI laboratory ftvarrHn; 


REFERENCE: 


Report of ASAC W. W. BURKE, ?r. at Miami dated J 
21, 1952. 

Numerous telephone calls from the Bureau to Miami 
numerous teletypes between Miami and the Bureau a; 
as Miami and auxiliary offices. 
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